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managrement, but appoints as manager one of
the seutchers thenselves. By this means the
most valiable portion of our produce is put
into the hands of the most unoducated por-
tion of the community, and the farmer is left
entirely at their mercy. Now, after twent.v
years of close and unremitting attention to
flax scutching, J can unhesitatingly state, that
from £3 to £4 per acre is lost to the farmer
by hurried and sloveniy seutching. 'There is,
in addition to this, another great mitake
fron the state in which the fmer brin u his
flax to the mîill, often inso damp condition
that it is ruinous to scuteh it. On this point
I have had some hundreds of experiments,
and all were in favour of flax being seutched
in a dry state. In somne instances the loss is
to an extent alnost incredible, some lots giv-
ing double the amount of fibre when dry then
wen in a danmp state, and the quality is
greatly improved. I therefore hold thatthiere
are great waste and loss, and one of the chief
causes of bad scutchiug, by putting irsto the
scutehers' hands fiax in a damp state. There
should be a means of dr ing all flax seutched
in the winter months, and bteam is the only
safe drying, all other nieans being either in-
jPrions to fiax or dangerous as to fire.

I particularly wish to call the attention of
flax-spinners to the plan of dr3 ing the flax 1y
stean, as not only quality, but quantity is im-
proved, and that to an extent they would
scarcely credit. Ilowever, should they have
any doubt, by sending a deputation of tw o or
more flax-buyers, to mny mîills, I will kt them
sec a series of experinents that N ill convince
them that steam-drying of Ilax is a great im-
provenient in every way. Now, every means
should be resorted to that would either im-
prove quantity or quality in these days of
want of cotton. Spinners zhould be the first
to set the example, and let theni begin where
the Royal Flax Society left off, namely, at the
scutch iils. The farmers have been very
well instructed how to do their part to iax;
it is only when it comes to the mtilis that there
is a want of skill andi care. I would therefore
say that the spinners, as a body, should forin
a society or committec, and erect one or more
model scutch mills, and experiment on them,
giving to the country the benefit of experi-
ments, and also training young men and fit-
ting thein to take management elsewhere
through the kingdomn, as the want of such is
a great drawback. Many new districts would
commence growing flax were there a facility
of obtaining such skill. Every young ian
should be able to superintend the erection of
the scutching department of a mill, as also to
train scutchers, &e., &c. With such facilities
many new districts would commence fla.x cul-
ture. It is now quite evident that machine
scutching will not supersede the established
system. The preseut scutch mil, when well
fitted up and in good working trim, is in

itseif an admirable machine, and vell adapted
to take the shoves out of flax. Its action can-
not, be excelleci ; and -when ve add to that a
wiell-trained scutcher, I would say that as
long as lie does his part well, no machine will
be able to com)ipete with it. I have had many
experiients on this, ham ing invented the first
c% lindrical setc inaig maine, which obtained
a iedal at the Dublin Exhibition sone ten
years ago. In course of inventing this ia-
chine I had many experimicits with the pre-
st ut systen, and invariably founid that a well-
ordered mill and a grood seuteher could comie
ont with long odds. We should, therefore,
look after and try to improve what experience
teaches us is the bcst nmachine. To do so
We should have the thi-x brought into a suita-
ble state by stcam drying, (none other being
so safe or so good). It wiill then be in a fit
state for the scutcher. In falct noue but
those who have seen it can imagine the differ-
ence there is in scutching a dry, as compared
w itl a damp, strick of flax; and all the fine
fax is as much imiproved in quality as quan-
tity. When prepared in this way with steam
drying, and carei*ly put througl our patent
rollers, then it is fit to be put into the scutch-
ers' hands, but not before. The scutcher
should have a well ordered stock or stand,
with cight wipers or knives on a ritm of four
feet diamueter, the wipers being ten ilches
projecting from the rim and nine inches broad,
and travelling at a specd of about 200 revolu-
tions per minute, being the maximninm speed,
antId ranging from that down, according to the
quality and firmness of fibre. Now, I hold
that such a machine has not hitherto been
equalled for scutching our Irisi fiax-for re-
fining the fibre and preparing it for the spin-
ner. I have mninutely ex:unined all the pro-
Cesses that flax goes through preparatory to
spinning, and unbesitatingly state that the
scutch-nill is the place Io take out the shoves
and refine the fibre witb the greatest saving
for both quantity and quality (alwa3 s suppos-
ing tie scutcher to do his duty). Let, there-
fore, one or more model scutch mills be erccted
on these priieiples, which I wilil xplain (if
required) more miinutely au accurately, and
managed on the ruks I L aVe stated, and I will
guarantee a vast sa ring of flax to the t 9mntry,
as well as greatly extended culture. The fiax
fabric will now be called in to make up the
void of cotton; hience the present is the mtost
fitting time to develope flax culture and man-
agement, that it may not again lose the place
it is now likely to take. Should any noble-
tuan or society take up the subject, I will feel
pleasure in imparting sucb information and
instruction as my long experience and close
application to flax-scubching have given me,
as well as the result of niy mîany experinents.
I am, sir, your very obedient servant, Wr.
BAnD, Mullanbôy, Castlefin, Co. Donegal,
September, 1862.-Belfast Morning News.


