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How nany iniidreds of amateur poultry keepers
are plagued witl liens which don't and won't lay!
Is there 110 remuîedy for this evil ? It would alinost

seemt, judging front thxe continuons wail raised in the

correspondence coliniis of the poultry papers, that,

breeds of non-layers as well as non-sitters are care-

fully and studiously bred, the progeniy of vhich ail

fall to the share of the guileless amateur, or the be-

ginnler in the art of wlhat is fast becoiniîîg the science

of poulry keeping.
Truly the woes of the beginnler il poultry keeping

are legion. The sittinîg brceds vonl't sit, the nîon-

sitters pretend they will, and sit long enougli to min

the eggs before they finally desert their iest, while

both tinite iii causing the luckless owner the greatest

possible expense while they don't lay.
Of course, there is a reiedy. Practically the gamne

is in our ownî hîands, and the mnatter resolves itself into

a question of low the birds are managed and treated

fron the egg (aye, and before that ). to the laying pen.
It is a big subject if we are to consider ail the causes

of ion-layinîg amîonîgst liens, but liappily, ot:r editor
Ilimits us to S< lie of the causes of bad layinîg.

I suppose onc of the mîîost fruitful sources of bad

laying is over-feeding. It is one of the evils mlost
difficult to check. The ignorant are ahvays wastefuli

and extravagait, and there is n1o greater vaste thanl

that of giving animals more food thanî thîey cau cither
eat or digest. No mnatter what the stock is. or what
animals are kept-be tiey poultry, pigs, liorses, cows
or dogs-more iarmî is donc to ail by over-feedinîg
than by under-fceding. So surely as aiinimals are fed
recklesslv, extravagantly and ignîorantly, so surelv
does disease, and often death itself, follow and, in
the case of poultry, liver disease is induced. internai
fatness, and consequent inability to lay. A ienî's

food is rcquired to supply miaterial for egg-iakiig,
and to supply heat to lier body, and also to repair the

wear and t °ar to lier systei whiclî prolific gg-produc-
tion entails. It follows, then, that it is useless to
cran birds witlh food that fills themi while it supplies
no real nutriment, and noue of the material essential
for egg-making. It is quite useless to feed birds ex-
clusively on such foods as barley ieal, Indian ieal,
and maize, for although you imay produce nice fat
liens, no eggs will be obtained for the simple reason
that hens cannot make eggs unless proper iaterial for
egg-iaking is supplied to theni. The food miiust be
properly balaniced, suffcient carbonaceous or starchy
food to provide warnth or fuel for the len's body,
but also enough nitrogenous, or flesh-forming food,
to nourish the heu, and enable lier to use up wlat is
over fromî lier own requirements to iîake the egg.

It is înot witlinî the province of this paper to point
out the right sorts of food to use. It is easy to ascer-
tain the constituent parts of food. The table of food
which appears iii Mr. Lewis Wright's book, and whicli
lias been copied into aliost every poultry book, is
excellent. It vill bear careful study, and is well
worth the trouble. The aiateur imust work for iiiii-
self. We get the great advantage of the researcli and
study of successful poultry breeders, but unless we
take the trouble to master these elementary details
fully for ourselves, we can liever use the information
we obtain with any great profit. The lazy amateur
who is always picking other people's brains leaves off
inucli where lie began, for lie is too indolent and too
ignorant to kiow how to use the knowledge hie oh-
tains. Therefore, to this feeding question I will oily
add that one essential inîgredieit both for health and
for egg-production is ample green food, and anotier
absolute requiremeunt for winter laying (even bad lay-
ers lay iii suiimier) is animal food in some formi. This
they mîust have Intil Nature supplies it.

Next to fecdinîg, lousing has a good deal to anîswer
for. A lien tiat is alternately leated in a hot uiven-
tilated house at night, and chilled in a cold mn ex-
posed to wind and rain hy day, is niot likely to prove a
good layer. She requires aIl the store of food shie
takes in to keep herself wariî and cnable lier to battle
with the elemuents. Keep your fowl-liouse warm but
airy and perfectly dry, and give the birds a covered
run, well protected fron driving rain and wind.

It is nîot nîecessarv to review these causes one )v
one ; there is lot space to (10 so ii detail. Suffice it


