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TMù question comles homne to us with immense force, Do Christian
believers nom, genierally enjoy this o.xpo-,rienice andi wield this pow'er ? We féar
no(t. Poîitecost iuiterpreted thuls i.s niot so xnuchel as the, 'idcal of soîno c1iurcie-ýs.
It is not likoely thon to bc realized by tliem. Alas ! i otir ownl clînrleos,
N%'ileoro entire hioiness is one or CC tiioso tings w-hicl ch mo st surfAly beliovud
Ca1101o11) US," and i ivhre exatuplos or ihoiy mcin and w'omn, fiilod w'iti thoe spirit
ai speaking ini bis poweor, are 1)>îeciouls1y Iîoardod imeinorics-low few tlîoî'
are Wlîo iî.'tve attainied to titis i.>nt ccostAl -grace 1 niMWe very iinucli fea te
Mojtiodist coiîniiiities are living fir 1jel0oV thiis glorlous priviiege. (Ie o
nlot deîîy the rcality, the siuîcerity of their Christiauiity. Tljey know Jesuis ini
the mystery or bis dcath and iii the power of bis rosuirrection. Tiîcy htave
died iitîlo sin and liave risen agin Vo liolincss anid ncwuoess of life. Naýy, they
iiave goxie ont as f.ir as Betliaîy, and have seen their visonl Lord " carried up
jîtto lwaveii; and wvith thieir îteuolSaviour have gonie tlitir affections,
their Itopes, thieir faith, and according Vo luis w'ord thoey are lookzing fur " ti
Promise of the Fathier." But soinehow thiey dIo niot get beyond this. Thoir
day of 1Pentecost does not fully corne. he fuiliiss of the Spirit is desired,
pra11veLl for, but not attained. 3Entiro Sanctification with thoîin is a polo-star,
Vo hoadmired fromi afcir-a sign mi the spirituial firmnament by whîicl tiîey miay
steer thieir course> but iiot to bie roachîod until they a-sconid t.o oternal glory.

hi1tentire sanceti fication is t] tus vo' ,ardid. titat oikîiwand choya-
tion of thie wl'hole spirituial lueé w'hichi nikos Ci doiîîg, go(od " to tihe souls of imoni
aL pasion, is hookzcd uponw~ith tire-ad. To be thus possessed w-ith the Spirit
would inake thiein very pecuhiar, wouhd stamip thoîni with a 111arked eccenýltricity,
anti Sot theuxL out of goear Nwith the conlveutionialisuis of sOciety. ]rOpernePss 15i
appareontly a far more important pîiîmciple thanl hiohiless, .1n1d Leitiiity thanl
Iiohy Ghiost-excitenent; anîd rathier than let prolorness anid gontility bce coin-
proinised, hiuman souls niay bc dlamnied by the thiousand.

Thme resuit is a lowver degrece of s])irituah lite and pow'er than ou1ghit to exist..
The truc communion of thoe primiitive chulrcbi is foobly aprlînod ellow-
shlip is oftdn luklewm.l, and its ordînances, in.stead of ])Cil]' cherislîed, are
colvl criticised. and aniatomnised. 1' The btouse of prayer " becomes a ilore
seveinth-dlay shine at Nvhichi people pay their devotioîîs, and public Nvorship is
slurrcd throughl or oestlieticihsod nUltil ils siimplicity and power are expold.
Istead of being (4od's priests everyNhre and always, we becoine sei Only on

Sunidays, and the orbit of thie weekz-da-,y lle lies almiost w'holiy amlowg wagos
aud profits * ifd self-pleasiing. Thiere our witnessing power is alost tonie<
out. If we speak to sinniers at ýail, it is w'ithi sucli CI batedl breat'l anct
m'hispered humlblonless, thiat the world mocks at oui' poilitless, forceless
testiniony. Mie convcrtixugg"race is restrainied, the gYodly scod is miinishied,
and Satan triunplhs. 0 Lord> how long?

MWe have on severai occaisionis in receit years mnourncd actual decrease in
our chîurchi memlbershîp ; -w'hile f'or somne timie l)ast, notw'ithstanding increasing
coi îaremati oms, additionai. cli apels, auJf multi plyiu c viin iisters, thiere lias been

noelreacto u cuc oth fte instruient-alitios cmploycd, or at
ail comparable to the great donionstration of power mvhich glow on the first
pages of the Clnn'ch's hiistory. TIhle pulse of thte Chuircbi's iiuward lite beats
siowor ; bier limnbs are chilled andi sluggcishi in thecir mnoveincuts. Slie is nloV
mnaimeti by faction, or nintilateti by persecution, or diseaseti by hieresy ; and,
tlerefom e, 1inany eyes folidly admire lier fair formi auJd beautiful prloportionis.
But bier hecart is wcakz, aid lier spifitiial. lire bias noV a hecahthy toue. W~e are
paimmet i spcakzably by the conviction whichi is forcinýg itsclf 111p01 uis, thiat wve
are losing our :first love," andti eed to CI repent ani (Io"' our CIfirst workzs."

If Pentecost teaches us an11ythling, wsuveffly it is titis, that ltolincss is..
,poweir, thiat Vo bc filleti with the Spirit is Vo ho charged -with a' divýine enlergy
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