
ZrIjt 340111£ anb gfforeigix 1Ettrb.

tithe is referred to in Deut. xiv. 28, for the
Levite, stranger, fithlerlcss anti widow.-
The lIebrevs were not b>' .ny mns in-
poverishied by tîtese large denmands uponi
thoir resources. The more the>' ga,-e the
miore they liad to give. Anti thus il. wvilI
always bc.

Under the NLcv Testament we do flot iii-
deed find tithes insisted on, but we find de-
mands stili grater. The following anti
similar passages inay bll us to know oui'
dut>' in this particuilar. "I besceli you
therefore brethrcn, b>' the niercies of God,
Viiat yc present your bodies a living sacrifice,
L-oI>', acceptable unto God, whichi is your
rcasonable service." It ii flot a titho, tbat
is now required but the whlole, if the cause
of our Saviour need it. The christian must
bc preparcd to give up ail and floilow Christ,
if hie should ea.1 for such a sacrifice. IIo%
many there %vore who did so,-who took
joyfully the spoiling of thecir goods, %vho
i-ven "couinteti ail things loss that the>' mighit
wvin Christ." Whoever gives bis body al
living sacrifice to God ivili mot seruplo to

t'ive bis wor-dly goods also, if necessar>'.
Seo aiso 1 Cor. xvi. 1. "lNow concern-

ing the collection for the satints as I hlave
given order to the churets of Galatia, even
so do ye." "lSec that ye abound in this
grace also."-2 Cor. viii. 7, 8. "Lo»Jt him
who is tauglit in tho word communicate
unto him that teaeheth iii ail good tliings."
GaI. vi. 6.; sce aiso IPhilip. iv. 10-17, andi
H-el). xiii. 16.

Whiea ve consider how this poor widow,
andi Barnabas the son of consolation, andi
the poor Macedonianis, were ail commendeti
for their liberality,-and how the inhabi-
tants of Meroz, and -'abat, and the Israclitt--
in the time of liaggai, wvere curseti fur their
negleet, indiffirence or penurioubtie,-s, we
need no longer lhesitate as to the path of
dluty. But the acceptableness of our cifer-
in, depentis on our motives. The Saviour
graciously receives the smnallest contribution
:given from right motives. Tise Lord cares
not for offerings nierely. "luHs is tise silver
and the gol," aiso l"the cattle on a thou-
-;and his." Thereforo the hypocritical
Jcws woec tolti, IlBring no more vain obla-
tions; incense is an abomination unto me;

tho tttiW-inuonfs anti sai)baths, 0we calling of
asseni!,'ics, 1 cannot away with ; it is mni-
quity, cil the. soiemu ineeting." (8. i. 1..
TlO the- baille effetrt is the language of the
aî'ostle, "«Amd though I bcstow ail My goods
to feed] the poor, and thonghi I give My
body to 10 lurned, anti have flot charitv, it
proflteth Me nothîng"
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Il givin- te the cauise of God ail osten-
tation, selfilhness nnd vanit>' must ho azoir!-
cd, andtihde glor>' of God anti the prosperity
of blis cause niust 1)0 our oni>' aim. Sncbh
motives votid render ont oftht-ings iberai.
The poor, even the poorcst, inay 1)0 liherai
supporters, This poor widowivas eminent-
1v liberai, wvhite the richi who offereti before
%were not, for thouigh titey gave lnrgcly it
'vas but littie out of their abundance. 'Fhev
did nlot deny themselves; 'vhereas site gave
inp ail, even lier whole living. It void
seemn thon, that Our offérings must beat as
large a proportion as possilile to orir meome.
Tho Lordi desires no forced, unmcaning
sacrifice, but lie desired that our love to him
shouiti bear its fuili measure of fruit. Whiat
a tremnendons curse is pronotincedl ûçainst
sorditi, penurions professors I "But curs-
cd bc the deceivet wblii hbath in bis flock «t
maie, andl voweth and sacrifleth unte the
Lord a eOtTtlPt thing.-" MUal. i. 14.

THE RIGHT TI31E.

Our offerings must flot on iy be liberal itu-
seasonab

7
le. llow often are the wants of tho

churcb forg,otten for montits, if not for years.
,Not until i-epcatoti appeais for boll> are
madie, is a tardy responso given. Aur! yet
if God i ere te holi back thuir dail>' allow-
ance froni suchi people, for a single davx,
the>' touid thînk the>' were- hardly dtialt
-wtith. Thib painful statu of things is, per-
haî>s, nî.tiuly owing to the w4ant )î a right
systein. The apoârolic mile wam, te iay
b>' ex uy ý,a1sbath as the Lord prospjereti.
1 Cor. -xvi. 1. Those te whiom this injune-
tion %xa ii n xvere not the niclh or noble>
but tis pout. "For ye see your callhug,
bretîtren, liow that not mauy xvise men after
the flesh, flot mauy mighty, flot man>' no-
ble arec alled."-1 Cor. i. 26. Yet when
the love of God reguiattud their hcarts they
coulti bring sensonablu offerings to his altar.
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