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E. A TES FARDE

:N ail ages aniong te Indiant

nat*ons of our continent, fes-.

te year have becît cclelbratetd
with great poanp, aaîd cere-
îuony. Our Christaitas festi-

val, whicli wo are uow approaciîing, is coin-
uiemorated ouly by te Chtristiait Indian, aud
la îîot purciy a feast o! tho aborigins. Tite
religion of the red inan does not teacli o! a
Clirist. Their oute Cod is a great and ail-
powerful, upirit %vlio watciaes aud guards
the Indiauts. and whicn l!.> oaa earth is
ended, takes hitn away Vo a t;,îappy
hunting-ground," Vo live and hutit tlrouglh-
out eternity.

The cereunonies o! the ancietat Iudian festi-
vals wer'. &as regular as lu our own Cliristian
churehes; but, uulike our festivals, thîey
corbisted entirely o! sports, gaines, damices
and amusemeînts. One o! tie greatest feasts
waws e-lcbrated at New Year7s, wlieîx thiere
Was te killing o! tie whîite dog, sud daucilîg
aud feasting wvas kept up for iiine days.
Tbis festival is stili celebrated aînonc, lthe
Six Nation Indiaus o! tlîe Grand "Rivcr
Reserve.

During te Indisati year there were origin-
ally six nationtal festivals, aud Vhaey were o!
a decided religicaus citarater, and wcre Iooked
forward Vo as a seaison o! joy and rcjoicing.
The llrsb. festival wvas lield lu te spring wbcn
te corn, beans and squash hall ripened, aud
the iuaple syrup, had begun Vo flow. It was
called te ,"Grecn Corn Festival." Tite
Indians gathered beneath tbe green bougbls
and iaaade preprtions for te feSt, whlti
was coaîducte wit tic utniost order and'
soleuînity. Titis was a feast whîchi was
particularly pleaaing to lia-%veii-ie-yu. The
cercniony was opened b>' soane appropriate
addresses, and onc o! tlîeir nuanber exercised
la geaieraIl supervision during te celebratioxîs,
and pres-ided at te fenst Ai te tribes o!
Indians gathered, aud took part in thesaus-
inents and religions instruction.

The Huter'a Fcast, ms celebrateil after
bte Indians ha returned froin an expedition,
and wals a sort o! u thanksgiv'ing festival for
te rame thacy havi obtaiaaed in ti. latait. and

for t] udr safe return Vo lîeir familles
Tito Harvest, Feast anouîg te Indians w&s

regu!ated bv te forriardness and backward-
nesa o! tc Imarvest. aud iV was observed as a
very solcatmn oc=4uilo1. IV was celebrabcd by
t'ho offcriuig up o! Vue firut-fruits o! te itar-
vest at te berinning o! te flrsV aew umoon
in 'whicli te cora becaîtie full carcd. The
citief arrangea a Viiie for beginning te festi-
val, whiei lasted titrc days, and( was speut
i feCasthg and gports. X~very fatuily coat-

tributed soaîictiting to titi!; feasi, suci as
utelon, niaize and bteans. ther> was a ftfasV
of Daily ' Sacrifice, and a Fcast o! Lovc, wlîicit
latter consisted of a rencwi o! old iricnd-
stipe. lThe linians &te and drank together,
w&flccd togetiter witli anu% entwined. Thc
Young nîcu anmd wotncn dsaiced togct.ber in
circles front norning mîtîtil cvening, Vo nialce
light their he.arts anmd -"iife theni iat love
boore te. "AlIpowcnful Spirit."
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Title Iîîdiauî worship origially coisiistctl of
two paîrts, sacrifice aîad cititico. lThe etintceo
wvas p)erforiied by a round of dianîCes, 80ougsf
and a houts. Tihe fu-tst consistedl of hiot cakes
mnade of new corni whIic1i litd previoutsly beeni
wrappod in lbaves and tîteni baiked iii ashes.

At these festivals there %vere niany forins
of dane4 induiged iu, and every daînce liad
its peculiar stop, andI every step its iielîiaxglé..
T.hcre was te buffklo dlance, the scalp dance,
the bcggar's dance, thle boasting dance, the
bull dance, the bear dance, ettgle dance, dog
dance, .41ave dance, dsvr dance, and t.ho
dance o! to braves. Tliî-re wero iu 'ail
thirty-two distinct dances, alld noue like the
dauces of civilized societ.y:- not the graceful
laie or easy inoveaicut o! cotillion or q1uad-
rill1e. Tite Indiain dancs wcre brisk and
noisy; tlîey were a forai of worship, or tit
appeal to the Great Spirit

The discovery dance was exceediaagly droll.
WVitlout auausie or soit; it was conducted. Th'le
only souaid was the patting, of the feet, wlîiclî
cile siianult4iucously to the groutid in iperfect
Mine. Th> ladiatas stepped, forwand ii a
skulking posture overlooking the country,
and profe-medl to announce the approaicli of
siiiials or enciiiics.

Tite slave dance ,vas a picturesque scelle,
dancecl by youing braves o! the best faiiiilics
of te tribes, who v9lu'itcred Vo be slaves
for two years, and subject, to perfori any
inenial service that the chie! auiight order, no
inatter how huaiiliating or (legradiaig. But
after servinrg the $,wo years tlîey wcrc exemplt
ever aftcr f roi ai labor or dcgrading occupa-
tion.

Tite dog daînce consted of the killhag o!
two do'gs- iii the presence of the asseuialedl
audience, and it was then esten unrooked.
A spiritcdi dance followed.

Tite scalp dance wvas given lifter a félast Vo
celebrate a victory %voit. Jt wvas daaîced, iu
the dead o! nigbit by the dlini biglai o! torches
113 the clîlefs alone, after the return o! al war
part>' %vitha te scalps obtaiticd iii battie.
Thtis danîce was kept ni) for fifteu iiiglîts4 i
,succes ion. ite chia>fs brandisdaed te icallis
and war wcapoaîs above their licads, bri;r
sere2uningc,, and ail juaaîpiing togretlaer on bot
frmet at the saine tine, witî ne sianultaaîous
slap and blow. During thes> frantie keaps
and yclps, evcry aian distorted his face aud
siatpp)ed bis teeth. No description coula
couvey to the readers the frightful cet. o!
these scenes, enactcdi as tl.ey wcre in the
dead aud darkliess o! aigla..

'rite begg-ar's dance wivi a vcry spirited
dance performued lin order to gain faivors
Tite yonng mcen were beautifiiy equippcd ini
breecla clouts or kilts isuade of esgic's or ravera'.s
quilîs, and withl lances aud pilws and0 ratties;
Vhicy itcppcd out in tiinoi to Vue belitintg of a
drnm.e

l)iaeii. the bcar dance tlîe entire skiai of
the bear WaS worti, alld evcrv dancer iaîîititted
the notions o! the bear.

Tite cagle dance was cekebratted in boatr o!
that bird, for whica te Indiati lians a religi-
ons regard. Tite twclve or sixtecn ludiaus
who took part lu it. wcre paintcl over ivita
whitte Clay, alla caclihebecin luis bianni the
bail of Ail cagle.

Tite bull dance continue] for fiftcu iini-
iites. Perfect tiinte was ke)t, aud when
niusie and anciaig stopped, whlicli Wnas
ltlways perfcctly simnulit-alieoliq, the wlîole
nation rxised tuie lîuizta, alld a doafening
8bout of approbationa. Titi- maste.r o! cere-

autonie.s, or the 0. [ti-paît1, .litire.l bltek to tb.>
sacred wi-,waîîn ; -sad so cîîded. the. «« Fetival
of tho Aborigiine."

Christmas.

How i4weet thtu .îurry jtoy-l>ist riig.
uit tclliîîg tf la Saviottr'4 hirthi,
<10fl1will lt allait, anlladi iteo txirtlî.

Wu liail 'I'Iic, liciis.l>ni 1>riineu tf 1'oact,
:r1l, gurittare . tlul novwer m4L4o

Did.i#.tbsdou to ourt' with talait hi dwvcll.

Ilt.-utiaa ltd, the childruit tisig,
For Jua.:aa itq th> cljidtruiai kitg*
lho wai. a& luèbe, a ltoy, fi tulail -
l1ow tqotdrous was iielt.'i plati

Ycsq, atwect arech Clîrh.tnai t l>ulglt.t. to aie,
ThoIns hlumetd 1.atl> of ;'îar
Thoua' failtil Slicerdl(Ix cf tlh l.îiep,
1)o4t adi ttay I.iili ini afety kcaqs-I.

W~licit CIîrititias tayat oit etrti axobe
.And wu haive kuft thtia ,inortid are,
110,11 tIulcc Ilie raisollied tblues- Allove.
T> adaro witit liiii Ilis Fattlttr'a 1,vu.

Amunolg 1lq illîany ilztnionxi it,
WVitcla Ho lu. prsanised tas prepêtro,
Wlieii.tdi lifesa bi soroî arc laid clown,
lIcII give cacha faiithful auto a crswià.

.1.SIEI A. 1'EAvOCK.

"fow DO '%ou like your aîew~ quarters ?"
aaskiet te lanidiord, pleiisaintly. 'l'ie 110W

teant iu the inoderii apartuacait bouse looked
the rooisis over sud stily raejoined: " lheste
areîî't quairters. Thcsý tire eig;litli."

Is Tiii. wvorld aIl grown np? 1 1 chil<lbood
dead ? Or is thiert> not ii the boseai o! the
wisest and te be4t of the cliild' hîeurt leit,
to) re-spoaîd t its earliest cncliaatisicuts ?-

S ý1XýýNCLUbblflg Offers.$

These are the groatemt ctublns
lngt 1he co.uwIll elf. ta.vy je-
cied savlngl. Magazlins wilI b
somnt to différent aiddesmos if sel

a-o-,de red. .
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