280

TRANSACTIONS OF TH

grey sand. On the whole it is a productive
soil, adapted to the growth of Wheat, Indian
Corn, Oats and Buckwheat ; and with prof.er
management produces the finest and most
healthy roots and vegetables. Tihe timber is
mainly white and black Oak, with chestout
and occasional clumps of hard wood and dwarf
pine. The soil in the south eastern portion
of the township of Windham is of a loamy
nature, producing abundant ¢rops of all grains,
roots,and vegetab‘es,generally cultivated. The
soil in the north eastern portion is a gravelly
loam inelining to sand — the same may be said
of the south western part. These soils are
not much affected by an excess of either wet
or éry weather; neither do they heave with
the frosts of winter, consequently they un
versally produce fair average crops of the very
bést sample. The north western portion pos
sesses a clay soil, some seasons produciug
abundant crops, at others these are material y
affected by the frosts of widter and the
droughts of summer, The interior of this
township is covered with forests of prine, with
large ceder and tamarac swamps.

The Township of Charlottrille bas gerer-
ally a lizht sandy soil, although there are
many farms of most desirable fertility. Owing
to the diversified nature of the soil, the crops
are various—some farms producing the largest
crops of Wheat and Clover, others producing
the finest erops of Indian Corn, and Buck-
wheat; while all produse Oats, Barley, Peas,
Potatos and Tu-nips in abundance. There
is almost every variety of timber indiguous to
such oils.

‘Ihe Township of Walsingham is noted for
ker lumbering capabilities. A large portion
of th's township was once covered with the
finest quality of White Pine, which is fast be-
ing converted into timber and lumber for
the American market. But few years will
suffice to sweep away these mighty and beau
tiful forests, and leave nothing but uns'ghtly
stumps and refuse timber. That portion of
this township bordering on the Long Point
Bay, and Lake Krie, is possessed of a sol
varyiig from a black vegetable mould of a
loose friable nature, to clay of the most tena-
cibus quality. The crops of Barley, Oats,
Peas and Wheat are of the mo-t luxuriant
kind. ‘The pasturage is abundant, Timothy
and clwer luxuriate here, and grow to the
hearts content of tlie most avaracious of our
species,

The Township of Houghton is a-benfip
gore of land, the base of which Yies. gy
Lake Erie. The soil isrich and productit
much like that of Wal-ingham of which
have been epeaking—producing the g
variety of crops, in the same abundance, Ty
timber is Maple, Beech, Ash and Elm, wity;
Lirge supply of Pine and some Walnyt, -

Middleton is consilered rather uuprody
tive, owing to the l'ight sandy wature of |
s il; although there are some of the bestfyjp
and the best farmers in thiis township, of anp¥
the coun y. Pine is the prevailing tins’
consequently a great deal of lunbermg !
carried on here. '

As to the average produntiveness of i
soils your directors are of the opinion, ¢
aside from extraordinary seasons of steri
the average of wheat per acte is 20 bushek
of Barléy and Qats 30 bushels, of Indian Cyr
50 bushels, of Peas 30 bushels, of Buckwhy
25 bus -els, of potatos 150 bushels, of Ruts*
bagas 300 busuels, of Carrot 400 bushe
Timothy Hay 13 tons, Cover Hay 1} 16
Millet is cultivated to some little exten,a
succeeds well in our warm soils, produ
from 2 to 3 tons per acve of the mogt pib
table and nutritious fodder, and from 90:
30 tushels of seed. - .

The wide spread calamity of June lu
fell heavily upon this county. Our wh
crop, the staple production of our localit
from presenting the most promising appeirex
witnessed in many years, was stricken doi
by the fiosts; and instead of inaturinga
producing an abund int harvest, reinained L
blackened ard s-ared monument of dis;
pointed hopes. Never within the recollectk
of man was the devastation so fatal, son.
versal. :

Indian Corn was also cut down, andnef.
recovered. Much was replanted ; but oi,
to the coldness of the Summer and Autin’
very little came to maturity. Many fumf
sowed their corn ground to turvips; atdL
consequence was that e never had ik,
abundant root crop before; and whi-hisee
supplying to a great extent the fallingof
other crops. Peas, Oats and barley weredy
iyjured, and yield-d abundantly, ‘fimt
meadows suffered much, and did oot vetor
Clover meadows, however, revivedafier v
frosts and produced an average vrop, (hl
whole, we find ourselves in much bellét
cumstances thun our fears woultl allows



