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from coming to church.” But preach he must and would. «I
saw that I was a man,” he writes, “who was pulling down his
house upon the head of his wife and children.” Yet he would not
forbear. He was, therefore, condemned to prison for three months,
when, if he left not preaching, he was to be banished from the
realm, or if found therein, «you must stretch by the neck for if,
I tell you plainly,” quoth the judge. «If out of prison to-day,”
replied the hero soul, « by God’s help I would preach the Gospel
again to-morrow.” And not for three months, but for twelve long
years he languished in that prison, whose horrors a hundred years
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later, roused the soul of Howard to the task of reforming the
prisons of Europe. His own words are :—¢ S0, being delivered up
to the jailor's hand, I was had home to prison.”

After twelve years the unconquered soul was released, and he
was permisted to preach as he chose. While fervent in spirit, the
emancipated prisoner was diligent in business. As brazier, as
preacher, as author, he laboured to maintain his household,* and

*While in prison, he made many hundred gross of ‘“tagged laces,”
which his wife or little blind daughter sold for their livelihood.



