
FRITZ KOI3US' DINNER. I

and we will roll under the table 1Wie mnust
gse, as xny venerated father used te observe,
ibutnot abuse." Then, placing ivith caro, the
;basket outside, lie clesed carefully and locked
tihe gate, put the keys in bis poct-et, and took
,the way te the flrst cave. As ho went along
lie coxnpleted thje basket with a bottle of old
min which ho found apart from the others
intrenched between two piliers of the vault,
then lie wvcnt up the stairs 'waiting for a
=nnute te lock the doors. 0O1 coining near

the vestibule ho hoard the bustie of înaking
'çakes and fLiig the fire; ho stopped ia tJxo
jentry on the sil of the ldtchea and cried:

S'More are tho hottles I On this occasion,
Z:atel, 1 expeot you te surpass yourself, that
'ou shail niake a diinner. But, a dlinner!Il

I'etcontented, sir,i" answered tho old
cul-isiire, "lyen will net be any less satlsfied
lvith me on this occasion than yen have been
,on any other for the last twenty years."ý

'II belleve it-but, thon, oe ean do well,
.very well, and incoxnparably -%ell."
1 «I will do aUi tamy power,"l said the old
mail, "and yen cen ask ne more."1

K obus, then, seeing on the table woocl bons,
a superior piko reunded ln the tub, dainty
trout, for frylig, and a superb pate, do fois
grhs thought al would pass off m~ell.

l'"Very wcll," ho said. 'Ivery well, indeed;
<*that will do, ha! ha! ha! ne shail leugl in-
teriorly 1"

Instead' of going te bis ordinary di.ning
roora ho turnod te the right and set downv bis
basket before a higli door, put a key in tho
Iock and opened ib. lb was "The Gala EUli et
the Kobus-ez." No one 0-inedl there but in
great state. The curtains cf the thrce high
windows of tho roons were closcd; you could
see in tho hait shadow ancient furniture-
yeiloir lounges, a groat chünney of nhito
marbltoie-o walls with greac fraeine cov-
ered mith white muslin.
1Fritz first epenod the -wîindows aud dreiv

aside the curtains. The hall, iu its old, eak
carving, was digiùfed and oueost sole-n.

Yoau rould s,ýe et a glance that good cating
bad descend-edt thero frein fathor to son.

Hoe then tock off the covers of the portraits;
ono was tho portrait cf Nicholas Robus, coun-
seoer of F rederick W illiain ln the ycar cf aur
Lord 1715.

Monsieur the counsélor %wore an immense
LoUis XIV peruke and a chestnut coat with
largo sleoe-cs turncd ovcr te the clbows; tho
besoin, fine lace; bis figure ivas large, crect
and dignificd. Anotiicr portrait rc*pre.sctcd
lranz Sepol S:obus-ensign in tho reginient
o! dregoons of Leiing,-en--with sky bliie
nniforxn, a surtout of silvor, a whlite scar! on
the bef shoulder, powdorod hair and chapeau
set on the car. Ho appearod te ho about 20
years o! ege, aud as frcslî as a bouquet -o!f
eglantine. The third portrait reprcsnted
Zhachariah IK-obns-a justice or tho peace-in
;a black robe. Ho hold in his band a snull
box aud wore a pertihe with a rat cue.

These three portraits, of the'sanie size, were
largo and solid painting&. One could sea that.
the Kobuses had always had sufficient iunoy
te pay artists properly te send their physiog-
nomies down te pesterity.

Fritz had features in cummea with them
ali-that is te say, bluoe yes, a broad fiat
nose, a round chin, broken with a dimple, a
wido mouth, aud a satisfied expression. On
the r1ghtside against tho w-ail wvas tho por-
trait of a woman, ERobils' grandinother-
fresh, lanlghin, ber bal! opened xnonth show-
ing as beautiful whbite teeth as one could
iiagine; her hair raised on a cusbiom, and
ber form onvoloped ta a vlvet robe of sky
bIne, bordL-rezl with rose. In this l)icture
Robus' gttt;-df&à.her tokl the greSatal prido,
aud, after sgssIng it, lb w-as unaccountable that
tho grandson hed sncb littie inclination te
marry. AU these portraits, franied lu heavy
gold meoldings, prodnced a great effect i tutIe
lofty hall.

On the door thero was a relief representing
love c'nrritd away ln a car by thrco dovos. la
a woyd, ail the furniture-the doors cf the
armories, the old linon closets la ros3ooal,
the buffn>t miith large sculptured panels, the
ovni tablç with twisted legs, and even the oak
floor, r4lternately inlaid with yellow and
black-alI enneunced the good style in w-blet
tho Kobuscs lad lived for 150 years

Fritz norr pushed tho table on its ratiers te
the centre of tbo hall, thon opened tho double
doors of tho higli armories, la one -%ras the
table linon, beautiful as it w-as possible te de-
sire, nith an infiuity o! glister. la the other
Mho dishes and plates of niagnificent Sexony,
fiowered, nsolded and gilded; piles of plates,
services of aIl sorts, sugar bowIs, and ebove
ail, tho silver. Robus chose a beautiful danm-
ask clotli and extendcd it caeofly on the
table, pas;sing bis band over lb te efface the
croases and mnaking nt tho corners great knots
te preveLit lb sw-ceping tho floor. Ho did this
slowly and with love. Af ter that ho tookc a
pile of plates and placed thein on a chimney

pice; thon more deep plates end ethler plates.
eo mado a plateau of crystal gla-sses, eded

w-ith great diaiond cuts. Ili these glasses
tho red wmon reflected, turning the celer te
ruby and the ycllow w-lue te topez. Thon lie
disposed thse kaives aud fores %vithi plates
regularly around thse table, ene opposito the
other; hé put the napkinshbesido thons inuboat9
sud bishop's bonnets; hoe placcd thser
somothu-es t'O thse riglit, sometimes te
tho b'lf t, te judge of the sysnmetry.
la this occupation bis great goed form Ladl
an air of rcciving inexpMeszible satisfaction;
lis lips wcre tightly closed, nd bis eyebromw
Irnit together. «lbIs rightat lest,"le osaid iu
a deep voico; "the grand rirederick Sclsult2
at thse side of the wvindows, bis back te the
liglt; tho Prolesser Christian ]lu= facing
hini; Josephi on this siea and mnyseif ou that.
sido; that w-il doi tlsat wM do! Whca tmp


