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From the Nostiern Whig.
NOTES ON MANURES.

Throngh those curious changes, pro-
duced by the action ol life, upon the dead
and inanimate materiad which na®are has
placed on the crumbling rock, and pul-
verulent soily the time of our Boliust
mountains, aud the potash, and soda,
which enter into the composiion of the
lofty granite mghlands of the Couaty of
Pown, are brougit into the structure of
our wheat and potatoes: the dead miue.
tals become a porhion of the living vege.
tables, and are destined 1 tine to bld
up the temple of the human body, under
the infleence of a higher and nobler or.
ganization, the fime awving solidity to its
bony trame waork, while the other mines
ral elements of the soil contnbate to the
formation of its muscuiar covering.  The
growth of crops of wheat and potatoes
tust, therefore, ramove from the sotl
large amount ol its mmeral matters; the
cattle which wo send to Eogland, togeed
the smiths of Shefli A, and the spianers
of Manchester, must, alwo, carry nway
in their bones and mascles, a large amonnt
of the ingredicnts of our fiekls. It can-
not b tan strasgly inpressed upon the
mind of every farmnr, thal every erp bie
raises, that every weed that springs up
inhis fizkd, robs it of semething; and
that, when he is disappointed to find that
the sced which he placed in the ground
in Spring, vields a starved-looking and
unprofitable plast in the harvest, it 1s be-
cause the soil has bean exhausied of the
materials reqaired o give streagth (o its
stalk, and devclopment lo its head.  To
maintain the prodactivencss of our fields,
wa must give back to them the mineral
matters taken away; if we succeed n
replacing the amount lost, we will renew
their fertility, and if we can increase the
supply of the clemeats of nutrition, we
will be fewarded Ly an increased pro-
duce. Qur farmers, tanght by centurnies
of expericence, labour difigently to main«
tain the productiveness of their ficlds by
manures 5 but, unfortunately, hitherto
their sole attention has been given to the

for that supply of foodd, which an improved
agricuiture, and proper attenuon to the
preservation of the home supply of ma-
nure, wonld enable the hosbandman to
enteaet t-om the satls of tus own country.
How absurd, as I lately tuok occasion to
shew, that we should tax ourselves to con.
struct converient mcansg by which the
very matenals, capatie, to @ great ex.
teat, of obviating (e deterioration of our
fickls, may be coaveyved into the oceau,
and washed away from our shores

It is a wisa and beautifal provisien of
nature, that the matenals which our crops
abstraet {rom the sotl, for their food—for
our support—should not remain in the
body for ever, nor even antid the bady it.
sell he dissoived tnio its original elements
of carth and asr; every day, every honr,
those materals, having performed the
part assigned to thein by the Creator, are
scparated (rom the living frame, con-
veried again into dead matter, to a form
capable o’ supplyving new races of plants
and geaerations of animals, with the ma.
temmls for theie existonce. gliow exqui.
sitely beautiful is this arrangement @ and
yvet.in Gus country, with a sirange in.
difference, wo tarn asude From this enor.
mauns supply of fertilising ingredients,
which nature yearly provides for our nse,
and our public bodies seem to think it
more judicions to send 5,000 miles for the
mineral malters contained 1o the exere-
ments of birds, than to construct resers
voirs for retaimng the far more vainable
guanos which fiow away from our cities,
and poilnte the walers of our rivers; we,
however, prefer to pereeive the hime, the
phosphorus, and other matters, carried
awav from our cities, after they have
made the circuit of the world ; for, flow.
ing into the sca, these substances serve
for the nourishment of the innumerable
plants wiich imhahit ats waters, from the
wicroscopic conferva to the meantic kelp
{Frcys Groaxtuus), which Darwin tells
us, -ends up a stem 360 fect in length;
these plants of the sea,-nourished by the
substances dissolved 1a its waters, support
sountiess tnibes of fish, which are again

preservation of what is terined # farm. { devoured by the hicds of prey, which, in
yard manure,” while they have treated | some countries congregate in immense
with neglect that great sonrce of the food | Nacks, covering the islands, along the
of plants, obvionsly provided by natuse {coasts which they frequent, with their

as 2 means of wmnintainiag the unim. | Pxcrements.

|

paired fertility of the carth, and of sup-
plying food for itsincreasing population.

Where rtain is abundant,
as on the islands along the Irish and
Scotitish coasts, it is itnpossible for this

‘But it is not the farmer that we should jnniter to accumuiaie to any great ex-
accuse of neglect, when our edueated la- { tent g but ia Iatiudes }vhcrc rain scldom
gislators, sa dircctly interested in tho soil, | falls, 1t hias, a5 on lhq islands on the west
‘give no attention to this imporlant mat- | coast of South America, in the course of
£ér, buy aro content to look to other lands | centurics, produced immensc deposite.—

It appears that the people of South Ame.
rica, Jong before the arrval of their Spa.
nish conquerors, were acqnainted with
the value of these depaosits, ns manures,
for feetiliziag therw soils; and that of the
Incas, or rulers, of the Peruvians, enacted
laws for their cazeful preservation, An
old Spanish autharity, Gurcilasso de la
Vega, whose conunentaries were pube
lished in 1360, gives us an interesting
account of tie islands upon which the
birds ‘congregate, and the precantions
adopted for their preservation :—*In the
time of the lIncas, tho precautions ob-
sesved for the preservation of these birds
were so geeat, that dunng the breeding-
timie no une could land upon the islands,
which served them asa resort without
incuring the pemalty of death—an cnact-
ment intended to prevent them from be.
ing disturhed and driven {cotn their nests.
At no time of the year was it lawful ta
kall them ; and in cases of infraction. the
same penalty was awarded.  Euachisland
was destined tor the sapply of a particus
lag pravinee; but, 1f large, was allotted
to two or more. The guano deposils.
were then apportioned ofi, and hounda.
ries “xed Lo each division, in order that
the persons of one province or district
might not trespass upon the jurisdiction
of another. A subihivision under proper
authorities was then made for each town,
when the dung was distnbuted in nliot.
ments proporlionate to the number of
residents requining it.”  How strikingly
do the excellent arrangements of the an.
cient Peruvians contrast with the shame-
ful negligence of a ration which hoasts
of her supericr cultivation, and yet is
forced to avail herself of the guanoes pro-
served by the wisdom of th:e Awmorican
Sovereigns, to restore fo tae ficlds of Ire.
land and England the malters squandered
by the indifference and carclessness of
many generations.

The first formal introduction of the
guano of South America to the British
public, toolk place at the dinncr of the
Royal Agricultural Society of England,
at Liverpool, July 1841, when Lord Stan.
ley gave an account of its valuable fere
tilizing qualities. Before that time, a

Aew:parcels had heen introduced into tha

country, and were regarded as agricultu.
ral curiositics, but no onc conld have bz
lieved that, bofore many ycars, the pso~
ple of England would, in a single year,
expend more than a million of money in
the purchase of this article. The sue.
cessful 7esults which followed the appli.
cation of the cargoes which arrived in

Liverpool and London in the end of 1841,



