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to have corne. -The unification of
Italy and Ge rmany, and théeconserv-
ation off the American Union, afe
illustrations of this -tendency. The
unifying of the British Empire
woùld give it its grandest exempli-
fication. The relations of the col-
onies to Great Britain, however ani-
ivilling we niay be to recognize the
fact, may require readjustment in
-order to'harmonize the antagonistic
interestswhich exist. rhe numerous
and noble progeny that Britain, the
.great mother of nations, has nourish-
ed and brought up, should begin to
bear their part in the maintenance of
national defence and the support of
the national dignity. The cost of the
West Indian and Pacific squadrons
and-of the numerous British garrisons
that beit the globe, should flot be
'borne disproportionately by the over-
taxed peasants of Dorset and Devon,
of Tipperary and Inverness. The
wealthy colonies of Canada and
Australli, New Zealand and Ceylon,
and- thi ir fair and flourishing sisters
around the wvorld, should contribute
,equitably to the maintenance of that
protection wvhich they enjoy no less
than those who live benieath the guns
of Chatham and Plymouth. The
dignity of the Empire demands its
integrity; and Britain would as
haughtily resent the attemipt to wirest
froim her lier smallest dependency, a
Heligoland or St. Helena, as she
would an invasion of Kent or 2MIiddle-
sex.

But if ive are to -take part 'in the
national actions- of Great'Britairt we
should also shýare her councils. If
we are to lie taxed:we should also lie
represented. Already our interests
haàv& suffered on acuntt of out Iack
of influencýe -ôn linpeil state-craft.
if à Canadiari had sat on the iGov-
ernntient benches in St. .Stepheii's
palace, -,vould our Fisheries have
been bartered' away -s -thgy Were?
or our land' invadédl aind -b)ir-* ou àg
mensiain by a foreign ýfoe, without
the êxactibn of any coômpensation-?
Would not questions ofýinter1a'tiorlal
copyright, 'of dutiês, revenue, and

even of foreign treaties, and'of peace
or wvari which might gravely affect
,our interests, lie more easily and
equitably adjusted than at present?,

There are doubtless grave prob-
lems of state-craft to be solved lie-
fore ail -the alien interests of so many
diverse peoples can lie harmonized*;
but the grandeur of the object is
an inspiration to the effort, and the
difficulty of the task but enhances
the glory -of its achievement. In-
deed, so feasibleA-Oes the scheme
appear, that wve are informeti that Mr.
Disraeli, at the late Mansion House
banquet advocated the consolidation
of the colonies ivith the mot1cr
-country, and said, wvere this carrieci
out, they would prove a sourceo.*
increased strength to the Empire.
N-everwas therenoblerfield for states-
nianship, nor sublimer reward for the
rý..tà -who, not by " blood and iron,"
but by peaceful diplomacy, shall
weld irito. indissoluble national unity
ail the British colonies through-
out thé ivorld. There have been
several amateur contributions to ýthe
discussion of this problem, one of
the very best of which, that w- have
seen is'that of Mr. Jéhu Mathews,
of this city. It is summarized- by
hurnself as follows, in the last nu-,xaber
of the Caizadiaz Monzt//y :

'l1. That a Federai Leisiftture, tonsiEtingof
twvo chambers, 6hiould bc forincd, tho Lowvei
House te consist of represenitatlives returued on
one uniforni. systemnýby the British Isliidii and
the colonies; and thst proviion shouid bc made
for colonial ropresontation in the Uppîer Hotrse
also.

12. ';ýThat the. coiduies-minning thereby
Brit»sh Anerica, the West, Indies, Southî .Africa,
and Asrasi-iod bc lef u possessiàu of
the syàteuiio!IolcaI seif-govèrumeut at presént
-.enjoyed by tlieman~ad that ineaus be takewto
securo the.8amepiv;ege to.the Britifsh Islauds.

'S. Thut the revenue requirod to, niet.ýthe
expienditure o! tho Federal Governiinut shiold
beralis6d o.a uuifénn raté o! taxation, thouih
neot ;]eqcssarily.on a uniforni systens, ail ovcr
the Federation sud that the inhabitants iof. it
shouldbe equafly lable tc, silitary and naval
service.

"«4. Tbatthe-Federal Legislsture should Suc-
ceed to ail tise prerogstvesmovy enjoycdby.tise
Insperiai Pafil ànient, exeptiug thése oùly
grýhtd! t& the -body -or bodies appointed to
legissltýe furtie iocalýgoverumeut o thoeBritioli
Isiau. dg, sud shou1d alsb cnijoy- thse right of tax-
titn ail, over the'Federation."1
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