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Meointt Tabor.

W E rode wcstward on the shoulder of Gerizim, and
wdescendcd, amid grovos and babbling brooks, te the

hack of Nablous. The central position cf Nablous (the
anoient Shechexu or Sychar, and the Roman bloapolie) bas
always made it a place cf commercial importance. It stands
in the midst cf one cf tho richeet sections cf P'alestine, and on
the great thorougbfaro frein Joruzalern te Samaria and
Daniacue, and abso frein Gitead te tlîe Mediterranean, and
coneequently it has always had both internai resourees and

forcigao t=de The population, according to Dr. Porter, con-
siste fabu eigbt thoueand persons, of wbona five huudred
are Christians, one hundred sud fifty Samaritans, sud about
eue lîundred Jewe, and the reat ail Nkahonwlans.

We wero early on the road uiext moruîng, and enjoyed the
ride through the chamming Vale o! Nablous with a keen
relisli. Turning nortb.west, and crossing the western shoulder
of louuit Ebal, and thon tbreading our way througb severat

pleasant ittle wadies, wo came in about twe heure te a eta-
mit, whore we had a fillI view cf the village cf Subustiyeh,
the ancicut city cf Samaria. A long toileome clinib under the
midday suri, and wo came te the brew of the mounitain over-
lookiug wbat Van de Velde enlie Esli Sburkiyeb, or the Plain
of Jtamah. We st down by tho road-side lu a tbrifty grovo
cf fig.trces, and luuched. This valîcy is oneo f exceeding
beauty sud fertility. Tbe bille ail about it arc crewned with
prctty white Villages, proîninout among wçhich is liamali.
Can tbie bc the anciont Ramab, or Ramathainx.zophim, whcro
Samnuel was bora? (1 Sain. i. 1.) Graduatly tho Plain o!
taînah merged into that o! Dothan, proporly called Plain et

Arrabck. This valy is longer sud 1broader, sud of a richer
cioil, than the eue above. bts groateet length le nortb-east
sud south.weet, and frein the bilt of Dotlian, looking soutb.
wet, it presents au appearauce as fertile sud lovely as tbo
Most luxuriant vates of Englaad or Anaerica.

May 28. Jenin (Ea.Ganniui, Fountain o! Gardons) le at
the very hcad cf the Plain o! Eedraolon, and bas a coin.
maading sud beautif ul location. There are at preet frein
twe thoueand te tbree thoueand inhabitauts, o! wbom a few
are Christians. Thc bouses are e! atone, and for an Arabic
town o! the clase, it le Walb built. As an lsraelitisb city it
wau assigned te the Levites, sud belougcd te tho territory of
lasachar (Jeeli. xix. 21 ; \xi. 129). The ride across the Plain
cf Eedraelon was very pleasaut. 31ount Gxlboa loomed up ou
oui' rigbt all the way. From a knoll, by the road oide we had
an extended viow lookiag weetwardI and could sec the noted
battlefield o! Meeiddo, sud aise sevorat little villages. WVe
reacbed Jezreel (Ler'in) aoon a!ter nine P. m. :a poor, squatid
village. It atande ou a low bill, which, is eue o! a sories o!
broken apure ruuning nortb.west frein the foot o! Jebel
Fukuali, the noteif Ždounit Gilboa. The southernannd
western aides e! the bill are coinparatively low and suaootb,
but the uorthern aud taetern are steep aud rocky. Basba
sud ' Omri, kinge o! lsrael, lad cach eelected. a uew capital,
and wby should net Aliab? And so, while Ahab did net
abanudon Satnaria, hoe establisbed a second capital on this site.
And it was wcll wortby o! bis choice. The situation is superb.
bly oye swept at ease frein the fùet o! Carmel o11 tlîo north.

West, to tho valloyeof the Jordan on the ouat, thilstaking in the
entire Iength of the plain, and nearly the whoe broadth of
Western Palestine.

Frein Jer.reel we descendodi along the north-wost stope ocf
Gilboa to 'Ain Jaluci, known in the Bible s the Moil cf Harod
(.Judges Vii. 1), %a as the " fountain whiohi is in Jezreel I
(1 Sam. xxix. 1). 'Ain Jaluil in oonaocted with at leat two of
the groatest known events iii tho bistory of the lerAelites
tho battio betwoon Gidoon and tho Midianites, '.nni that
betweon Saut and the Philistincs.

Froin 'Ain Jalud, our course lay eattward dowrx the 'Valley
of Jci.rcl. Boisait occupies the site of the ancoet Both.
shean, the Seythopolis of Christ'@ day. It wan always a
stronghcold of the Philistines, and ono of the few citios, an
Gaz~a, Askelou, and othors of the Mettiterranean cnaut, which
wa.s nover capturod froin tixoi by the lsraelitcs. The situ cf
Retb.sboan ie juest wlîere the plain cf Jezreol dips towardu the
plain of the Jordan. Bosidles the river Jalud, thoe are two
or thrce other streains Ilowing noar it. The ruins of the,
ancient city are vory extensive, and soine of thoni well.pre.
served. Over and tbrough rich ieklds, some cf wlîich bud net
yet been reapcd, we toiled, and about duek roached oui' camp
at Sulein, the site cf the Scriptural Shuneni. Frein the
village cf Sulein, well elevate-d on the rising greund dircctly
under Little Hermon, or tîxe billPilereli (Judges vii. 1), tiiere
ie a fine view loeking eouth-west acroas the Plain cf Es.
draclon te Mounit Carmel. As we rode away under the cloar
moruing suni, by tle iittle flouriahing village, the whole simple
story cf the Shuuanîmnite'n dome&tie jey and serrew rose like
a picture before me.

Continuing arondé the western 8houldier cf Little Hermon
(Jebet Duby), and turning castward, iu about f ifty minutes
we approached the modern village of Nomn (ancient Nain),
porched up on a north-west projection of the zneuntain
(Lukeo vii, 12 and 13). To the very tomba, wbich we coul
see in the inountain aide, the fuinerat proce'ssion~ was probably
on ite3 way wben Jeaus met it, and Hial "Wcep net" tell upon
the stricken mothor's car. The rude village lias nothing 110w
te attract but its location and it3 sacrcd associationti. ln oui'
spproach te Non wve had. our first view cf M1ount Tabor
(Jebel Tur), lying te the north-east. Smooth, round. aud
apart, in ferin the segment of a circle, it riscs with geutte
swell froin tîxe plain. Its aides are Weil wooded te the very
top, but at a distance the projection cf tha trees, as we]I au
every othcr projectien, is lest in the mass cf uubroken green.
A quick ride along the uortbern elopea cf Little Hermon
brought us te the site cf Endor (Endur), whero the witch
lived with whom Saul liai the remarkable interview the niglit
before the ill-fated battle of (ribea. Abeve the village, at
the base cf the cliffs which, stand back cf it, is a cave, in
which there is a pool of water, supplied. by an uneaing
spring. lu titis cavera we sat and read the acceunit con.
tained in 1 Sain. xxviii. 7-25. After coming eut cf the cave
1 stood gazing at Tabor, loath te beave the spot, aud ere 1 knew
it mny companiens were far ahead cf me, spurrinur ever the
plain. Througli waving wheat, of a rankuesa andÎuxuriance
enrpassing any grain yot seen, and very free frein tares and
weeds, we galleped. tilt we came te the little village cf Dobu-
rieli, at the foot cf Tabor on the west. The naine of this
village contains its history. It marks the supposed site te
whieh Barak, under the dirction, of Deberah, gathereci the
boste of Jsracl againet Sisera, the captain cf Jabin (Judgcs
iv. 6). WVe turned east aud began, the ascent cf Tabor throngh
a narrow, stony, hot valtey. la a little while we rode into a
thick growth of dwarf cake and terebinthe. The path att the
way up wae winding and rough, but nowhere very stcep or
diflicult. We rcachcd the summit in forty.five minutes. The
surinit is only oe thosnd feet above the plain, and yet
from it tîxero is a perfect aurvey cf the whobe region. Lookiug
uorth are the meunitains of Lebanon, tipped with 510w;
IMouatain Hermon; the town cf -Safed, shining bîke ^' white
Bpeck ; Kura fiattin, the Mounit cf Beatitudcs ; eastward the
Son of Galilce (the first elimpse of it in gcing ncrth>, the
Moutains cf Bashan, the Plain cf l'aber, sretehing te the
Sea cf Tiberias, and the Valley of the Jordan juet below the
Boa; south-east Beth-ahean, and Mlount Gîlo-ad ; and south.

tajet bulow Ender, Fain, and Little Hermon ; eouth-
West tebroad eweep cf the Plain cf lBedraolon, bounded by
the bille cf Ephraim and Mlount Carmel ; and westward, as
through a gateway at the foot cf Carmel, the great ses, and
thon the bille of Galilce, until the oye restet upon, the heighta
adjacent to Nazareta. De8conding frein Tabor, we took the


