
IIISTORY OP LENNOX AND ADDINGTrON

V/hile it is generally conceded that Frontenac ivas a wvise and able
Gavernor and I)ossessed of reinarkable tact i dealiug with the Indianis,
it is at the saine tinie aIleged that hie did not scruple to take advantage of
the opportunities that carne his way to engage iii trade to repair his
sliattered fortunes. The meniber of Fenelon's Eastcr congregation, îî'ha
resCntc(l the insinuations of te ptulpit, wvas noile other than Sieur de la
Salle, the fainous explorer, w~hose long cherislicd dream wvas the dis-
covery of a western passage ta China. H-e, like sa ntiany of the early
adventurers ta Canada, ivas born of wcalthy parents and hiad received a
good education. Froin bis eider brother, a prîest of St. Sulpice, Nvho
hiad preceded Iimi ta, Canada, lie had gaîlîered, mucli informwation oi the
new wvorld. The priests of thie Serniniary of St. Sulpice were the feudal,
lards of MAontreal, and iii orcler ta facilitate the grawth of the settie-
ment, thev granted large tracts of land ta intending settiers. lit 1666
La Salle sailed ta Canada and obtaiued front the Sulpicians agrant of
land on the bank, of te St. Lawrence at the place naw kuown as
Lachine. Tihis lie parceilcd out anmong a nînniber of scîtleriz, reserving
a cansiderabie portion for iniiself. He moon rnastered several Iindian
languiages, preparatory ta te great task, lie seentis ta biave conccived
sliortiy aifter lus arrivai in Canada, if. indeed, lie hiad nlot entertained the
idea before lie saiied front France. Ever since the traveis of Marco Polo
iii the thirtîenth century the Nyealih of China liîad a.ttrazctedl iie civilized
%vorld and it ivas stilli helievedl that a passage wvonilc yet be discovered
across Anierica that would afford a short ratite to thiat land af go)id and

La Salle liad hecard of te Ohia River, %lîich lie belicved cnîptied
int utic Gulf of California, and whicli would thuts saolve the prableni whicli
lîad so long pcrp)lexedl the adventurers in search of this western passage
To explore titis river ivas niow his ane grent object iii life ta which aIl
bis- othier etrprises were trihuîtz-ry. Sucb ivas bis buringi zeal that ta
ii; %cgir vas given inii ocker the naine of China, knowil iin Franice

asz La Chine. Obtaining Ilhe conisent of the Governior ta ptirsnc bis
exploraioneu solci his Scigniiory at La Chine. purchased and eqnlipp)cd

four cauioes-. and set ont on lus first c.\pclitit-bi. 1iJhave decalt elsewhere*
with the lieroic efforts of La Salle to acconiplish bhis end. and it is itot ta
aur present purpose ta failow~ hiitu through aIl bis trying experiences.
b 'fce il to sav', that bY' 1673. ]le lîad sati-fied liimiself that the Mississippi
flowed southwird iuta te if of 'Mexico, and %vould furnisbi a direct
imtans of communication with the fertile plains of the intcrior of the
continent. the ituntîug-grottnds along the baliks of its narthern tributar-
tes. aid ilite sliorcs of thte ilper lakcs. Frontenac. te Governor at titis
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