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I'rospects of the Grange,

Threo years ago, when the Grange
movement was introduced in  Canudy,
peoplo laughed at tho idea, and predicted
a general collapso in o year.. In fact, it
was considered to bo so trifling and insig-
nificant that no notice was taken of it be-
yond a few jeers and ridicule. T4 has,
however, assumed dimonsions now, and
is wielding o power in the country that
has mado 1ts opponents laugh on the other
aide of their face  Thoy begin to look at
the movement in o serious light. The
Grange has hecomo a reality. The press,
that was hitherto reticent on the matter,
is beginning to sco tho importanco of
such a movement. Prominent men
amongst tho agriculturists who looked
upon 1t with prejudico and suspicion, and
called it an American dodgo, are falling
into to1anks.  Manufacturers who re-
fused to make any ofters to the Society

and soll to them, aro glad to deal ata 2% -
“liberal reduction for cash, Storckeepers

in all parts of tho country arc starting to
deal’ exclasiveiy for cash and-to reduce
the prices of their goods. Tho truth is,
tha nfluence of the tirange is felt in overy
department of business. It did not re-
quiro much penetration to seo that the
agricultural population of the country
was ripo for such a movement. The
individual opinions of the greater portion
had been inclining this way for years,and
they only wanted an opportunity to ex-
press them as a body.  Tho Grange has
none of the cphemeral clements which is
attributed to it by outsiders. To satart
with it is nmong the wrong class, as farn-
crg aro the permanent populetion of the
country. Ideas imbibed by them are not
changed in n day. The Grange system
has had a fair trial in the neighboring
republic for years, and is still on tho in-
crease, and bids fair to embrace the whole
agricuitural population of the country.
It was thought crroncously at first it was
only an iustitution applicable to the
Western States, and that tho only object
it had in view was to break down railway
monopolics and get cheaper transportation
for those situated o lony distanco from
the sea-board. This was only one of the
refonins it sought to introduce. Its de-
claration of ;;rinciplcs was found toapply
equaliy to all parts of the country, cast,
west, north and south. Farmers had
common grievancesthat necdedredressing,
financially, socially and politically.  The
system has been found to be admirably
adapted to the agricultural population of
America in all their relations in Itfe; and
henco the astounding and rapid growth of
the Grange system. It cannot but bo ex-
pected among the large number that com.
pose the Socxcti' that soine iregularities
will occur and mistakes be made, as
Grangess clann no imwunity from the
imporfections of human nature  The
system, as we said before, has had a fair
trial and proved a success, and 1t is only
from ﬁencml principles that any judgment
should be formed.  The Order in Canada
hes yet to pass through the most critical
period of its existence It is hardiy large
enough yet to provoke good, sound criti-
cisim, but the tie is fast arriving.  This
will Le the purifying process that it must
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viting all classes toattend

fruits,
thing to fear from criticism and opposi.

most fear is from their own mentwrs, I
tho farmers of Canada do not sake the
movement a success, it is their own fault, |
Thero is nothing but meflicivncy and lack !
of oxceutive alality of tho promoters that
will injure its inftuency and retand its
progress.

Crange Insurance.

The desiro for retrenchment in tho mat-
ter of fire insurance prevalent among the
fraternity, and aliost each day being pre-
sented cenquiringly to us, demamds an
lionest consideration in our columns.

It is insufficient that any mythical idea
should preponderate ; such as, becauso wo
are Grangers the whole essence of our
aspirations should, without consideration
or trouble, tnblo pell-mell into our laps.
No great acquirements have been ob.

go throwyell,  The Grangers bave cowrted !
this criticism by hiolding public meetings - commission or an advanco in his salary. | beforo their respective lodges, thoy aro
in diffcrent parts of the conntry, s iu- - This  avmangement  appears  practicable, ! equally culpablo a3 far as the Girange So-
The tirangers | inasmuch wy the seeretaries of subordinate | cicty is concerued.
wish to bo known and judued by thur ! ledges would lhave amplo time, and wo ! thus, only wo have received numecrous
The pations in Canada have no. ;

tained but by laborious forethought—and

i

this object is one demanding serious
attention and study.

If it be possible that & safo insurance
can bo purchasablo at & reduced expense,
it is onr duty to seck and apply such in-
dividually.  That a reduction in this
respect can be made, there is no doubt;
but it is of that character which, unlike
ordinary commercial transactions, cannot
accruo except by striking out for our-
sclves.  There arc many worthy compa-
pics doing business, and at what is
considered reasonablo rates—some,indeed,
very low—yet tho agent interferes with
his fees and commission to the crtent of
from tno to three dollars on cach policy,
and tho expenses of well bred head-
quarters doublethe sum, 1t undoubtedly
will bo understood that there is a certain
amount of expenso ineurred in issning a

licy of insurance, but it may be regu-
ated towards the minimum to which it is
now comparatively a stranger.  The \)rc-
sent ratio of outlay against each policy
issued by the most popularly clicup com-
panies is as th.co to seven.

Two-thirds of that expeunse can easily
bo avoided, conscquently a corresponding
reduction in the generally adopted farm-
ers’ rates would Lo attainable.  Success,
however, would depend uch on tho
united cfforts of Grangers, cach assisting
alittle towands the general benefit, nnﬁ
while personally a reduction of five per
cent. on existing rates might to some ap-
pear insignificant, would, in the aggregate,
amouut 0 a large sum

In our opinton, no scheme can he
adduced other than that the sceretary of
each suboidinate Grange do the work in
his locality of the present agent, and for-
ward o t{o division sccretary, who, on
account of extra trouble and responsibility,

i

shonld be remunerated either by a slight

aro sure would gladly give it in such a
praiseworthy capaeity. — With them very

isumnee.

I'rotection and the Grange.

Duaring the last session of the Domin.
ion CGrange, held in- Toronto, it was
unanimously resolved to petition Tarlia-
ment to lovy a tariflon American produce
now conling into our markets duty freo,
while Canadian gnain was heavily taxed
when gent o the United States; and also
that the same mte of duty bo levied on
all agrienitural products coming into the
Dowminion from  foreign countiics that
imposo duty on Canadian produce. Tho
tenor of the petition was not so much a
protective tariff ns to havoe equal rights—
oither protection or freo trade.

Tetitions wero langely sipned in differ-
ent parts of Canada, not only by members
of tho Order but farmers in  general,
Whatever other kuowledge those who
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were not connected with the Society had,
they readily conceded that this feature
aloue, representing the opinions of the
agriculturists of the country as a body on
any question that affected their interests,
was one which should recommeand the
Socicty to every intelligent farmer. Rates
of tariff had been greatly influenced
hitherto on farmers’ produce by boards of
trade representing their viows as a body
in n sissilar manner.  The present stato
of the conntry, the financial crisis and
depression in trade, has hrought the ques-
tion of Free Trade and Protection promi-
nently Lefore the country during this
session, and the petition of this large body
has been looked forwand to with consider-
ablo interest by all classea.  The petition,
however, from some unknown cause, has
nover mado its appearance.  If the Do-
minion Grange acted in good faith in
taking up such an nuportant question as
a national tariff, they ccrtaitay should
have scen that tho opinions of their
petitioners were duly respected by sub-
mitting them to Parllament.  To what-
cver part of the Grango this dereliction of
duty is due, wo do not know. If the
Execcutive Comnmittee, in whose hands
the petitions were placed, wero satisfied
from the number received thiat a general
opinion was expressed on the question
wlich they asked them to support, they
had no right to ignore them, no matter
what thoir imlivisuni opinions wero on
T'ree Trule or Protection The question
of politicalinterference could net certainly
have been auy cause why this committee
failed to bring tns matter before Parlia-
ment, as the supporters of the petition
embraced both sides of politics.  If, on
tho contrary, the different sccretarics into
whoso hands the petitions felt faited to do
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their dutyin not bringing the subject fully
Wo wouid not speak

I lotters asking about tho matter,  Several
. who took a prominent part in disseminat-

tion from ontsiders,  What thciy should + considerably rests the suceess of Grango | ing tho petitions, attended Parliament in

tho hiope of hearing this bronght forward
during the debate on the budget. A better
opportunity conld not havo prosented
itself. Tho matter of Protection and ¥reo
‘Frade, it is not our intention fully to dis-
cuss ot present, Tt is possiblo to protect
too much, and injure the gencral good
by throwing tho manufacturing interests
of tho country into the hands of large
capitalists and monopolists.  Free Trado
may do well for Great Britain with depen-
dencics in overy part of the globe, whero
shio can securo the produco of every climo
independontly of any othier power outsido
Ler own cmpire.  The petition of the
Grangers lias been fair and reasonable—to
protect their interests on the same
terms that their next-door neighbors do.
It is ceitainly not reasonable to allow
Americans to flood Canadian markets
free, and charge duty ongrain they happen
to want from us.  Only in one kind of
grain, corn, we do not want their produce
for our own consumption. It is alone
beneficialto a fow millers who get inferior
American wheat and brand  the flour
Canadian, and thus injure our standing
in the English rrrkets.

Lord Chancellor.
Th accompanying engraving represents
the imported Lincoln Ram, Lord Chan-
cellor, the property of Richard Gib-

has been a successful competitor at tho
various shows in Canada and the United
States. Mr. Gibson hes spared no pains

o e v U best- steaing-in—Tugiand:

The ‘hrother of Tord Chancellor was the
winner of first_prizes a¢ the mecting of
tho Royal Agricuitursl Society of Eng-
land, and first, as a shearling, at the great
Lincolushire show, in a class of 52 com-
petitors, \
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Cutting off Small Stores.

There is a great cry that the Grange
Society is doing an injury to the
trade of the country by not déaling with
their next door neighbor, who keeps a
small storc.  Of course it dues scem &
little Liard not to deal with him, looking
at it from this standpoint, But Grangers
know this is not a principle followed by
businessmen. Thecountrymerchants,wich-
in the radius of London, say, should buy
from this place in preference to Montreal
or Toronto, just because it is the nearest
commereial centre and they should pa
tronisa their neighbor. This, indeed,
would be ;irotccnon rown to seod.—
Grangers hold no ill will to amall stores,
but the really eannot deal with them
profitably.

A great aumber of them, probably,only
buy in the same quantities that ono
Grange does. They havo not capital suf-
ficient to buy in agood market, and they
are thus necassitated in buying just what

ods they .an get at tho time,  They

ave uo choice of markets, from the fact
that only somo wholesals dealer will take
their paper. Inthis stato of things it can
casily Lo scen that theso one-horse stores
must go to the wall, and be supplied by
others on a larger scale, that, for a fair
profit, will sell to the Patrons for cash.

Over half of theso small stores could be
easily dispensed with.  They all must
Lo supported by tho famming commumty ;
and instead of supporting seven or eight,let
them keep up one good once.  Instead of
cotnpetition regulating prices and keeping
business in a healthy state, in this caso it
only makes it worse  I'rofits must be
made from some source, and a good many
tricks of trade have to be resorted to.
Whatever temporary derangemnent the
Grange Socicty may cause in trade rela-
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