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One of the chief drawbacks te success in teaching reading arises
from the insufficient preparatory training of teachers. This is a
disadvantage, however, which yen can lessen or remove b your
own efforts; whicl, inadeed, yen must remove, oi. be content with
mediocrity where you might obtain distinction. The most advanc-
cd teacher ie still a learner ; and ho should retain the learner's
spirit when beyond 'the walls of the class-room. Within the walls,
he is a fountain of supply only ; without, he draws front every
source the ncans of keeping the perennial stream of knowledge in
full flow.

Your Association meetings tend greatly te thiis end. Hure you
teach and learn from each other. Bere you find a range of stan-
dards for comparison. Bore yon have the advantago of mutual
criticiam ; and you have ale the most valuable opportunities for
self-measurement, without vhich there can be no real progress.

The first point in teaching reading is to regulate the apparatus
of speech. This involves nothing beyond the comprehension of
the youngest pupils. The modus operandi is se simple that i may
specify all necessary particulars even in this short section of a brief
address. It ia of course advisable that teachers should know more
than tbey may be called on te communicate ; such as the physio.
logy of the chest, the diaphragm, the larynx, the pharyni, etc. ;
but for the training of their pupils it is enough te look on tho
whole apparatus of speech as a bellows, of which the moutl is at
once the aperture and the handle. When yen open the mouth you
enlarge the passage te the lungs, and an influx of air front the at-
mospherie pressure naturally accompanies the act. Teaci your
pupils te open the mouth at the commencement of every utter-
ance, and you will secure two important results at the saine tine .
yen will establish a habit of heartfelt, vocal respiration, and
facilitate the acquirement of a style of sharp, distinct, and light ar-
ticulation. The majority of pnrsons-even public speakers-fail
in a free opeuing of the mouth: they push dhe plastic organs-the
lips and tongue-from point te point, without disengagoment, and
their utteranro is consequently beavy and indistinct. The opening
of the mouth before speech is the secret of ease, and fluency, and
clearness. -

Mr. Catlin, the author of a work on the North American Indians,
recommends people te breathe only through the nose for hygienic
reasons, and sote teachers have copied the precept as if it were
universally applicable. This is a mistake. There is wisdom in
shutting the mouth when you pass fron a heated room to a cold
atmosphere, but there would be the reverse of wisdom in shutting
the mouth every time you take breath in speaking, and in order te
breathe solely through the nose yen must close the mouth, either
by meaus of the lips, or of the tongue and palate. Apply the
thocry of nasal respiration, if you eau, while you are asleep-and
stop snoring-or at any time 'when the organs are at rest, but not
when they are in action in speech. Yeu require an extra supply
of air while speaking, and you want the largest possible channel
for its entrance-by both mouth and nostrils. Use the jawas the
handle of your bellown, and the prozess will go on noiselessly and
freely, replenishing the lungs by more atmospheric pressure.

This maxillary action is apt te be overdone at first, or te be awk-
wardly done,-either by jerking the jaw downwards, by snapping
it bitingly upwards, or by moving the head backwarde. The de-
sirei action is more internal than external. The head should be
perfectly still, and the movements of the jaw se light and floating:
as net te be in any degree obtrusive on the attention. But aU art
thus hides itself in facility.

" Ars est celare artem."

The preparatory separation of the organs, which speech is te
bring in contact, iS really a mechanical necessity ; it illuatrates the

same principle as that which raises the hammer before its down-
ward stroke-which dravs back the arus before the outward push
-or bonds the lnees before an upward spring. Thitus to pronounce
the letter P-which requires the lips to be closed-we muat first
soparate the lips in ordor to mako their monentary contact light
and graceful.

The second point in teaching roading is to mako pupils pronounce
the eléments of speech correctly. I assume, of course, that letters
are thoroughly known ; but oven with elder people than school
childron it would not be safe to Assume that sounds are practically
familiar. Ever'y syllable has, or should have, its definite impulse
of sound, and every word its articulate boundary, delineated as
clearly to the car as the outline of the printed word is shown to the
eye. This precision of utterance requires, on the part of the teacli-
er, a perfect knowledge of the elements of speech. These are sup-
posed to consist only of the two classes called " vowels " and "con-
'donants,'' but they compose, besides, an unrepresented classof tran-
sitional effects or glides, on the use of which, although they have not
been noticed by writers on the subject, a good pronunciation de-
pends. The percussion which is heard between a consonant and
a vowel in the sane syllable should be regarded as a real olement
of speech, and as such the effect should be heard, oven when no
vowel follows the consonant. An example will give you a clea-
idea of what is meant by these consonant glides. Let us again
take the letter P. This is said to be pronounced by closing the
lips, but it really derives all its audibility froi opening the lips
after closure. The percussion of this opening is the glide of-
the consonant P. The sanme principle of organic separation applies
te all consonants, each of whicl, when final, should be finished
with a glide. Glides are thus transitions either to another phonetic
element, or te a position of rest.

Your pupils, then, must be taught to pronounce every vowel
with its true quahty, every consonant with its glide or percussion,
every syllable with a definite impulse, and every word or group of
words compactly and with well-marked initial and final boundaries.
The initial boundary will be given by opening the mouth ; and the
bnal boundary, if the concluding elemnent is a consonant, by the
articulate glide of organic separation. The iatter, being the least
obvious of the elenitnts of pronunciation, requires special atten-
tion on the part of teachers.

The best exercise in pronunciation is the separate utturance of
syllables. This would be easy but for the anomalies of orthography,
winch have accustonied us to au unphonetic syllabication. But in
dealing with suunds we must disregar 1 letters. Double consonants,
for instance, are divided in writing syllables, but they nust be
treated as single consonante in pronouncing syllables. Tis we
write pos.ses.sion as the syllables of the word possession, but we
pronounce p.ze-shun, but ve inust teach our pupils te analyze the
sounds of words in the actual phonetie syllables. Combinations of
consonants are divided in speaking-as in the wor a apprehension,
which would be analyzed into ap-re-hen-sion-.but o therwise every
syllable (except the final syllable of a word ending with a conso-
nant) will terminate with a vowel. You nust net be misled, by
any theory of so-called ''short vowels," intu suppusing that yuu caa-
net end a syllable wnh a short vowel . you do se in every sentence.
Yeu certainly wiRl never make your pupils pronounce well until
you teach then to individualize syllables with the exact effect they
receive in the concrete utterance of« words and sentences. You
cannot pay to particular attention to this point. A pure pro-
nunruation is the rarest of all qualities both among pupils and
toachers.

The third point in teaching reading is te distinguish the tones
of the voice. Tones are net subordinate matters of mere taste and
fanoy ; on the contrary, the tones accompanying the language are


