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te leave theso captives while they wvent off in the direction of
Oswvego.

Bouit inanaged to got iute conversation with the womnen, and
soon found out wvhore tlîoy wvore fioo. aud ail the particulars of the
outrage, so far as tliey liad seen.

The eider womnan was tie wifco f a fariner callod Gordon, and
tho eildron wore hoers; the youugor vorn wvas lier hiusband's
sister, on a, visit at thoir bouse ivhen the attack occurred. The
biouse %vas plandoîod alla thon, with the other buildings, set on fire
but the Indians durst not stay for further depredatieus for two of
their noeighbotirs, who coula sec the liouse, catught the armi and
soon the settiers were ou the move. Ilorns were blowing, docgs
barking, and answering shoeuts were reseunding throughi the clear-
ing, as the men hurried home for thoir rifles, and other weapons to
chanstise thc invaders. Thec Indians rapidly loaded the booty,
motittcd the woiiien and childrcn on horses and startod throughl
the woods.

"Se," said ]3ont, icyou think thiat a party have corne in pursuit."
"I amn sure of it,"1 said Mrs. Gordon.
"Very Good," said Bent, "lwe rnus", sec what cani bo donc, but

don't sav a Word to any ono0 cisc, as there is but one inan in the
fort, besidle me, you can trust, and lie is not here just now.>

]3 ent left the fort and sauintered down in the direction Whiito hald
talzon and soon after joiningr im hoe iuformed him of iwhat hiad
occurrod and what lie proposed to do, and to do at once.

IlNow," lie said, "lis the tüne for action. Yon vermnin mnay lac
bacli iii a Jay or two, alla if %ve mnust do anything it must ho before
anyone cisec au interfere and forestali us."

Il VcIl," sal(l White, "Il ko Lnow more about snch mattors than,
I do, and whiatever you think best to bo donce, l'Il assist in. as far,
and as wve1I, as8 1 can."

"iGeod," said Bout, Il put away your tackle thon and lot us start;.
I don't, thinli we shall have far te go) but we hiad better bo on the
move.">

As lie spokze, hoe raisedl up a groat mass of wild vine, which
stretched its luxuriant growth down to, and into, the wvater, the fish-
ing implenients were piaccdl undcrneath and the two started. Bout
led the way 'with rapid, and unliesitating stride, gnegoccasion-
allye , at the way-marlis, to hiin intelligible, as they nmoved rapidly
forward. Z

The phrase, "1pathloss forest " is only correct Nvhen applied in a
certain soxîso, for te the experiencedl huntor there .are pathis and
trails whiieh lio eaui follow, assisted by othor siens, such as the
streanis, -the troc mess, and barir, and sirnilar aids which couvcy,
to the unexperieneed, no information, and lend ne aid.

At tho period of which we write there were, many Indlianl trails
between the IlLake-gate cf the country," and the head ivaters cf
cf the Hudson and. the Mlohawk Valley. It wvas eue of thesetrails,
mfore rcceuitly ide; that Bent was fôllowin.

SAs they ivere ascending a gully loading Up to the summit of a
suiil r-ange cf his,ý Bent suddcnly pansed, motioued te White
and glided beliiudý a projecting- uass cf carth formced lay the. up-;
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