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Corvespondence.

Qattle Running at Large.

{ To the Editor of the CANADA FARNER.)

Str :—I disapprove of the custom of allowing stock
of any kind to stray along tho road lines, and ramble
in the bush. Probably no one will deny that stock
thus turned atlarge are, in general, nothing but a
public nmsance. That they do a great deal of nus.
cliuof by breaking into meadows and cultivated laud,
no onc 18 hkely to deny ; and I expect that a good
many of the sufferers from tho encroachments of
breachy cattle, wall agree with me in estimating the
damage they doto growing crops, ata sum about
equal to the value of their keep. I knowit s a
very difficult matter to estimate the emount of dam-
age any growmg crop has sustamned by a casual
trespass, and for that very reason it is, I believe,
almost invariably greatly under-estimated, Besides
the injury thus dircctly done to the farming commu-
nity in general, the profit made by those owningthe
cattle, is diminished by the valuo of the tune spent
in soarching for them (especiauy therr milking cows),
and in driving them home. The tune thus wasted,
if entered in some book every day, and added up at
the cnd of a weck, or a month, would often foot up
to a total that would surprise one ; &nd, 1 crop-time
this is a matter of very scrious cons:deration indeed,
as delay and hindrance then, 13 well mgh rremed:-
able. Then thereis to be considered the damage to
tho mlking qualities of the cows themselves, which
results from arregulanty in their hours of milking
Many a settler who now allows his cows to grazein
the bush, would actually be better off at the years
end, if he fed but half the number abundantly ma
gool pasture, and always had them nutked at regular
hours, Uf the importance of a consideration of the
loss of tune spent in hunting for cows, take the
fullowing 1instances, which happened to falt within
the observation of the wnter duringithe past summer:
A hard-worhing, industrious man, spent almost tive
hours a day, three tunes in one week, 1n scarciung
{or, and getting home his cows, night anu moming;
aud at that tune, too, 3t was getting rather late in
the seasen for planting potatoes, and he had at least
two acres more to plant, if possible. They had to be
hilled :n with the hoe, and he could hire no help,
About the same time, too, the same man had to stay
amght in the busb. It happened]as follows: IHe
did not find s cows till after mine o'clock, and it
was quite dark ; his home lay, 1n a direct line, about
a mile and a half away, but as there was a rather bad
it of tamarack swamp nghtin Ins course, he felt
constramed, although he was a pretty good bushiman,
to wait till sunnse before ho attempted to dnve them
back to his farm. e ,was, of course, supperless,
aud after having been all the long mght through
badly harrassed by the mosquitocs, he was not i, by
any means, good trim for doing 2 long, hard day's work.
His cows, of course, were unimlked, and three days
afterwards, his wife said that their yicld of milk
was still diminished by it.

1 have known another lot of cows that were also
rambling at large n the bush, to go unmilked three
different times 1n a fortmght ; one time out of the
three, they missed two meals of milking, and were
away more than thirty-six hours. The actual tume
wasted in the search for them this one time, 1 do not
know, but 1t was no small tune. For a short while,
two men were out in the wouds after tham, but they
were old countrymen, and nut as guud handsin the
bush a3 the man (a native Canadian), whe spent a
night last May i the swamp,  Mauy a bush-roaming

cow gets permanceutly injured n her milking quale

ties, and the better they were tor the pail, the greater
would be the injury done them. A cow that was not
milked for 36 hours, would, probably, be dimmished
in her yiold of milk for tho whole of the summer.
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The re 13 anoth.r vul to bo montiondd, enly an oe-
casional one, itis true, but of still greater impor-
tance, as it now and then reults in loss of human
life  Scarcely a yeur passes by without avme newe-
paper having to record a search for chillren sent inte
the bush to lning some cows or working bulluhs .
and now and then, alas! to give the sad news, that
the efforts of the neghbors to find them whlile alwve |
had proved fntile 1 aleo believe that the practiceof |
allowing cattle to wander along the roady, greath
duiscourages, and often puts a stop to the practice of
plantingout trees toshadeand ornament ourhighway s,
These roaming cattle greatly mercase the expense o
protecting the young trees, and hall sutn kit a grmt‘

many of those that fail to grow

Lastly - Thia practice of allawing cattle to wander
at Iarge, almost obliges cvery settler to keep a pack
of dogs to hunt the brates away from theie eropped
lands and meadows, and thas, Ly directly inercasing
the number of uscless, ydping curs that are regularly
trained to go in, following after any animal that will
run, and beset and snap] at any animal that they
overtake, or that won't run  Rtray cattle add largely
to the number of sheep-killing dogs to be found m
every neighborhood, and even w the wildest of Can-
adian scttlements, moro sheep are kalled hy dags than
by wolves,  ‘Tlns dog difliculty is the the sheep
farmer's bogy, e lion m lus path, evanin the most
favored parts of Canada, and prosscs hardest on the
owners of the most valuable hreeds of sheep; for the
compensation allowed for wortied sheep, can only
replace the most inferior kind of animal, and the
compensation never very willingly paid by the muni-
cipality, somctunes costs more to get it than it
is worth. This is one great hidrance fisn’t 1t the
great hindrance?) to the introduction of a regular
system of sheep husbandry, a great waste of (ana-
dian agriculture It increases the difficulty expen
enced by farmers, all the country over, in provaling
a sufficient supply of manure to ked pup the fortility
of their laud ; and in thoseshackward and unewly
gettled Qistriets, in which only stray specimens of o
mongrel and unthrifty sort of sheep are new to he
found ; the dng difficulty checks the increase of the
present small flocks, which, mengrels as they are, are
better than no sheap at all, and prevents any atteinpt
being mz le or at any rate, is a standing exoner for
no attempt being made to introduce a more vatuahle
or improved breed of sheep raip

P S —1 do not think I have even now attended to
all tho mischiefs that are caused by wandering cattle
Sometimes a whole neighbarhond is set by the cars,
and quarrcls, and » law suit or two, a3 well as per-
manent ill blood is the result  Occasiomally they are
stolen, with but little chance of the theft ever being
proved ; but even if half of the disadvantages that
seem to be inseparable from this system are real, I
don't think I have exaggeratad any one of them,
The actual benefits of the systemn to those who prac-
tice it are very small indecd, and do not anything
like make amends for tho loss and damage dono to
the agricultural community in general. r,

The Duchess and Oxford Short-homns.

( Tothe Eduvr of the Canapa FanuER.)
Syr :—There has been a guod deal saud lately in they
agnicultural papers, concerming the enormous prces)
paud for the Duchess cattle at the great sale at Mew
York Mills, some approving, vthers disapproving of |
them, Some argue that they are hittle, ur nv better
for breeding than cattle with miacd pedigrees. Tny
my opinion 1t 18 quite neccssary to hecp up the

standard of vur stuk, and gue than dhaacter, soy very alnable manure,
that wo may bave sviue pureistsamns o blood. )

Therc are very few breeders but will adnut that no

i
ums, butaf theso crows:bred bulls were agan used,

thero would be a pradual falling off, hence the neces.
aity of having thoroughly purc-bred males. But 1
wnhvt see the wisdom ot gaving so much more for
the Duchusses than the Oxfords, It ¢al be scen by
refotang to the puligree of the 12th Lady of Uxferd,
that the «ix latest crosses wero pure Dubes, leaving
Trer 95 7.6 per cant Dachiess bleod, and she v as sold
wr 37,000, bang the hyehost priced Oaford at thy
wale, with one exception It we examme the pedis
aree of the Sth Duchoes ot Geneva, 1t will be seen
che nas sindd by 3rd Lord Oxford, & pure Uxford,
leaving her victually only &0 por cent of Duchess
blood, and she wassold for £40,600.  For generations
back, they have been shnost indisenumnately bred
wether, mahiog tham now adantieal i bluod.” Now,
if you, or any of your huwerovs readirs, will give &
vabd verson for po e h dithoroncin the prices of
the rcspeetive tnbes, 1 chall be thankial
STEPHEN NICHOISON
Sylvan, Ontario.

..
Sawplo of Wheat from British Columbia.

(70 the Lditur of the CANADA FARNER.)

Sin t=T have this day forwarded you a samplo ot
wheat, grown by Hemy Cogan, M.P.P., at lus farm
at Cragtlowdr, ncar Victorra, which took the first
prize at the Provinual Agncultural Exhibition, held
latedy w thisaty I forwand the sample to you, as
I hive been aconstant reader of your valuable paper,
and know the titenst you take m anythmg in the
tattung bne. 1 hope you wiil compare 1t with any
samples 3 ou may have Dilonging to uthur Provinees,
and fet British Columbians hnow through the medivm
of your paper how 1t compares with Eastern wheat.

BRITISH COLUMBIAN,

Vicwria, B. C, Nov. 3, 1873,

Norz oy Ln. C. L~ We havo duly reevived the
package of wheat refurred to by our correspondent

u the above commumation. It s a very pretty
sanvple of white wheat, of buautilul eolur, and weil-
roundeld, plup loolang berry, but averages rather

swall, as compared wath vur bust samples hero. It
is nlso uneven as to size of gram. An excellent
quality of flour will no doubt be yielded by at. It

louks vory hike the Dichl wheat, but our currespon.
dunt does nut mention the varcty, or the number ot
prunds t3 the bushel. On the whele, the sample
gves avery cucouraging idea of the wheat-growing
rapabulities of our sister eoluny at the far nurth-west.
L 4

Large Mangolds.

( To the Editor of the Caxapa Farser )

S —Mr John Drew, of this place, has raised on
his farm, this scason, six Mangold Wurtzcls, weighing
together one hundred and fifty pounds and a half
11503}, one of them weighing alone over thirty four
pounds  These beat the gentleman who exhibited at
Exeter Fall Show If you can spare space in the

Faryer, pleass insert this, and oblige.
Yours truly,
GEORGE DUNCAN.

Clifton, Ontario.

Hen Manure.

{ To the Editor of the Caxapa FaARMER.)

Sir .—In your last issuc, thero is an articlo on
** Low to utilize hon wanure.” A fnand of mime 1
Ei}lind ths, what many, with myself, might think
a simpl r and more «flicacivus plan, which s simply
to gather some peaty soil in the summer, dry it
thoroughly in the sun, and store it away in a diy
place.  With thus, dust the hen house floor well two
of three Lunes a wodk, and vnce & week sweep 1t out
lean apd store jva Jry place You can thus pre
vent the manire from cimtting any ofiensive smell,
keep the hen houso perfectly sweet, and have a
lie docs Ins stable m a sume
Lag anaiinr, eAvopt that itas ceaned vut daily, and
~aff' oot iy put -{u“n to absorb the unmne, a very
important item, usually not only lost, but allowed to

strams combne so much excellence as the Duchess | become a nuisance to man and beast.

and Oxford strams. Two or three crosses will, asa

rule, bring anumals nearly equal to tho pure bred

LE SPRING,
Brantford, Ont., Dec, 11, 1873.



