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cd thom, no ono priiyet with tlîom, they
woro foUt to do as tlîey listed. A çareccs

priesthood scont mnade a wcleâs flock.-
The iuimber of absontees iniereascd, antI ic

went on inecasing andt iicreastîng tilt lie-
hold 1 it stands out beforo us at the preset
dayv, & separate andi distinct clas is -'te
masses.".

According te, this tlîeori', tliercfore the
fauît lies altogetiier uit tie door of the
chureli ; nnd timat the bast grouuu nîuuy bo
reeovered, tie cliurclu mustjust retrace lier
stops, begin aue'v %vliero slue ieft off; andi
by doubleti labours andi re-deulîleti efforts
regain lier former position.

lVo believo tîtat sueh, tluings have liait
their influence ici producing thie present
molaneholy etnte o!' Society ; but wVe do flot
belteve that these tlîings were the only cause.
The change of' manniers aîi eutoîns; tie
great influx o!' wealth into thîe world ; thue
keen pursuit of conmmterce ; tie cstablish-
ment of largo andi croivded factories and
other publie works; the facility of iocoino-
tion and tho cousequent emigratiop and~
mingling of mon of different tiatioîls atnd
different creeis ; theo powver of an irufidel
and semi-infidel press ; and the wars enga-
ged in, ahl arounti thme world ;-tlmese nnd a
thousanti tUogs of the saine description,
have ail eo.uperated ia raising some classes

iher in society and sinking others lower.
lthe purest waters , thera is some rcsidîmum

and ~vîn lotialone, parcicle after particlo
sirîks to the bottom, and tîtese gradutally
accumuiating formi something like a mass
there. So is it witlu thte societios of men.
In ail ages and in ail couintries, !here lins
been less or more a sumîken, degraded class.
Tho tendency o!' humau mnture is dovi.-
ward.

But be tlîis as it Mýiy, to, wlîatcver Cause
we trace the enigin o!'thoe misses, tiiere
they are beforo us, andi thero tlîey are iii
streng loague with iafidelity ; anîd the ini-

portant question wvith us now is ."Howv

aJe thoy to bo deait witli? iiow are tlîey to
bo reclaimed and ovangeliseti? liowv arc %se
te conteni with them ' And here we re-

peat andi repoat it cmplmaticnlly, vse bolieve
tilîe ynn iveapon te b l "the word of'
Goti.' It ie vain, porfecthy vain, to assert,
that this word is inefficient. It 'souli lie
contrary to the assurances o!' God lîimsolf
to do so. "Tu Me word df! God is quick and
poiverful, siierper tItan any two edged
sword ;" IlM y word shiall net retmrn unto
,.e voidi;" IT ho law of the Lord is per-
fect eenverting the sou]." It woulti bc
ccuntrary te «Il past expurience and n11l the
records o!' historv to say so. Looking uit
the pnst wlîat mnarveilous achievements,
what ntighty triumphs glorify the pro"rs
of this word I flelîoldîng thiese in nl coi
lengthi andi breadth, wve are compelleti te
cxclaim :-"l Vcrily, verily, it is ' the swvord

of the spirit., It is the Swvorid tliait Patîl
w ichidc %witli bo mnucli po%,er ain! energy,
tlîat lie sulitdued and converted the lienti
ous Corifithin. It ie the sworc1 whlîi
crndicated licathcnismn fromn imperil Ronie,
droe her pricestý from lier altars, uiqet the
altars tlienisclvee, and cmptied lier temnpleq
of worshippers. It is the swvord %wlticli the
reformCrb drew% afresli, and %vitlî %viûh they
atcackedl ' the titan of sin' in lus ow'v Cita.
(l, bturined bis btroîîglîolds of igiioraiioa'
anid Supecrstitioni, rcvolutioniseîl more timan
eue hialf of Europe, and sent liglut nif
libmerty rcjoiciîig throu-licnt the eartli. It
ie the sword iviciî %liich iIcrvev and IVhit-
field anuit \Vebly smnoto the heeirls of the'
pensants aud lautourers and colliers nuit the
lower classes of' theO last century, reviving
evangelical religion, anuit once mo"e mîakin.,
î,rac ticnl piety nind experineiptnl go'iimess
smnilo over Eti-lanul's lovely mnîurains antd
fertile plains. eIt is the swoiîl wicl whielh
our inissionaries girîl tiiemn-elveq wvhert mliey
go forth to the lands of hcamhienisrm, anil
witli wlîich they ]l our and toit and conl.
tend, tili reltel souls ierome %villing capi.
tives cf Jestis-till nations are convertedl in
a day-ti! the very f'orces clap their bande
together, and the isles of' the ocean lift Uip
their voices antI siim'. And what is more
to our purruose, it i-;thie svoril witm whieh
pious servants of Qed andi devoted laymnen
have enfercil the dart, territories o!' thes
very suiken masses, andI in a fîiv month-z
have Latluered around t1hem inimtitudesof
soulà reclainîed, refori'ued and renowvei in
Christ Jesus ; and have madie the humble
missionnry chureh, and its cemnpanion, the
attractive niissionary sehool, risc up on the
very spot %vlhere tuie den of' inftinmy once
stood, soui the sons and daughicrs o!' vir
congregated at m;idnight to hol thecir hois
torous revois." If, thon, ail tîtese tliin,,s
be se, lot us only take a tirm luold of tiis
sword and wield it as tho Lord tells us te
1% iclul it; let us oniy use it.ns l'au) uusedl ht
let us omly ply it, ns Luther and Calvin
and Knox plied it ; and csperinlly lot us
labour and toit andi Conteud iv'itic it, lis
these iissienaries have donc ; n( who cin
doubt, lmt wve shall assurefiiy finti it. "ai
vvcapon of our ivarfare, nt enrnal, hut
inîghty tîmugli Goti to the pullimug dowmu
of stirongliolcis V?'>

2. \Ve shold carnestly, eontenéi for j
Protestant failli in opposition to F'operv
Trhe errors ofl Poper-y nie uîmerous. 'PThé
have often bocii exposed andi refuteti l

the Scripturcs are nect a perfect rtile o!' faiîh
nuit praictic ; titat the P-ope and là rotin.
sels arc iuîfallible ; that the mnss isa repeti-
tion cf cihe sacrifice of' Christ on the tross'
thant the sacraments are of thuemselvee saiao
tif.ying andi savimig; tlînt salvation can le
obtained in ne circh but the cliurch of
Roise ;-tliese andi a liuindred otîtor d
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