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M4ANY an aid orchard wvhicli is now anL1 eyesore to evcrybody can, at littie
cost, beyond slîght l-abor, be converted into
an up-to-date tidy, prolific, and profitable
branch of the farm. There are many orch-
ards ini Canada which bear more warms thian
fruit, because the gen erality of farmers caiî-
not be brauglit to, lcarn that fruit raising
pays even if it be grown merely for home
consumptian. It wvill only occupy three
ycars ta ev olve a plentiful liarvest as well as
a synîmetrica! well kept orchard out of
lichen and mnoss-covered trunks, if the advice
g-iven in this article be follaoved w~ith fair
f;aithftulncess.

Thie first thing to be donc is ta serape off
the raugh, loase bark fromn the trunks and
branches, and ta prune the trees. While it
is truc that this roughi bark may appear to
do but little hiarm, it affords comfortable fre
board zand lodgings for nloxiaus insects which
tlîorough-ily appreciate and avai I hcmisel ves
of this hospitable shelter.

P'-runing rnay be as simple as A 13 C. At
first only dead branches and crctiding suck-
ers nced bc remaoved ; uiile.ss the trees be
aid and decrepit wvith dying branches and
wvaningý, strengîh, and ini that case the prun-
ing should be vigaraus. As -a grape vine
cau lic rencived so, can an apple trec, and in
extremne cases a trec may bc cut to, the
ground and another onc buit upon a short
shoot wvhicli will spring up. Cut out oId
branches, leave yount; suckcrs to take thecir

place, then a newv top will quickly forni, and
grood fruit wvîll fallow. Alivays take care to
thin out uscless branches, because sunshine
afid air are inseparable from the steady,
healthy growvth of orchards as of individ-
uals.

An apple trec must be fcd if it is to pro-
duce fruit, and no diet is more suitable or
inexpensive than a Iec-uminous cover crop.
Trees require maisture and food ; therefore
grass and weeds nmust be removed. To suc-
ceedf, tie farmer must plough his archard
and tili the -round, tillage being continued

frequently during early summner. By mid-
sutnmer wvoad gra wth gencrally ceases and
tillage should stop. A caver crop saovn thien
will îîat oinly protcct the soul from wvashing
but wlvI add humus ta it, 'vhile a claver crap
wvill galber aIl Uhc nitragen necessary for thc
next ycar's grrowth.

A gaad alternative to, ploughing Uhe orch-
ard is ta pasture it wvith hog-s and sheep,
preferably the former, and alwvys ta k cep
more animais there than Uic grass xvill sup-
port, because this wvill insure supplementing
the grass diet by grain, wvhicli naturally wvill
bring fertility to the archard and insure that
the grass wvill nat growv taîl. Whcere ani-
n:ails are iiot grazinfg ini an orchard the grass
should be mio'n carly and left an the -round
ta add humus ta the soil ; but this is 'lot
nearly so beneficial as g-r.zing Uhc land.

Insects and fungi have ta be considered
with, and it wvill be tnecessary to, spray wvith


