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The season of our annurl meeting of Synod
isnow at hand, and it becomes the Ministers
and Elders, who, in thegood providence of God
may soon meet together in solemn assembly,
to bie even now poundering the important ques.
tions to which theirattention may be directed.
As the Synod isthe supreme court of appeal
and review, it is of course impossible to know
beforehand all the important questions which
may bebrought under diseussion.  But in our
peculiar circumstances,there arc certain matters
which must, from year to year, occupy a large
measure of our attention. Among these we
may mention asof prime importance, our Iome
Mission operation,, and our Theological Insti-
tution, The first of these, our Home Mission
work, deserves our most serious consideration,
just beenuse it scems to be the great work to
which we, as a Church, are called. We are
placedin a new,a large, and arapidly extend-
ing field,  We have to aid in moulding the
moral and religious character of a new com-
muuity, that may in future generations have a
most impurtant part tosct in connexion with
the cvangeliatizon of the world. Every in-
dividual christian, and every separate portion
of the christian chureh, has some special mis-
sion, sume peculiar work, and it scems the
great work to which our Church is called,
to carry on, with vigour and efficiency, the
work of lome Missionary operations in our
own bounds. We say then, that this matter
ehould reecive a large share of our attention
when we meet in Synod.

In close connexion with this stands our
Theological College. We are by no means of
opinion that frequent. or unnecessary changes
are at all desirable in connection with the
College.  On thecontrary, we would deprecate
frequent interference with it.  Neithor do we
agree wich these, who would expect to seesuch
an institution as ours, as in every respect per-
fect all at once. It must grow up gradually
to maturity and to perfect efficiency. Butstill,
it is most desirable that it shou!d be adapted,
as fur as possible, to our circumstances and to
our wants, and made as efficient as means will
allow. Inconncxion with this, we would ex-
press an opinion, based on pretty long and ex-
tensive obscrvation and experience, that ere
long some permanent provision,—we mean,
some endowment, raised by the contributions
of our people, must be contemplated. Wher-
ever no such provision esists, perpetual difficul-
ties are experienced, and a state of ceascless
uncertainty prevails. We do not uf course
meam that at the present tinte any thing can
bedone- But the matter must be keptin view,
Our friends must view such a provision as not
only desirable, but &s almost necessary. In

ordmnr) times we have no doubt of lhc prac:

ticability of an effort in this dircetion, Were

a few lurge-hearted members of the Church to
tako the matter in hand, we have no doubt of
sticeess, by the blessing of God. It has bren
attempted and in a great measure accomplish-
od in Nova Scotin, It has been begun in Eug-
land. The new College at Glargow has been
endowed through the munificence of an in.
dividua). lave we no Dr. Clark, or Mra,
Magee, to begin a work of such importancee, not
only to the present, but to succeeding genera.
tions?

The subject of union teo must necessarily
occupy a lurge share of attention at the Synod,
In accordance with the instructions of last
Synod, the Committee on Union, in co-operation
with the Committee of the United Presbyterian
Church, have drawn up a basis of union, which
must now be submitted to the two Synods,
which meet at the same time, and in the same
city. Union, without mutual confidence, wonld
of course be no benefit, but an injury. DBut it
cannot be denied, that carried into cffect with
mutual confidence, and with a proper urder-
standing, and with harmony of views, union
would beagreat blessing, and would be produc-
tive of the most beneficial results not only to
presbyterians, but to the Provinee generally.
In various quarters the tendeney among Pres
byterians is towards union. In Nova Scotia,
union secems to be highly probable at no distant
day. In Australia the probability is that
union is already consummated, Committees
are appointed in England. Itis evident then
that throughout the Presbyterian community
in various lands, the feelingis in favour of
union, if at all practicable on sound prinai-
ples

We trust that thisand the other important
questions will be discussed and decided in
such a spirit and in such a way, as may be for
the glory of God, and conducive to theadvrance-
ment of the Redeemer's kingdom. Let our
people pray that much of the Spirit and pre-
sence of the great Head of the Church may be
with us at our mecting, and let all the Mem-
bers comeup with a resolution to srck the
advancement of the Redecmer’s glory, by the
very spirit with which they shall enter into the
business of the Synod. We do not say that
Presbyterianism is put on its trial, when such
meetings take place, but undoubtedly much is
done, either to exalt, or to prejudice our system
of ecclesiastical order, in the ¢yes of Christians
generally, by the tone and spintthat may pre-
vail amongst us.

We take it for granted that the attention of
the Syuod will be directed to the state of re-
ligion, and the desirableness, and necessity of
revival. Inother places therchave been evid-
ences of revival. At this very time, in many
parts of Scotland and England, thereare symp-
toms ofincreased attention to divine things, and
of deep and carncstawakening. Wefearthat we
arcrot sufficiently anxiousabout the matter,and
there are not such scarchings of heart as there
should be, and such earnest inquiries as to the

cause of our comparatively cold nnd backward
state, It {8 true, God claims it us his own
prerogative to grant the reviving influences of
His Spirit.  Butif, while other quarters enjoy
the refreshing showers of lis grace, we are
dry and parched, there must bLe a cause, and it
Liecotnes us to consider our state, and humblo
ourselves before God, and plead with him that
he would bless us, even us alo, und that he
would pour out water on the thiraty, and floods
upon the dry ground.  Such a subject ehould
most approprintely engage the nttention, and
draw forth the earnest prayers of the bretheen,
when they come together inSynod,

We carnestly trust that theretnay bea large
meeting of Ministers aud Eldera To fucilate
thig, we feel that we arenot going beyond the
bounds of propriety, when we suggest the
desirablences of cach congregation making
provision for meeting the expenses of Minister
and Elder. The business of the Synod, is not
private, but public,and it isbut right that those
whose benefit is sought to be promoted, should
assist in bearing the burden,

HISTORICAL RECO1RDS OF THE PRES.
BYTERIAN CHURCH,

Wo have often thought of the desirallencss
of collecting, in some systematic way, bhistori.
cal records of the Presbyterian Church in
Canadn. In the United States there is at least
one society called the Presbyterian Historical
Socicty, whose object i3 to collect information,
publish old theological works and sermons,
and otherwise to gather and preserve the in-
teresting worhs and relies of the past.  Latdy
an appeal bas Leen made by thissocicty to the
various Sess.ons throughout the States. No
doubt in answer to such an appeal, much inter-
esting information will be received, and many
impurtant records contributed. We have no
doubit that much good would result from the
organization of such 8 society, either within
our own church, or on a wider and more ex-
tended basie. In looking over the minutes of
some of the carlicr Synods of the Presbyterian
Church of Canada, in connexion with the
Church of Scotland, we find that an attempt
was at one time made to obtain historical ac-
counts of the several congregations. We do
not know what progress was made in this
matter. But we suspeet that the cffort was
not very successful.  Very soon so much busi-
ness of a more purely ecclesiastical nature came
before the Synod, as it met from time to time,
that the matter must have been necessarily lost
sight of.  Still thore must be many interesting
incidents and many important records in con.
nexion with the early planting of the Presby-
terian church in these DProvincess We
often listened, many years ago, when we
werc young in the ministry, with intense inter-
st and pleasure, to the accounts of his laboure
and toils, as narrated by the venerable servant
of the Lord, the Iate Rev. R. McDowell, whose
parish embraced the greater part of the front-
tier of Upper Canada. He himself has now,
mapy years ago, passed from the scene.



