
THE -:- DRY + COODS -:- REVIEW

BETTER THAN LA8T VEAR.

C .\NADIAN trade abroad continues brisk. Compared
with the sane period last year a distinct improvenient is

tion. l'le oficial figures for the monti. of April have just
n îssucd, and this completes the first four months, or one

,,rd, of the calendar year 1896. hloth in imports and exports
.Ireases are shown. In imported goods, frce and dutiable, the
keaî.nsion is over two million dollars worth, and in exports the
làcalse is nearly six millions. 'he details of imports are
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lin exports a creditable advance is recorded, aIll the more
%.ttisfactory since it covers so nîaîîy products of the farmer,
whîo is, ultinately, the customer of so many of our wholesale
and retail firms. Animal products and grains have all been
bold abroad in larger quantities than during the first four
mnîitls of 1895, the increase in value exceeding $.5oo,ooo. This
War, so far, ite expansion in the lumber trade is also good,
our forest products exported up to May ist being valued at
$3.289,608 compared with $2,649,809 for the first four months
of îS95, a gain of another hialf million or so. Good times
ailroad seis to account for th's increased denand for our
lunber, and if it keeps up during the year the districts affected
by the lunmber business will feel it. In fisheries, too, an increase
is recorded, being for 1896 valued at $1,965,826, against $1,-
535,457 in 1895. lin analysing these details of exports we have
taken only the volume of Canadian products and omitted the
figures of foreign stuff shipped via Canadian ports, but of United
States origin. The latter is valuable as carrying trade, and hîelps
the railways and steam:lhips, and Canada is always glad to do a
carryng trade. But we arc dealing wi'.h the stuff sold by thie
actual customers of our merchants, and consider it fairer in dis-
.-uîssinýg details not to include foreign stufT. If we took total
unports the showing is:
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lie imîports of dry goods for the four months contain sonie
mterestinîg facts. Increases are noted in carpets, dyed cottons,
.tn clothing, cotton threads, etc., not on the spool, manu.
fartured cottons generally, fringes and braids, silk goods,
wolen dress goods, knitted woolens, and woolens goods that
1t figures do not classify. Decreases are recorded in undyed

c%tt(ns, spool cottons, laces and nettings, furs, and silk and
fet hats. On the whole, the imports of dry goods show some
increase over the same period last year, the details being :
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Raw materials corne in rather slowly, the imports being un.
der those of the period of :895. As prices of such articles as
wool, cotton, etc., are rather higher than last year, the figures
would indicate a slight falling off in demand for factory and
mil iaterials. T'he uncertainty of tariff legislation nay have
something to do with it, or the foreign markets nay be in.
lluencing our manufacturers. The period covered by the re.
turis is too brief to enable one to draw any general decisive
conclusion. The principal imports of raw materials arc:
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A COMPLAINT ABOUT CITY BUYING.
Fr-Im the .âlitelwil-. O t.M oae

'l'heOwen Sound Tines is waging a "righteous war " aganst
city departnental stores, or rather the country patrons of them.
The facts stated by The Timues are just as truc of Mitchell anîd
neighborhood as of Owen Sound. It is well known also that
the thing complained of is sapping the life.blood of all the
towns and villages of the Dominion. If people will only give
Mitchell nierchants the opportunity, the inerchants will prove
conclisively that not only can there be found in this town as
wide a selection as ail of the departmental stores will show, but
as a matter of values Mitchell merchants can at least save the
purchaser the expense of writing to Toronto, getting sanplcs
and then sending for the goods and paying the carriage on
their Toronto departmental store purchases. And, we might
add, customers can avoid the almost inevitable disappointment
which comes fron buying by sample.

BLAOK OARD.
The black card darning cotton, mentioned in our last issue,

is put up in one gross handsome wooden cabinets. Every re.
tailer should have one or more in stock.


