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sligitly iniecased, but suispen)sionis lor
non payment or dues have increased
over /-wenir fer» centi. and the deaths
about uzine per cent. We rtepeat our
suggestion of hast year, withi emphasis
hotu of the statistics, that our chapters
should exercise the greatest care lu
dealing with those iii arrears and miake
sure that they do not err on the side of
Severity. 'l'lie i ucrease a," suspensions
in tinies of financial depression con-
clusivcly Pl-oves that decrease o>f in-
corne cuts a Iai-gc figure in) the ques-
tion of arrears of dues.

"May the craft be endoNved %vith
such %visdomn that no brother shal bie
deprived of his Masonic rights on ac-
counit of lus poverty, îîert-nanent or
temporary!"

HISTORY 0F THE UNION 0F THEI
GRAND ROYAL ARCH CHAP-

TER 0F SCOTLAND.

BY STACKER WIîLJIANS.

'l'le happy consurmmation of a union
bctwecu the " zfeeGrand Royal
Ar-c/ Chapier of Scot/and' and the
'-Eary Giand i?o;'a/ .4rc» Cizaptir of
Scotl/aid," two antagonistie authorities
over the Royal Arch degree in Scot-
]and prompts us to devote a portion of
our space to this and othier degrees as-
sociatcd with it iu that country, and to
notice the circurnstances whieh led tn
the organization of the aforesa'd bodies
and an account of their final union.

There are manv novehties c-onncted
with the history of the Royal Arch de-
grec prior to the assimption of its con
trol l)y Grand Chapters, which were or-
ganized for dtis express purpose. There
wvas anything but. regularity or uni-
forrnity in management and work.
Sornetirnes alone and sometimes fol-
lowved or preceded by the degree of
Knight Templar, it wvas carried alonig
and worked %vithin the bosorn o( the
Lodge. In fact, for a long tinue this
wvas the case wviml almost everything
whichi was clainied to bc a Nlasonic
degree. The general customn was, after
the ordinary work or b)usiness of the

Lodge, for brethren in pos.session of the
degrec to l)e conferred to rernain,
w~hen a sort or body witlhin a body
would be foriwed aiid due deguvec
ferred. Soimetiimez- jr would be the
Royal Arch degree alone, and some-
tirnes the Knight Templar degrce as
%vel11. This customi iwevailed to such
au extent as to alarm the Grand Lodge
of Scotland; and anmong otiier re.isons
to comply %% ith the " Secret Societies
Act" o>f 'Parlianicut, passed iii 179%),
she soon after the passage of the act
resolved " to ipro/îibit and dischizage ail
Lodges hiaving charters frorn the Grand
L-odge frorn holding gan y other meet-
ings than those o f the iliree grýeat
io.,ders eof illfison)-;,, of Au>PRIîTCzE,
FI-ELLO'V-CRA viTý, and IAS'rER MASON,
bcing the Aucient Order of St. Johin."
To put a stop to the practice which hid
becomie so deep rooted required strenu-
ous efforts on tlie part of the Grand
Lodge ; and to secure obedience onr
the part of Lodgcs to the order of the
Grand Lodge to discontinue conferring
of the Royal Archi and '1emplar de-
grecs, àt xvas decmed nccessary for iie,
G;ran~d Lodge, in October, i8oo, to-
issue a circular '' prohibiting and dis-
charging its daughitcrs to hold any

meigs above the degree of Master
MNason." Four years later the formi of
an oatli was furnished to the Lodges.
by the Grand Secrctary, witlu orders to-
tC(lujtC - siiù, taý,e " to sub-
scribe to it iu the presence of rwo or-
more office-lîcarers, who were also re-
quired to " szd'sc, ile alongst Teil/û hum-
as winesses.>

More or less confusion continued
until ilue organization of Chapters and
lEncanipuents for the control of these
degrees.

On the authority of M.-. E.-. 1V
MNcI3. Thlonison. of Ayr, Scotland, the
hast presiding officer of the late Early
Grand Royal Arch Chaptcî of Scot-
]and, we give the statement tbat soong
afier i Soo, charters wcre granted by
the Early Grand Encanipnent of High
1-n1ighrtS Teruplar Of IRELAND, under
wliich the Arch, as well as ail otizer
higl -- igrades, were wrought until 181 2,
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