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the provision for the separate control of Catholie and Protestant schools.
This dual character illustrates both the religions and national influences
under-which the astem has gradually developed. During the French
régime1 (1615-17,) education was left to. the religions orders that had
come out to Ne France for the purpose of carrying on rjissionary work
among the In ns. Of the five principal orders that establishedlthem-
selves in the province three were devoted to the education of boys; the
other two were concerned solely with the edunation of girls. The sepa-
ration of the sexes in elementary grades, which is still characteristic of
the Roman Catholic schools, is thus seen to be a natural result of their
origin. The religious. orders were supported in their work by grants
of land from the French kings, by private benefactio, and by the
contributions of. the church.

After the capture of Quebec .(1629) the religions orders experienced
some difficulty in continuing their work. 'Two of the orders, the Recol-
lects and the Jesuits,-were indeed terp6Yfrarily obliged to withdraw.
The Recollects did not return until 1670, but the Jesuits returned in
1632, immediately after the restoration ofthe country to the French.

They resumed their educational work with great vigor, and established
schools which rapidly developed, and which have had powerful influ-
ence in shaping the history of the province.

Among existing institutioils.which are traceable to the efforts of these
religions orders are Laval University, the outgrowth of the "Petit
Séminaire de Quebec," founded by Bishop Laval, in 1668, and the

Ursuline Convent, founded in 1639, the first girls' school in Canada.
The conqest by .the English in 1760 prepared the way for many new

agencies, and between that date and the date of the union of Upper
and Lowér Canada (1841) the nuaber of schools was greatly multiplied.

The Christian .Brothers began their efforts in 1837 as teachers of
elementary schools. Here, as elsewhere, their work took deep hold of
the community, and it forms to-day one of the most.important features
of Roman Catholie elemer)try edacation in the Province. The Protes-
tant churches and Protestant societies were also very active in estab-
lishfng schools; and the gerns of a public-school system were inplanted
by settlers from the New England States, who established themselves
in townships. "During the first year of their life in Canada the chil-
drenof near neighbors were gathered in one of the dweling houses, and
taught by one of the older and better instructed of their sons and
danghters. Very soon log schoolhouses were erected in many of the
townships by the voluiutary efforts of the settlers, and in tliese-the

cidewere regularly taught. 'The. cost of. ereeting schoolhouse
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