,"“secu:on ot the oountry 1s 'ahjnly populated
“consequen'tly the churches ‘throughout here

S have small oong‘regations,and oursis ‘partieu-

_larly small.. Why, ‘we have only. ﬁfty-three
) communing membevs And T.can assure.you -
“that it is. thcrough. much: self-denial- that the
majority of the members of our- congregas
iion contribute what' they do for ouzj_ own -
- church "eXpenses, and also for the mission-

ary boards of ,our own ‘denomination.’

‘Missionary boards!” I -exchaimed. ‘Why,
from the appearance of the tiny villages I
pu.swd throu«g{h yesterday coming -here, 1
should ‘think you - had' all you could do to
sustain ‘Jour own churches, without he.lpmg
those in foreign Jlands.”

“T'rue, one would think so. But when We
are in' sympathy with Christ’s cause, we will
usually find some way by which we cdn
manifest it. Our parents, and their means
were groatly limited, used to say: “Little by
little, but given with regularity, amounts to
a good deal in time” Helen's husband felt
differently. ‘about giving to the church,” Yeoil
see, he had not been brought up into it as
wo had been; therefore it could not be ex-

"pected that he would consider it a privilege
as well as a duty 0 assist in spreading the
gospel of Chrmst, not alone in our home la:nd
but in lands beyond the.sea.’

‘How about your husband in that respect,
Anna? . T asked, taking a liberty old school-
mates are privileged to take without giving
offence. ‘Well, I had a sad experience about
that very thing,’' Anpe amswered, gravely.
Like Helen’s husband; mine had not besn
" brought up in e Church, Lewis was wil-
ling for me to"coniribute for our church ex-
penses, particularly for our minister's salary,
because he estecemed him very highly, “None
of my mcney shall ever he sent to foreign
lands,” Lewis would say over and over again,
“whenever I endeavored ‘to ‘intérest him on
“the subject of missions. «~ It was'a trial for
me not to contribute some money when a
collection wae asked for, for any missionary
cause whatever; and a still greater one not
to-be able to make a contribution to the Wo-
man’s Monthly Missionary Society. connected
with our church. You see, I was in very
delicate  health for several years after we
were married; and it was all I could do to

_ attend to my household duties; otherwise I.

could have earned some money for mission-
ary causes if Lewis had been willing for me
to do so. ' I am acquainted with three women

here who earn the mouey they contribute for-

benevolence. = Therefore under the “circum-
stances, there was not;hing left fm‘ me to do
but to.commit it all into ihe heavenly
I‘athers hamds,. and patiently wait and ear-
nestly to pray that the day might not beé far,
distant when Lewls would deem it a privi-
lege quite as well as a duty to send the gos-
' pel of Christ to those who koew it not, One
day, ah! I cam never forget that day. The
morning was overca.s.t “but the atternoon was
golden ! - Lewis brought in a newspaper T
had never seén -before. He sa.ld "“Anmna, I
- have subscribed for this paper. They say.it
throws a clearer light upon the pohtica.l
questions now before us than any other
paper. I intend to be thoroughly informed
this time before I vote. In fact, every ome
shou]d read the books and papers treatmg
upon any subject hhey a.re, or should' be, in-
terezted in. - That s, if they wish to think
and’ act intelligently. More than half the
trouble and nisunderstandings in this world.
I3 caused by the Jack of knowledge.” '

. “You are perfectly .correct a.bout that,
Lewis "’ Isaid. “One should have all the in-
formation they can possibly obtain upon any-.
thing in which they are, or, as you say,
ought to be interested. So I am very glad
you have subseribed for that paper. Now

' let me subscnbe for
g mestic Mlsswnary Magazme of:our: churoh

It-is only ﬁfty cents a year. Your busmess_
I contmued :

“will.you also let:me contribute ﬁfty cents a.
.year to the Woman’s Monthly Missmnary So- -

‘Lewis had gone.

THE MESSENODRp

has improved la.te)y - And/ ”

ciety- connected with-our churcch AS T have
freqefuntly to-ld you, I woruld like to:know
more ahout what our ‘missioniaries are ‘doing,
and also to help them in t‘heir work. " Please,
Lewis,” I pleaded. “You are well aware,

Anna, that I take. no stock ‘in ‘missions,’ o'r4

their magazines either. - I was under the im-
pression that the missionary affair had been

settled Dbetween us some time ago,” Lewis.

replied, somewhmt 1mmhently, a8 he started
for the store. -1 rarely ery. But I -had
never cried as - I- did .that - morning - after
It dxd seem:to me ag if
1oy heart was broken. I could not pray, al-
thorug-h 1fell’ upon my knees more than once,
I fully rea.hzed then, as mever before, that
the cause o near my heart must henceforth
be given 'up——a., far as my help was concern-
ed—otherwise our domestic happiness would

- be in peril; for We were very- happy, nat-

wzthebandmg we dzd pot agred on the sub-

ject of missioms. Suddenly it came into my.

mind, “What-am I, or my tiny gifts? The
silver and the gold are in my father’s hand.
So I will patiently wait. his will.”
Lowis came into the room. He had forg'ot-
ten apaperrheneeded I was sorry to have
him find me'in tears, sq I brushed my bair
back and said epologetically, that my head
ached. It ‘was true, for it felt like burstmg
Lewis got the paper, then he went out. In
a fow minutes he came back into the room,
and eitting down beside me upon the couch,
ho said; “Anna, if yow think life will not be
worth living unless you take that—that mis-

sionary boalc, you may subsecribe for it; and

you ma.y give fifty cents for that. other ‘is-
sionary. cause you mentioned. .Xou know
very well,” he continued, ‘that I-was- not

"brought up to take any interest in missions,

but you were. So let us agree to differ on
that subJeet ” and Lewis put two silver doi-

lars in my hand, wlnle bendlng down: a.nd'

tenderly kissing me.”. - .

‘"0 Lewis! I asked for only one dollan' »
I sobbed out.
_ “That ig all ‘right, Anna,” he replied_.
‘“You-have enough now for two years ac-
cording. to your reckoning. .And I imagine
by that time you will see the usclessness of

sending your money where you will never o

hear from. it again, even if it should be sent
where you intended. I.bhave my dombts
abouwt that.”.

“The 'Mwsionary Magazine’ will enhghten,
I answered, as Lewis went out of the
00, -

In less than g half-hour I was on my way
to the parsonage, to get the address of the
maga.zme And-in the afternoon: I sent a
two years’ subscription for. the same. . While
on my way home from: the post-office I felt
as If I was walking om the air. .= I was s0
light-hearted, and, oh, so thankful ! It
seomed to me then-as if my heavenly Father
had opened -to me a way whereby Lewis
oould sec for himself that, his impressions on
missionary subjecis had been very erroneous
ones. And, as for myself, I sang aloud, over
and over agai.u before I roached home:

B Salva.tlon' 0 salvation'

.The joyful scund proclaim, .
Tiil carth’s remotest nation.

. Has. leamed Measiah's name.” ..

CYAdL this, you must u.udersta.nd, dear school-
ma:te, occurTed geveral years ago. But oW,
all is s0O differmt, 60 changed, I pla.miy ]

how well it was that our means were g;rea,ﬂy )

limited durmg the first fow yeafs of ‘our-mar-

"l"he Foreign a.nd Do-'. 'ned life

. work mnssiona.nes are doing.

Just then,

have read my ‘Foretg-n and Domestic "Mis-

sionary Magazine’ as he did, at first because’- L

it was’ something nght direct. tram the' prees

and thero was but little of that then in our - ,

homo. . I cannot tell you all just now, »hovw’ '
very “soon” after - Lewis’ -united wlth"

our ¢hireh paper, a.nd other rehglous mai:ter

'made t)heir a.ppeara:nce, from time. to time,

upon our table, ' Only " three’ days ago Lewis .
said: “Anba, T would not have believed it
had'I been told afew years ago that the time

was not far distant when § would most hear- .

tily agree with you about’ the important
-And that X
would ‘Yo an out-a.nd out . advocate for
spreading the gospel of -Christ, not only in
the destitute parts of our own land, but in
lands beyond the sea.” Through your influ-
ence; . dear Anna, and the influence of- the
Holy. Spirit, I feel that I have truly - re-
ceived my sight.” Yes; one should be well
informed - before passing ‘judgment. -The
missionary magazines and our church paper
have becn tho means of ' teaching me that
lésson particularly. You were very pe.tlent
with me during the years I qiffered with you
in regard to missions. You.'bo'ne bravely a
hard trial. But now we are one 0<n tha.t sub-
jeot." .

‘And there is as g'reat a’ change in sistex'
Helen’s home. Her husband has entirely re-
gained his health; and they have moved to'a
larger village. Ever since her husband unit-
ed with. the church, there, he has been one
of its most faitbful attendants - a.nd ‘liberal
contributors, 'They: take severa.l ‘missionary
pamphiets, too besides: thexr “church paper,
And ‘that is so: gratzfying to -Helen, for:she
has always. ‘been. ‘deéply - intérested ; in"the )
missionary and- church‘work s N

When ‘does ‘your’ Worm-an.s M(mthly Mis-

smnary ‘Society meet, ‘Auna?. I would like to
attend one of ycmr meethgs whlle I am
here.*-
" “Wo meet to-morrow, and I wm be de-
lighted to have you go w1th me. -Helen will
be there. 'We do have the most soul-uphft-
ing meetings!. And every now and then
we receive interesting letters from our ‘mise
sionaries, both from the home and foretgn
field.’

Just then the c]oek struck six ‘Six

o'dock already!’ exclaimed Amma. ‘I told
Dinah I would arrange the table for her
while she was making the muffins.’ = And
Anna ran lightly down the stalrs, humming
a familiar air, and leaving me to my own re-

- flections. _ And, after Lhinking over all Anna
- had been telling me, I summed up. wy

thoughts in the words of the Psalmist: I
waited patiently for the Lord; and he im-
clined unto me, and heord my ory.'— Chris-
tian Tntelligencer.’

Fishers of Men. . _

Very beautifully, in conmection with his
own department of misstonary enterprise, did
Robert Moffat, the father-in-law of Living-
stone, and bimself for fifty years a Chris-
tian Apostle in South Africa, express this
thought when, being asked to write in -a
lady’'s a.lb\un, he penned “the following
lines : . )

“My Altbam ls in sava.ge breasts
‘Where passion reign.s and darkness rests
. W:ﬂwut one ray of light:
To wnte the name of Jesus, there, E
To point to worlds both bright and fa.!.r
_'Anq see the pagan bow in prayer,
.. Isall my soul's dehgh o
~—“The Quiver.

I Lewls could have taken all'the” .
y papers magazmes, and’ boaks he sofrcquent- S
ly- Wn:-Jhed ‘for, “he, undou:btedly would ‘mot -

the ' '
: church missfonary’ pea'iod.wa.ls ‘as well as



