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sideration of, the confessio fidci of the church, with a view to, the reconstruC,

turc of its doctrines. Hie would be a bold man who would make any seriOflle

atternpt of this kind in the Preshyterian communities of the present (15v

Tt is a remarkable fact that throughout the churches of the Presbyterian famnilYY

t.here is i11 OUI time a most complete ex animo acc4eptance of the doctrines of th"

Westminster Standards. With the exception of some parts pertaining tO

the civil magistrates, which some churches bave altogether removed, and

others receive with explanation, and in respect to which there is littie différence~

of opinion amongp any; there is, we may safely say, an unanimous consent tO

the clear, bold, and broad enun-iation of divine truth contained in the confession.-

This is a most satisfactory state of things, and one of which Presbyterians xnaY

well be proud. There is, we believe, no body of Christians in the world upofl

whose doctrinal teaching se much dependence can be placed, or in which 80
inuch uniformity can be found.

In the Church of Engiand it is not so, she dlaims te be a Church of cormprt

lien sion-receiv ing and toierating within ber rigid polity the utmost latitudO
and Iaxity in doctrine. Froin one puIpit you may hear the high phrases O
ultra-Calvinisin, and from. another the lose generalizations of the lowest Arfli"'
ianisin. From 'a third the pure protestant faith, and from a foui-th the effOt"

doctrines of the papacy. The resuit of this is that Episcopacy bas hecoine e"

organization of heterogenious elements, each of which is ever striving for the

mastery and either neutralising tbe strength, or endangering tbe pence al

integrity of the whole Church.

While, again, we would not impugn the general orthcdoxy of Congregatiofl

Churclies, it will yet be allowed, by even their own menîbers, that the sag

consent in matters of doctrine among eithier ministers or people is net t'0 bO

founu amougst them that mnay be found in the Presbyterian Churcli. Thio
many be to them. a source of satisfaction. They may think it a good thing fo

brethren to have perfect liberty te adopt wvhat views of divine truth they iiiý

please, and to be untrarnî-nelled, as thev express it, by creeds or confessions; «

are not disputing this question at present. Waiving altogether the suppO~
advantages or otherwise of creeds or confessions, ail that we would say is, thst

in the Congregationai Churches there is net ut the present day, and bas nleeo
been such a uniformitv in doctrin~e as to entitie tbemn to be regarded as 01wlE

fui th. This it is we believe tlat hiders tliese btklies, more than their jealouSY' of
ecclesiastical authority, froin Unitiflg as a community for the pi.osecutiffil
comm-on christian objects.y

The only Churcli that presfJnts any parailel te the Presbyterian in unifor511it
of doctrines is the Wes!eyan. The'sermons of John Wesley stand to
leyans in the place of our Confesssion of Faith. The doctrines contained in theA

ail its ministers profess te teacbi. One always knows what may be heard 4
Wesleyun Chiurch. We are not amazed at hearing Calvinismn caricaturod 00j

abuse d in good round ternis, and the Arminian views of divine truth piairll de

clared in tlîeir pulpits. We at the same time always expect the great doQ0'o


