BETTER THAN LAST VEAR.

ANADIAN trade abroad continues brisk.  Compared
g C with the same period last year a distinet improvement is
sown. The official figures for the montl, of April have just
.« en tssucd, and this completes the first four months, or one
third, of the calendar year 1896.  Both in imports and exports
. an reases are shown,  In imported goods, free and dutiable, the
. ,. eapansion is over two million dollars worth, and in exports the
' The details of imports are :

R ..rcase is nearly six millions.

b TOTAL IMPORTR FOURt MONTHR  PERIOD
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In exports a creditable advance is recorded, all the more
aalisfactory since it covers so many products of the farmer,
who 1s, ultimately, the customer of so many of our wholesale
and retail firms.  Animal products and grains have ali been
suld abroad in larger quantitics than during the first four
months of 1895, the increase in value exceeding $500,000. This
year, so far, the expansion in the lumber trade is also good,
our forest products exported up to May 1st being valued at
I & $3.280,608 compared with $2,6.49,809 for the first four months
of 1895, a gain of another half million or so. Good times
abroad scems to account for this increased demand for our
lumber, and if it keeps up during the year the districts affected
Ly the lumber business will feel it. In fisherics, t0o, an increase
1s recorded, being for 1896 valued at $1,9635,826, against $1,-
535057 in 1895.  In analysing these details of exports we have
taken only the volume of Canadian products and omitted the
figures of foreign stuff shipped via Canadian ports, but of United
States origin. “The latter is valuable as carrying trade, and helps
the railways and steamships, and Canada is always glad to doa
carrying trade.  But we are dealing with the stuff sold by the
actual customers of our merchants, and consider it fairer in dis-
cussirg details not to include foreign stuff. If we took total
mports the showing is :
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March 5,236,346 3,027,047
At $,027.033 4,892
EILEATR LSS TR C X T

The imports of dry goods for the four months contain some
¥ nicresting facts.  Increases are noted in carpets, dyed cottons,
cotton clothing, cotton threads, etc., not on the spool, manu.
fartured cottons geneually, fringes and brids, silk goods,
woolen dress goods, knitted woolens, and  woolens goods that
the figures do not classify.  Decreases are recorded in undyed
cutlons, spool cottons, laces and nettings, furs, and silk and
S (cithats.  On the whole, the imports of dry goods show some
g ncrease over the same period last year, the details being :

THE -:- DRY -- GOODS -=- REVIEW 7

DUTIABLE QOOUDN--FOUR MONTHS' PERIOD
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Carpets, hrimcls and tapeatry . .. 684 LR RS A
ottonn oot et . L0 Lo L R 8,642 19,648
Mtona dyembaoe. e L el - L3M2 144,012
Cutton clothing, . . .. 17112 185,808
(Wton threadsa, yars, wans, cte 86,353 P1RA1]
(witodn theesil on the sjawl e e e 1290 724
Odton manufsctinres, other . 17428 PR Y]
Rracelvta, beabils atnd feinges. ... P, 334,764 a2
Laces, cullam, ticttings. .. 37005 INEW
thhere fancy gods . . . L. AR 9,34
Fue manufactinre . e s 195,102 133,022
Hata, teater, sllk andd felt T TN 407,645 20N
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HIK manufacturnn e e e eeemeene b 58,80 1,071,008
Woolenclothing ., . .. .. ... .. VN . 2373 241,947
Woulen tlothe, womstasts, vatings, cte .. .. . MU ANBYN:
Wonlendnne goads © e aene 1,238,352 1,634
Woolen koltted punta . ... 164,034 200
Woalenshawls . . ... o0 ol o0 e i 18,304 1631
Wimlen yarns . e Ceane ANy .60
Woolen nannfactures, mther .o o viaiinivene o . 198,850 226412
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Raw materials come in rather slowly, the imports being un.
der those of the period of 1895, As prices of such articles as
wool, cotton, ctc., are rather higher than last year, the figures
would indicate a slight falling off in demand for factory and
mill materials. The uncertainty of tariff legislation may have
something to do with it, or the foreign markets may be in-
fluencing our manufacturers. The period covered by the re-
turns is too bricf to enable one to draw any general decisive
‘The principal imports of raw materials arc :

FREE GOODS -FOUR MONTHR IMPORTS

conclusion.

18%0. 1896,

o cum . . .. e LI YA (] ¥ 2000
Cotton waste ..o v o0 ciien in iiiie e e 34,143 &,445
Cotton, mw . ., ., 1,427,518 L1210
Fur, skina, undnwt . 227,100 304,%7
Girease, forsoap uiaking . ... ..., ..., . 128.637 14,10
Ultmardahine. ., 22 391,340
Crude rubleer ... . . 362 402,463
Jute cloth and yamn. D e meeeiseca ceer enavenne s 12,177 158,473
Rawollk.. (oo il cii ciie kL ereeriees aeens 38,849 48,987
KRinal, manilla and hewsp. . 0,600 229,538
Tolwwen feat . (0 L 401,322 441,409
Wool . 433,720 363

RE272,564 *%932,310

A COMPLAINT ABOUT OCITY BUYING.
From tho Mitchell, Ont, Advocate.

TheOwen Sound Times is waging a “righteous war " against
city departmental stores, or rather the country patrons of them.
The facts stated by The Times are just as true of Mitchell and
neighborhood as of Owen Sound. It is well known also that
the thing complained of is sapping the life-blood of all the
towns and villages of the Dominion. If people will only give
Mitchell merchants the opportunity, the merchants will prove
conclusively that not only can there be found in this town as
wide a selection as all of the departmental stores will show, but
as a matter of values Mitchell merchants can at least save the
purchaser the expense of writing to Toronto, getting samples
and then sending for the goods and paying the carriage on
their Toronto departmental store purchases. And, we might
add, customers can avoid the almost inevitable disappointment
which comes from buying by sample.

BLAGK OARD.

‘The black card darning cotton, mentioned in our last issue,
is put up in one gross handsome wooden cabinets, Every re-
tailer should have one or more in stock.




