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legible characters as to be known and read by all men.  This work
the apostles accomplished in having made of twain one new man, i ¢,
of Jew and Gentile one new institution, or ussociated hody, the
church ; and having placed this in all uations, in the most conspicuous
and elevated situations; in the most populous countries, the most
commereial states, and in the most renowned cities, they were taken
to heaven. and left the church, by its doctrine and example, to chris-
tianize the world.

All that has Leen necessary ever since was to hold fast the apostles’
doctrine and commandments. If this had been faithfully done, there
would have been no need, ai this moment, to talk of converting the
heathen. But it has happened, by the woeful departure of ambitious
and ignorant men, from the ancient simplicity of the new religion,
that the same awful erime is justly preferred against tue people called
Christians, that was, by an apostle, charged upon the Jews, viz. + The
christian name has been, through your crimes, blasphemed among the
heathen.” Yes, indeed, so blasphemed, so disgraced, so vilified, that
amongst those pagans that have heard of it, the term cksestien denotes
everything that is hateful and impious. If the channel of the vast
Atlantic were filled with tears of the deepest contrition, they would
not suffice to wash the * christian nations™ from the odium and tur-
pitude of crime with which they have dcbased themselves, so as to
appear worthy of the approbation of the pagans that know them best.
Nothing can be done worthy of admiration by the christians of this
age, with any reference to the eonversion of the pagan nations, until
the christians separate themselves from all the worldly combinations
in which they are swallowed up, until they come out from amongst
them thai have a form of godliness, but deny the power of it; until
they cast out all the selfish, muney-lovers, boasters, proud, blasphemers,
drunkards, covenaut-breakers, disobedient to parents, ungrateful, with-
out natural affection, slanderers, incontinert, fierce, betrayers, head-
strong, puffed up, and lovers of pleasure more than lovers of God;
until they form themselves into societies independent of hireling
priests and ecclesiastical courts modelled after the forum, the parlia-
_ ment, or national conventions ; until they cast to the moles and to the

bats the Platonic speculations, the Pythagorean dreams and Jewish
fables they have written in their erceds; until they rveturn to the
ancient model delineated in the New Testament ; and until they keep
the ordinances as delivered to them by the apostles.

- Then suppose a christian church were to be placed on the confines
of a heathen land, as some of them must inevitably be, the darkness of
paganism will serve, as a shade in a picture, to exhibit the lustre of
christianity. Then the heathen around them will see their humility;
their heavenly-mindedness, their hatred of garments spotted with the
flesh, their purity, their chastity, their temperance, their sobriety,
their brotherly love ; they will observe the order of their worship, and
will fall down in their assemulies, as Paul affirms, and declare that
God is in them of a truth. Then will be verified anew the words of



