
" A SKIN FOR A SKIN."

Régiment de Meuron. He
made these the nucleus of a
considerable force of Swiss
and Germans who had for-
merly served in that regi-
ment, and lie pursued a tri-

umplial progress to what
lie called his territory of
Assiniboin, capturingr all
the Northwest Compauy's
forts on the route, impris-
oning the factors, and send-
ing to jail in Canada allthe
accessaries to the massacre,
on charges of arson, mur-
der, robbery, and " high
misdemeanors." Such was
the prejudice against the
Hudson Bay Company and Y4
the regard for the home
corporation that all were
acquitted, and suits for
very heavy damages were
lodged against him.

Selkirk sought to treat
with the Indians for his
land, wlhich they said be-
longed to the Chippeways
and the Crees. Five chiefs
were found whose right
to treat was acknowledged
by all. On July 18, 1817, A

they deeded the territory
to the king, "for the
benefit of Lord Selkirk," giving him a
strip two miles wide on either side of
the Red River from Lake Winnipeg to
Red Lake, north of the United States
boundary, and along thie Assiniboin
from Fort Garry to the Muskrat River,
as well as within two circles of six miles
radius around Fort Garry and Pembina,
now in Dakota. Indians do not know
what miles are; they measure distance
by the movement of the sun while on a
journey. They determined two miles
in this case to be "as far as you can
see daylight under a horse's belly on
the level prairie." On account of Sel-
kirk's liberality they dubbed him 'the
silver chief." He agreed to give them
for the land 200 pounds of tobacco a year.
He named his settlement Kildonan, after
that place in Helmsdale, Sutherland-
shire, Scotland. He died in 1821, and in
1836 the Hudson Bay Company bought
the land back from his heirs for £84,000.
The Swiss and Germans of his regiment
remained, and many retired servants of
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1UDSON BAY MAN (QUARTER-BREED).

the company bought and settled there,
forming the aristocracy of the place-a
queer aristocracy to our minds, for many
of the women were Indian squaws, and
the children were " breeds."

Through the perseverance and tact of
the Right Hon. Edward Ellice, to whom
the government had appealed, all differ-
ences between the two great fur-trading
companies were adjusted, and in 1821 a
coalition was formed. At Ellice's sug-
gestion the giant combination then got
from Parliament exclusive privileges be-
yond the waters that flow into Hudson
Bay, over the Rocky Mountains and to
the Pacific, for a term of twenty years.
These extra privileges were surrendered
in 1838, anad were renewed for twenty
years longer. Then, in 1858, it happen-
ed that they expired, and the rush for
gold occurred in New Caledonia (now
British Columbia). That territory then
became a crown colony, and it and Van-
couver Island, which had taken on a co-
lonial character at the time of the Cali-
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