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READING ALOUD. where they exist, in their absence, howiver, it would be vain to
expect 4ny largo measure of succes. Further, it in not every
teacler ivho is himaself qualified to teach elocution. Tt needs a good

Tho parliamentary recess affords an opportunity for the disets- reader to train good readers. Thestudents in our training colleges
sion of many subjects of importance to tho general public, for have so many more important thinga to attend to, as learning the
whivh the daily papera 'would not bu able to sparo roon while Pr. exact height in feet of the Suliman Mountaina and the exact length

in.miles of the Rio Negro, that but little time can be devoted to
liament is sittiig. Since the prorogation, soveral topics have been tl acquisition of the art of reading aloud. When it in remembered
discussed of interest to teachers, and among these the question of that special qualifications, in both teachers and pupils, arm requisite
the teaching of reading in schools. We last week gave extace for the production of really good readers, the paucity in their num-
fromt letters which appeared in the Times on reading aloud, froan ber is largelyaccoui.te m for.m*But, for teacliers, a mocre important niatter still ia the question et
which it will be acen that there exists a very general consensus of tine. We admit fully that much More might be done in training
opinion that this subject is at present very badly taught in achoola children to rend aloud than is attenpted at present, if only teachers
of every grade. It is necessary that the distinction between reàd- had the necessary time. We dread lest the result of the discussion
ing and reading aloud should lie carefully borne iii mid. There of the subject that has taken place shaould lead to an addition to

. the burdets of teachers and pupils, already grievous and hardly toare many intelligent persons who are able thoroughly to enter mto bu borne. We many have sorme enthusiastic member of the School
the meaning of an author theinselves, yet who, if asked to read Board for Londons proposing a resolution that reading aloud should,
front that author aloud, would be utterly unable to do so in a way bo more encouraged im the B3oard achools, and other school mana.,
calculated to please or profit thoir audience. This fact seeins not gers following suit. Then will follow what has happened so fre-

quently aforetine. It is easy to show how inporta~nt in the teach-
to bu known to Mr. Byrne. He says, justly, that one main object itig of drawing, and we have regulations laid down that so many
of an elementary school ia to turn out scholars who have a taste for hours per week must bu devoted to drawing. Then we have some
reading. But when ho states that î, considerable degree of profici. iametber proving what is very easy to prove, the importance of a
ency in reading aloud is necessary in order that a maan may bu able know4ledge of social econony, and straightway the Board Inspectors

to take a pleauure ln readiag, ho aye what the expérience o! nt are directed to report upon the teaching of that subjecthn their dis-
tricts ; in otier words, pressure is to be broughs upon the teacheis

of us proves to be ntot truc. There are Manty who will read with to add that stubject to their already too extended curriculum. And
delight and profit their favourite authors who aro possessed of to now, we suppose, we shall, in addition to the already long list of
degree of proficiency in reading aloud. The ability to read and the Board Inspectors and Instructors, have a Reading Inapector or

Reading Iustructor. It is tine that the question should bu faced
ability te rend aloud are two different things. By the former, we how malany lours per day can bu profitably devoted to school work,
mean the ability to comprehaend the ideas of another through the and how that time may bu distributed so as to secure the largest
nedium of written or printed characterA ; by the latter, we mani, amtount of benefit to the pupils. We would add one word to Mr.
in addition to this, the ability to translate written into spolken Byrnue and his brother inaspectors. It might bu possible to domore

for the children in the time even now devoted to reading, if the re-
anguage, su that those isteaing to us my also comprehenad the quiremsents in the carlier standards with respect to mechanical a.

ideas of the author read. It would bu well if different terma wero cnracy of readinag and spelling were relaxed. As it is, we May well
employed to denote these two different things. What Mr. Byrne wonder that any pupils should leave our schoula *Ith a. taste fo
pleada for is nacither more nor lus than the tcaching of clocution reading, seeing the drudgery they have to go through in order te

met the Goveratnent requirenents. One of the evil resulta of the
in our elementary schools. systet of examiniation uhich has been in vogue during the past

No one can doubt the importance of the subject. There are few twenity years has been the adoption by teachera of methode calcu-
intellectual plcasures greater than that of listening te a good author lated te inspire Mtany of their pupils .ith a distante for books of
as interpreted by a good reade. And it has thisadvanatage, it is a. any kind, su that, once fre front school, they have no desire ta

n cadopt a course of profitable reading. It will be a good thing for
cheap pleasure; one within the mens of thre workg classes. If the country when ail concerned recogni7e the importance of making
the majority of the children leit our schools with a taste for good achool life and work a pleasure, and adopt the means conducive tu
reàding and the power of reading well aloud, a very great deal thtat enid.--The &choobamaster.
would have been done for thun: But there are one or two pointts
in connection with the cry for improved reading tiat should bu THE UNIVU&TY,-HOW A» 'WHATI
borne in mind. In the first place, the ability to read well aloud is
due to the possession of a naturd gift as mauch as the ability to ex- or WM. W. FOLWELL, LL.D.
cel as a mîuiician or a painter. Thtis gift iaay or nay not be culti-
vated, but in itsabsence no amoutt (if skilled instruction will suffice Tie présent statu o! titu hglaer éducation tu America cat be
te iako a really good reader. At present, an inconceivable waste j rleflycotnprehetdedinocieword,-cha. Thirtyyearsagotfare
of tinte is inàcurred in the attempt to make good nusicians of some waa a cohiege course, sitple aîd distiactive,-tho educafion of tie
of the children of uir middle and upper classes. Any mtausic teacher gcntlumaiî ard the cler'4sn.ta. Tht good old classical curriculum
of experience could tell of numerous cases where the ticcessary bas ttearly faded front view, though ifs thread of good sf111 kune
natural powers were absent, and yet in which years were devoted aloag tîe broad web cf scholattic hife and work.
to the acquisition of a anercly maechanical style of playing. Su in Tte 'Jhenttere anet
readitng, there are few children who anight not, if th nccessary full elctioa cf studios, therc la election frot tumerous courses cf
time and attention were devoted to themi, bu made fair readers, study. Tiis élection descends inte the preparatory sctools, and we
but only a few èoiparatively who could be trained to be good seu youtlis ts-they choose titirhats
render. For theso we wouald provide the ntecessary training and situes ; alîeit iit soiaewhàt greator iadcpeadunce cf fasîtion
instruction, just as in the case of anay who showed special talent in Tite élective systean las been vastly extcaded tlirough thecotapeti
drawing But it would be a waste of tite and labour to attemipt tioa of att excessive nuaithr o! sniahi deaontioaal celleges for
to make all, or even thu majority, of the childrti attöniding ée- attracting studeata. Bero mcet te signa of a religions chaos,
zentary schoola good clocutionista. The teacher can do nuch, but micil chielly the cause (f the confusion in our higlter education.
hae cannot iampart faculty. The delicate taste, tihe quick perception, Esh sect ln hcgicahly boid te undertako the conversion of mat-
the mttusicaW voice-the natural qualitice. in short, which aust bu ki d to tetets. Otherwibe if lia nu raglit tu exist.
puuu.d -by a good rieider may -b. strtugtiaeed anad inaprovôd jJollobe adeaiedtione wregard as a c aoeThary part o the


