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‘The Court of Session has so far declared in favour of Mr. McMillan, thus usurp.
ing to itselt'anthrvity over the Church in matters puvely spicitual,  The Churen
siys, Me. Medillan i3 no longer & minister : the Court of Session says in effect,
You maust make him one.  Lord Jerviswoovs hus declared that the Chureh has no
Janisdistion except what slie has d svived from the State; that Churches which are
distingt trom the Establishment hive no jurisdiction at all, aad are therefore sub-
Jeet to the Civil € ares in tis sunymanayr asara [ns iranes Cowmpanies pr Banking
Companies or any othar & aicivtivn of men,  Tae ind:pendent existence ol the
Chuarch is thus fgnoved § @ it 8 aserted thaticis sabardinate to, and derives its
extutence from, theState. The frecdom of all the non-established Churches is
threatened.  They mast stand or fall tagerher; and therefore all or nearly all are
now waking common cause in their stragglie for the ¢ erown rizhts of the Redeem-
er V¥ [ha Free Caurch leads the van . bat sheis nobly seconded by the United
Preshyteriau,the R -furmed Preshyterian,the Congragationalist wnd Baptist Church-
es. A common danger induces them to stand shoulier to shoulder and enables
them to see eye to eye.  'The Hatablished Church . we regret to say, stands a mute
speetator of the eonlict, or i any voice is heard from her ranks it is tosneer at her
non-established gisters and to encouraze the foe.  She sucrificed the glorious prin-
crple of spiritual fveedom and autonomy in 1843 ; she then consented to p ace
her neck under the yoie of Meastinnism and it seems thatehe would be nowiso sor-
ty to see other Chuarches reduced to the ramz mslancholy position.  That tere
are miny good wen in hur hos3iw who sympathise in silence with their diszen-ing
brethren we have no doubt ; but strangely enongh, the very individuals who were
ke keenest antagonists of the Free Churchiin 1843 ure now the prompters, advocates
and judiges of Mr steMitlan.  Lord Jerviswonde is an old enemy to ecelesiastical
frecdom.  He could not understan 1 or bear with it twenty yeurs ago: and we ¢an
easily imagine the satisfaction which will be afforded to him now by what he will
regard asin opportunity to crash oug a principle which ho hates.

‘This contest is of interest to usin the Colonies, 8o long as the Established Church
of Scotland seeks to retiin a fuoting amaong us; tor it is now too plainly to be
8:en that that Church has lust the wagmficent heirlovm of spiritual independence
bequeathed to Scotland by the Martyrs of the Relormation and of the Covenant—
that she does not contend for thes crown rights of the Radeem xr"'—that she is con-
tent to let poorer and weaker churehes stund in the gap and bear the brunt of bat-
tle. We desire to ¢xcite no odinm against the Bsmblished Church; we only re-
cord the fuct (and we do 8o with profoand surrow,) that the hereditary conflict on
b.hilbof the Church’s treedom 18 uot shared in by her. 1t 18 gratifying that the
sympatnies of the P’reshyterian Churshes of Ireland and Eaglind—the Oldand the

ew School Preghyterian Churshes of Am rica~—~the Uaited Presbyterian Churches
throughout the wovld—the R “forme ! Duteh Chureh and alinost every other Evan-
gelical denomnation—are with the Fee Cnarch in the present struggle, How
could it be otherwia?  Hasnata Charelr the right to suy who shall or shall not
be oneof her mewmh s or vlize baarors? s isto b2 endurad for & moament that
ecclestasticitl enlprits ave to find shelter from ¢ nsare uu-ler the shield of the civil
wagistrat: 2 Tae prmeipls songht to be uppiied to the Free Chuarch by the Scot-
tish Conrt of Session would apply inthis couatey just as well.  Lzta Kirk-Sassion
suspend or expel u memner of the Church—iet him 0 to & magistrateand demand
that the magistrate reiusrate him in his old positivn in the Chuveh by ** reducing”
the sentevce of the Nession~let the magistrare encourage him and threaten the
Kirk Session with pains und pznadties,—und then we havea complete illustration
of the prenciple soueht to baapplied 1o tire non-Esvablish:d Churches in Scotlund.

‘Tae cass will proathly bs tikm by appsu to tne Hmase of Lords, and if the
decision of that august tribunal prove adverse to the Free Chureh she will he ealled
upon, not to lower hier standard, not to hash her tesumony, but to hold herself in
readiness to ¢ endure hardne.8” aud if need be to ¢ suffer unto blood” for the
snke of her glorious King and Head who shed His bload for her.  Butshe willnot
suffer alone, ‘Lhe United Preshyterian Church and other bodivs will gladly shure
dn.all the sreubles that way come.




