
PAPER ANI) INK.

PRESERVATION OF COUNTLESS
NEWSPAPEIRS.

IT is generally known that at the Iritish
M[useumiî is Ireserved a c(o>py of every

newspaper publisled iii the United Kingdomn
and that the collection of early newspapers
is unique, having never suffered bv fire or
accident. But probably few people hve ever
thouhlît of, mu ci less realized, the immense
amount of labor involved in keeping up the
collectioni, in binding, classifying and pre-
serviiig the papers ready for use in the news-

paper reference roon.
Aniyone wio lias lad occasion to conîsult

the iiewspaper files knows how simple it is.
He walks into a conifortable rooi, and fills
up a fori with the naime and date of the
journal lie wisles to consuit. It nay be one
of tI earliest papers published, a cenitury or
lialf a ceitury old, or it may be oie of recent
issue, but in anv case it is placed hefore hii
in a few minutes, and lie is free to pore over
its contents as long as lie likes. When lie
lias dloie witli it, back it goes to the cala-
comhs blow, where are miles upon illes of

passages in which the newspapers are kept.
An average of 546 iapers a day are

receive(l at Ile iiiuseum ; these are sorted.
folded and registered, and a watcli lias to be
kept to sec that every paper coies tlat
ought to comie. Should any fail to arrive,
the publislier lias to be written to, and, if
necessarv, tlircateied with pains and penal-
ties; and so carefilly is aIl this done that
during a period of maniy years there arc
scarcely lialf a dozen mîissing >papers.

If we can iake ourselves agrecal to the
gentleman ii charge of this departmienit we
muay find ourselves walkinig along passages
linied witi bulky voluies, edgcewise, fromîî
iloor to ceiliii or, ratlier, wlat would be
tIe ceiliiig if there were one, for these stor-
age places are on a curious principle.

Tle pissages-they are niot roois- are
oie above the other, tliree deep, and instead

.of intervening iloorings there are iron grat-
in. fs so tliat the liglit of day comiies tliroigli
tIe roof and linds its way down IoI the base-
mîîenît. It is curious t1 look upi froimI the

gfrounid floor at thle uipper stories, wailled withi
books. and listen to tIe patter of tIe feet of
the assistants, wiho are conîstanîtly ioving
about fetching or returniing books.

'le only liglit used is tle light of day and
the onily heat is fromî underground hot water
pipes whicli are outside tle building. On a
foggy day tle place is in darktness, and it is
impossible to get any books. iut if for anyv
purpose it is necessary to peneietrate tle
labyrinîth of passages, tIe only liglit allowed
is a lamp carefully fasteied with a Chubb's
Iock, wliclh is lighted aid locked by tle
superintendent.

To these safeguards is attributed tIe fact
that tIe library lias escaped catastrophe froi
lire. Only once lias there beeti Ile least
danger. That vas over thirty yeurs agu,
wlieti a fire occurred in tle buookbitiders'
shop. and sone ialf-a-dozei books were
destroyed and otlers injured.

Ail Ile bookkbitiding is done on tIe
premises. and, with so imany newspapers to
be biounîd, there is quite a glut of binîding.
hie iiewspapers accuiulate so fast that it is

impossible to keep pace witi Ile work, and
onie secs iige biundiles of papers stored
away in odd corners. Tlie systei pursued is
that papers as tlicy arrive are placed in pigeon
loles until a " bindable - quantity is accumn-
ulated ; theil tliey arc tied up in buidles, and
h aviig been bound, are traisferred to the
permanent shelves, of whicl there are more
miles than oie wouild care to ieasure. It
is onie of the statistical facts aboit tle
iuseuim which has been accepted as unti-
douted, that there are over thirt-tvirec
miles of slielves stored witli books.-Prn-
ing Times mad Li/igrapheur.

It is stated that tie world consumes
4,ooo,ooo steel pens daily.


