76

THE ILLUSTRATED JOURNA

L OF AGRICULTURE.

QOcrosrr 1,

vation is beyond my ker, which Is used
with fruits and as a <auee, and for
which this region has long bren fa-
mons. (2) .

——————a——

REARING STOCK ON A DAIRY-
FARM.

Suckling calves—Autumn treatment
—Carbolised powder—Drumhead
cabbages—Selection of cows and
bulls—6 calves reared from 1 cow
—Calf meal—Milk-fover.

(We agree thoroughly wita Mi, Hobbs
in all that he says, except that we
sreittly prefer taking away the calf
from the cow at once; even before she
has scen it, i possibie, 1. J. of Ag.)

Mr, James T Hobbs, Maisey Hawmpton,
< asrford, Gloucestershire, read a paper
al the Dalry Farmers' Confervnce, at
Wrexham, on Wednesday, of whach the
sollowing are the principal purtions .~

The reanng aud breeding of dawny
cettle having been written and spoken
ou by 80 many people more expericneed
and better qualified than myself, 1t Is
with diffidence that 1 venture to place
tmis paper befure such an accomplishoed
and influential body as the British
Dairy Farmers' Associativn,

1 shall not attempt to approach by
subject fru a sdentitic standpoing,
but shall place before you some facts
aud 1patters that have fallen wder my
avtice in the management of a large
herd of pure-bred dairy Shorthorns. My
custom I8 to aliow the calf to suck its
1suther about a week or ten days afier
Yirth ; it is then taught to drink {rom a
bucket. A liberal allowaucee of muh
at first being given, this Is gradually
doecrensed, and a calf-meal substituted.
Aime is home-made, at a less cost than
many of the calf-meals and splees can
be bought at on the market. Many peo-
ple prefer taking the «if from its
mother immediately after birth; the
calf at that time is taught to drink more
eesily, und the process of weaning Is
nmore casily accomplished. I do not
1hink it makes much difference whe-
ther the calf sucks its mother or drinks
{roin a bucket, so long as it has a suf-
ficient quantity of milk. Nothing will
Jo for the young animal so well as pure
wilk. In the case of cow calves it is not
nweessary, or at all advisable, to make
them fat, as in doing so you dcerease
eir milking properties and make them
more uncertain breeders. The cow
:ulves that are dropped in the avtumn
and early part of the year are turned
futo the grass tialds the following sum-
mer, and given about 2 1b. of linsced
or corn meal. I find tne animals so
treated do far better the sceond year
than those Kept In all their first sumimer.
‘I'lie younger cow calves are turncd
jnto the orchard by day and taken Into
an open yand at night. Great care must
be taha in keeping the young ammals
in a w.aving state, as nothing is mere
~onductive to *dblack leg” or “murrain”
than at one tune stinting and at a later
periou over-feeding your calves. Avold
putting the calves on aftermath. By
kooping them on the grass land that
tizs not been mown, I consider you
sufler leas from “hoose” or “husk™. The
end of September, the calves should be
had n at night, and given more dry
food. Notbing Is more wasteful thun
asdowing animals to remaln on thé pas-
tures late in the autumn without =nis-

{2) We have made lots of *“Clotted
cream” in our timme, and butter from
it too.—Ed.

sislance, and losing much of the flesh
they have guned during the suniney
r-onths. The second year the helfers
aie turned Into the pastures, and should
theive on fairly good land, If not Kept
too thick, without any artificial assist-
suee, 1 think modernte numbers care-
fully tewded pay better than belug
overstocked. 1 prefer to have the lwel
fers ealve at two and a half years old;
they me more likaly to become regular
hreeders, if brought into the dairy carly,
und in the end will make better nuik-
crs. If you cousider your heifer small
and waak, do not milk her too lerg,
and let her have a litte rest before she
comes into the dairy with her second
edl, The anbmals that are pregnant,
and espeeially the young onas, should
réceive speclal care and attention. 1f
tie mother is In poor condition when
sbe ealves, she certainly cannot milk
s0 waoll, and there is a danger of losinug
Ler altogether.  Great care must be
taken with the older cows to guard
agaiust milk fever amd drop. Many
are the suggestions and remedies, but
after every precaution has been taken
aitses will occasionaliy, and sometfmes
frequently occur. Ifasting and physie
of a purgative nature, bran mashes,
and avoiding as far as possible draugths,
hielp to ward off this dreadful malady.

After your cuw has presented you
with a calf, she cannvt be treated two
kindiy. The better she lives, aud in
wibter the warer she Is kept, in rea-
sull, the more milk will she give. In
the winier mouths my cows are all tied
ap by the nek, standing on a brich
Lvor with a gutter at the back, the ma-
nure is carted out each motuing
put straight out vn to the lund , my ex-
perience Is that thss green wanure is
wost beneticid, especially on grass land.
A litde carboiised powder sprinkled
iato  the gutter heeps your houscs
sweet and tends to keep away diseaee.
The cows that milk well are allowed
about six pounds of artificlal feeding-
stull per day, anything that 1s a good
uilk producer aud, if possible, cheap.
They also have pulped mangels and
cnaff mixed and oune meal of bay.
Urumhead cabbages are giown for au-
tumn and early winter feeding., On
heavy clay or any deep soll they pro-
duce an jmmense welght of xeep per
acre. 1 plant them a yacd apart luch
Ay, so that they may be more easily
Lersechoed. Rye is planted In the
latter part of September for spring
feeding. It is well to bave two sowings
if possible, as the one will follow the
other. My cows and nearly every horn-
ed animal on my farm had a liberal
supply of green rye thls spring for a
month ; it saves an lmmense amount
of hay, and prepares your animals for
tLe young grass when they ave turned
out to the grazings. In spite of what
some {riends suggest to us, it Is a
lappy day to the dairyman when his
cows are turncd into the flelus to scek
tLeir own living, and le indeed must
be a hard heated man who would deny
Lis cows thils pleasure. Few people,
excepting those who keep dairy cows,
have any Idea of the amount of food
they conswmne and the Immense labour
and expense it is when everything has
to be drawn to them. In the sumuner
wonths, when the cows are at griss,
cach cow that gives two galloas of milk
per day has an allowance of about 4 1b.
of cotton cake or same other good milk-
producing and economical mixture per
day. You will find this systemn improve
your grazings, and more than counter-
halance any loss that may arise through
whole milk being oJold. Fach cow

should bLave her milk weighed at least

and!
[}

once a fortnight, and thuse not giving
wpearly 0,000 b, per year should be
wewded out. In forming your herd of
dairy catte, atter yvu have made up
yout Buud as to the kind you wild keep,
buy as gowd tamales of that particular
breed us your capitad will allow, Solect
cuws  with  atee-shaped  udaers and
teats, well placed, and be most ecare-
tol to have anuuals stiong in consuuue.
Uun, A cow that glhves & guud, far
gquantity of mhk, aud, alter she hus
tinishicd her dairy life, rapully becon.es
fit for the butchier, is the.ammal that
will  generally mahe  the largest  re-
turns. (1)

llaving got your females together,
tov much cate cannot be taken In seleet-
iog your male ammal. See for your-
sceil that he Is from a dam with good
milking propertics, uas I am certain
that miulhing properties are hereditary.
for an vrdinary daury herd do not be
teo pattleniar about the shape of your
bull; buy him long and low, with bold
tib aud strong loin, masculine head,
pramd  carrnage, and have svme size
abuut Ins. Should s offsprngs be
no¢ a1 success, Jo not hesitate to ot
rid of hun, although he may have cost
% lot of mouey and you teok every care
m svlcung bim. 1 do not care hew
eaperivaced ot how good 2 juugh a
man can be, he will sometimes purchase
sites that  are a failure. The young
caif shou.d Le carcfally examiued, as a
soud calf at birth is always akely to
develop into a serviceable animal,  Milk-
irg  properizes must Dbe- cultovated. 1
do not tunk tite ammal can be bred
to heep fat and at the sine time to be
a aeep milher, but she should be bred
to muiik well, and, when her muking
days are over, mithe a gond grazer.

In conclusion, I would urge breeilers
tv Lo most careful in selecting docile,
coutented  guimals, and atter they
have secured them Insist on their ser-
vants treating the animals with every
Rindness.  The cow, especlally when
‘n fuil milk, is mest sensitive, and it is
oxtraowdinary how she mmmediately
decreases her milk supply It she las
aaything to irritate her. Nothing is
gained by having socond-class milkers
l a low wage. 1 prefer men amongst
cows to boys; they are more regular
in their time, and more careful in
seelng that no milk is wasted. In these
dnys careful attention to detmanl mears,
wath good fortune, a certain amount
vf protit, whereas carelessness and in-
attention to detail inevitably means
lpse.

Mr. kobbs, said he had often reared
six calves to a cow, with the help of
sufl meal. As to calf meal, the items
he usud were generally thesz: 3 parts
Nnsced cake, 2 of linsced meil, 1 of
wait, 3 of peas or Leans, 1 of wheat
and 1 of maize. This home made meal

Lad been used on his farm for fifteen:

years. As to the temperature of 2 cow-
shed, he throught 60 degrees the best.
With respect to milk fever, a remedy
which may appear foolish carried «ut
in his district was to refrain from milk-
g a cow four twenty-four hours after
calving. Ile had also tried a milk-
fever drench, which he thought reduced
the stamina of the cow too much.

PEEDING CALVES.

Tmbryces—Belstyn—Euckling-Siim-
milk, &o.—Weaning. &

A wonderful! provider 1s Nature!
Few of our rcaders have probally scena

(1) Mr. Hobbs knows what he I8 ta'k-
ing about.—Ed.

salmon just batched : those who have
W 1l recolicet that, attached b its bLolly,
the tiny fish curries a tinter sae, or
puuch, tilled with suftielent food to last
the new denizen of the water for seve-
ial days. And this Is not the only Juty
vosrfornnd! by the food-reservdfir . ut
selves a8 an anchot to preveat the ra-
vid strem from sweeping away the
Lutile orphan into the sea, before the
tender fiame §s fitted for the impend-
lag sttuggle with the dangeroas ammbra-
ces of its fulure nurse.

Svu, tuo, the embryo chichen feeds on
die assvaiated contents of its envelope ;
the hmprisoned butterfly finds store of
ncurishment in its nympha state ; and
the very “oyster spate” is not left un-
provided. But, wonderful as all this
watehful previston of the great Mother
doubtless Is, to our ming, the arrange-
tent of the first fued of newly born
mamisals Is more wonderful stil, It
rou examine the Intestines of a still-born
cadf, you will find them filled with a pe-
cuklar plutinows gubstunce, bipckish
sieen in colour, and of a pasty consis-
tence. This, ealled In sclentitic langua-
ge, ‘“meconium,” has been accumulat-
ug during the foetal existence of the
animal, and must be speedily got nd
u? on the birth of a living calf. A means
of duing this, w'theut danger tu the
wew born, has been provided : any or-
dluaty observer must remark the ex-
denely il apputianes of the first
milk drawn fivme the cow, and other
farm mothers, after parturition. ‘This
“colustrum,” or “beistyn™, as it is eaMed
in Scotland (we have no name for it in
our part of England), is a mid aperient,
and differs, materially, from the com-
position of the subsequent mill: as will
b scen by the folluwing tables:
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lou will see at a glance that the

Luistyn contains an cnormous percen-
tage of albuminoids ; to what it owes
5 efficacy as a2 mld aperfent we confess
we do not see,but an aperient ‘t certainly
is. and we presume no farmers throw it
away, as ustd to Le done in former
days il they do, they run the risk of
losing their calves from ocoustipation.
The ash of 100 Ibs of cow's milk will
supply about 20 1bs of phosphorle acld;
1C Ths of lime; and .17 1bs of potash;
all necessary to build up the tissues and
buies of the young antmal.

But, it will be said, although I want
te rear gosd calves, 1 really cannot
affurd to give them new milk. Butter
amd cheese are high in price, and meat
«s cheap . are there no means of rear-
ing young stock with skim-milk nss'st-
et by other foods ? "To answer this
question T must enter fully into the
ireatinent of the calf from its birth,
premising that no means koown at
present will make such good calves
us the natural mik of the dam, and
many calves rearcd at the pall are lost
from greediness in feeding.

'The calf Is just born. If you want

the cow to  be troublesome, biareing



