
f.-iti," in opposition to n living failli, but ii is evilent, that-wlwn
the Apostle uises ibis antithesis, it is f-ir the purpose ofevincing
that a deud fiith is no failli at ail. * * It also Qpenlcs of " a
precious frt,"not in relation to tlie princîp!- itseif, nor to, the
net of tlic iniid, but wvit1î reference io the objects of failli, the
deaibi, and the resurrecuion of Christ; and ngairi of "uinfcigned
faith," in contradiction to a deceptious,nnd hypocritical pret<'nce.

The dead faithi of whicb James speais, is sirnply a belief in
the speculative,and abistract notion of tbe unity of God. Denions
connect ith titis, the atiribute of his justice, arîd iliey tregg'ile ;
Christians, willb the rnercy, and love of God, and it produces,
love. * * For it is not our belief that changes the lîeart, but
it is the thing believed.

iBut wve have srîid fliat faith is the principle of enjoyment in
religion, as sense is in nature. TIhis wvill appe1r obi'ious, if we
considertbat it is tlîe only priniciple in rnan,by which vo cani rea-
lize the certainly, and triati the existence of things flot seen.
God is flot an oliject, of sense, no one has seen iîn at arty tinie,
bis voice no one cani nowv audibly lientr ; and tbougbi near to i19,
and %ve feel aîfter hirn, yet %ve cantiot toucli hirn. lie is the licig
immortal, eternal, invisible! 4*To the eye of failli lie is seen
very near to us, -we cati approach inb his presence chamiber, we
cran sce the king in bis beauty, his eterrnal poivcr amnd divinity, ail
ilie attributes, and p)erfections of his nature, we adoringly ctîn
cotîtemplate ; in the janguage of inspiration wve c-i ''m cow.
hirn, believ'ing thint he is, and is the rewarder of ail ilern that
diligcntly seek him." If is die invisible Iinl< that binds the soul
oithe Christian, to, the God of the Universe, ]et but that link be
liroken, and inan is severed trorm bis Maker, he falis backwards
inte darkness, ivretchedness, and gr.ilt. * :w

But wlien wvith the eye of faith, wr behold the person of our
Lord Jesus Christ,iin bis official,and natuiral,and eternal relations,
wvhe.n wve pore over the pages of tbe sacred bistory, and bebiold
the variety, the ricbness, the glory, vilth which its records teem;
wvhen wve look nt tbe extent of ils Prophecies, carried on, tbrough
the person of our Lord, and closing with bis apostles, tbe first link
-of the chain attacbied te Eden-tlie last to the Isle of Paf inos, ive
are astonished, and overwvhelmed nt tbe arnount of testimony
edticed te, give origin ro, and nourisliment for our faithi.*
The cail ofAbraham is connected wvith predictions of the mont
pleasing anîd blissful character. Jacob, upon his dving couch
foreteils the increase of is sons, their fortunes and their fati-s,
and describes the Shiloh ivho should corne. Moses catches tho
insuiration of the migbîy theme, and speaks of the Wlessiah as
the Prophet of' the coming age, to vh om ail wvere in hcarkien,
tinder the penalty ofdestruction. Job, andfie tiailliiîg 4-iîlaain
bhold hirn as the Redeerner, arid the star of.Jacob. Sainuel tb'iî
arises, and speniks uiider the proplîezic impulse, in the limues of
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