
~4~e ~L!arne ~ fftiveigit 3~ecov~.

10. Southieru Presbytorians.
Several of these divisions arc to a largo

extent national ia their origin. -- The
"Duteli RPeformed," for exatrple, is the
sain-c in (doctrine nd( 'overniment %vith the
01(1 Seliool. The minor sections of the
faraily are chiefly imported from Ireland
and Seotlanld. The IlCumberland " Pros-
byterians derive their name fron flic sec-
tion of country, in the west, where their
pecntliaritics %vere developed. T['le "lAsso.
ciate " and "Az'ssociatcd RZeformed " arc
smnall fragments leit behind Mihen the

"United Presbyterian Chiurch " was con-
stittutedl. IVe cannot nuidertakze te discrimni-
jnte vcry lucidly bctwveen the Il Reformed
Presbyterians" tlîat adhere to the General
Synod, and the Il Rcfornied Prcsbyterians".
that prefer the Synod. They protest
against one anlother and against the whobe
world hesides, and are apparently very
pure indeed.

Persecution in Seotland drove faithfuî
nministers and people into exile, and led to
the foundiug of I'reslivtcrianisia in the
Ujnited States. ft lmuppenled just as in the
,olden time, whcen aposties and evangelists
wVere driven fromn thoir clioseit homes by
stress of cruel foes.-The oldest Presbytery
of which we have auy record is that of
Maryland, constituted in 1706.

Ten ycars later, the Presbytcry became
a Syniod, eonsisting *of three Preshyteries
an(l fifteen ministers. Iu 1729, this Synod
adoptcd the Westminster Confession of
Fait]), with the exception of the passages
that nighit bo understood as giv;ng too
.ruelh pover te the ciril magistrate in
'churli affiirs.-Ia 1741, a division took
,place, whieh led to the formation of two
Synods, known as thc Old Side and the
Newv Side. About 1730, commeuccd a

*mighty revival of reli'gion, ivhiclî continue1
several years, anti extcnded ail over the

,-conftinient. Thti Tenants wvare very promi-
rint ainong the promoters of this revival.
Many "lRevival preachers " wvcnt amoug
settled and wvell organizcd cougregations,
dcnounicing ýhe ministers as uneonvcrted,
and crcatiug mucli confusion and utl-feeling.
This led to action c.n the part of tic Synod

,.of Nvhihe Tenants and others could flot

approve, and tliey wvitlidrcw and constitu-
ted themselves the "Ic IC Side Svnlod."
'rhey contintned perfeictly ortliodo-, and
evangelical, and in course oi a fcîv years
ineluded nearly ail the Preshyterians in
New York and Noiw Jersey. Thiv ere
tic founiders of the IlLug- CollegeO," and
Uic pro)jectors of Il Princeton."

Iu 1758, tic 01(1 division of skIfes 'vas
pleasantly helcdi. About this tinie the
Syuod appeaicd for sympatliy and nid to
the Clitrch of Scotland. The letter as
given by Blaird, is before us, and is veî-y
intcresting. It is, howcvcr, too long for
luotation. I'l e youing daughitcr oi the
Churchi of Scotland, liellpless and exposed
in this foreign landl, cries to lier tender indû
power-ftl mother for relief." Ilow changed
the relative positions of tiiese two Prcshy-
terittu churches, silice Amecricani Presbyteri-
anism thus appealed to Scotland !

In 1788, Uic Synod became a General
Assembly, îvith four Synods ndfer its care.
The fiisimeeting of the Genier.ii Assen-ibly
for flhc transaction of business, wvas held ini
Pliiad(ellpliia, in 1789.

According to the Presl>yterian theory,
the "'General Prcsh)ytery," wvhichi %vas con-
stituted in 1706, wvas equivalent ta a "Ju
ernI Assenbly,"-thie highest court in tic
Church. 'Whecn tie Ileforniation iras iu-
troduced into Scotland, andl a Reiormcd
Clnîrch organized, tic <' Genieral As-
sembly " 'vas the first court constituted ;
it consisteil of six ininisters an(I upwvards
of thirty other persons. There ivas neitlisr
Synod, nor Prcsbytery, under tluis Assemi-
bi'. It was ia mach the sanie position
with the "lGeucral Presbytcir," formed in
Marylarnd. Thns, too, in our own day,
"Presbrteries " are, or hlave been, Supreie
Courts in somte of tic colonies. It matters
not îvhethicr it is called au Assembly or a
Presbytery ; it is the Supreme Court. Iu
course of Cime the systin is duly devel-
oped, ivrought ont according ta ieessities,
of time and place. lu Seotland, local
Presbyteries and Synods wvere constituted
aiter the General Assembly aud by its au-
thority. Iu Ameries, cssenitially the same
process ivas gone, througlî, under a some-
îvhat dîfferent form.
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