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THE IMPERIAL COUNCIL.

'l'hie annual gatherig of the Arabic
Nobles at Cleveland, O., on Tuesdlay,
23rd inst-, wvas laregely attended.
Thiere were 186 delegtdes present, and
fuL1Y 4,000 No'bles. I)etroit was
selected for the next aninual meeting of
the Imîperial Couticil, without a dis-
senting voice. Amiong the maltters of
business transacted it 'vas docided that
here-after the five lowest officers of the
Imperial Counicil shall t)e appointed
l)y the Iniperial l>otentate, inistead of
b)eing clected. These officers are Imi-
perial First Cereni on jal Master, I mper-
ial Second Ceremionial Master. Imper-
ial Marshal, Imiperial Captain of the
Guard and Iniperial Outer Guard. The
officers elected are as follows :-Imi-
peril Potentate, Harrison Dingmian,
Washington, D.C. ; Imperial I )eputy
Potentate, Albert 1). MNcGaffey, of
Denver, Col. ; Iniperial Chief Rabban,
IEthelbert Allen, Kansas City, ïMo.;
imperial Assistant Rabbin, Johin H.
Atwood, Leavenworth, Ks.; Iniperial
I-Jighi Priest and P)rophet, Williamn H.
S Wright, St. Paul, Minn. ; Inmperial
Oriental Guide, Lou B. Winsor, Grand
Rapids, Mich. ; Imiperial Treasurer,
Wnm. S. Brown, Pittsburg, Pa. ; Ini-
perili Recorder, Benjamin WV. Rowe!I,
lynnt, M.,ass. Charters were g1ranled
temples 'at Phoenix, Ariz., and Hart-
ford, Conn., and dispensations were
garanted for temples at Boise City, Ida.,
Charleston, W. Va., and Savannah,
Ga.-Alniericaz TyIer-.

GRAND CHARITY FUND.

One of the main objects of the Mfa-
s01ic organization, and the principal
reascir for its existence, is to afford re-
lief to those in îieed of assistance. T1hie
best miethod for dispetising Masonic
charity bias been for many y ears a sub-
ject of much discussion in the Grand
Lodges of the United States. The
twvo principal miethods adopted anion:,
the Grand Lodges are the erection and
maintenance of Masonic homes for
needy Masons, their widows, and or-

libans, on the one hand, and the pro-
viding of a fund for the direct assis-
tance and relief* of such needy Ma-
soir.s, thuir widows, and orphians, at
their homes, on the other. Aftcr a
discussion on the suhject in its various
phases for niany years, the G rand Lodge,
of Iowal two years agro, unanimiously
adlopted tlie latter inethod. Th'le Grand
Chiarity Fund thus provided for lias, by,
its jid icionusexpenidituire under tie direc-
tion of the Trrustees, ahundantly provcn
the wisdon of the action of the Grand

'l'lig. Te reports of the Trustees
of the Grand Charity Fund, made at
the last session of the G3rand I odge,
and at this session, show that the tem-
porary fund provided for lias lieen
carefully expended for the relief of
needy -Masons of Iowa, and their
widows, and we have the satisfa-,ctioni of
knowing that every dollar ihat bas
been l)aid ont of this fund bias been
uscd directly and solely for the person-
al relief and assistance of sonie needy
brother or bis widow, and that no part
of it bias been used in the erection or
furnishing of costly buildings, or for the
payment of interest upon the fund in-
vested or l)orrowed for the erection of
such buildings, or for the paynient of
salaries, expenses, and support of ofi-
cers and employes to manage and care
for said buildings and their inates.

We have the satisfaction of knowing
thiat the relief that bias been furnished
under this systeni bias been in alimnost
every case by the paynient of a nchi
less sumi tlian would lie necessary for
the total support of the permons thus
assisted. Had the saine persons been
sent to a MaI,.soniic home the w'hole ex-
pecise of their support must have been
borni by the Grand Lodge. As it is,
they have remaîned at their homes
with their !families, anîd with their own
friends, and the aniount paid, thougbi
lTiuch less than wvould have been rieces-
sary to support themn in a Masonic
home, bas undoubtedly been of much
greater benefit to them by reason of
their being perinitted to remain wvith
their families and friends. This feature
of our systeru is one that comrnends it


