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it would have been very singular if we
meglected to notice so very significant &
remark as- this made by the witness on
whose _testimony it placed so much de-
pendence: i . LHi
We can assure Mr. Robins that we
have no desire to pry into his privata
affairs or to comment upon the position
he occupies, but he must see that -when-
ever he gave an opinion intended for
publication on the matter in dispute be-
tween his neighbor and his workmen
that opinion became public property, and
every journalist -was within the line of
his.duty when he questioned his compet-
ency as & witness and enquired into his
motive for giving public testimony on
what ‘most people would think was to a
man in_his position a very delicate sub-

jook. :

B

BEAVY TAXATION.

1t is a matter ‘of wonder to many how
the people of Germany manage to keep
up the immense military establishmeuts
which their Government compels them to
support. The Germans as a nation are
by no means rich, and it must be difficult
for them to/maintain such a host. of men
in idleness and to supply them with the
necessary equipment, much ‘of which is
exceedingly expensive. The pay of the
German soldier is, in the. first place, very

- small, and the officers receive what Eng-
lishmen regard as a pittance. .- But, not-
withstanding the smallness of the soldiers
pay; it takes an immense sum to keep up
the army. Thissum is raised by taxa-
sion. Everything in Germany is taxed,
not for the purpose of protecting and fos-
tering native industries, as in the United
States and Canada, but in order to raise
a revenue. Of course there is a great
deal of what is called incidental -protec-
tion; but the protective taxes pure .and
simple are very few ideed. The ' cor-
respondent of the New York Tribune
gives the following yivid account of taxa-
tion in Germany :

¢ On waking in the mering the Ger-
man artisan drinks a cup of coffee on
which the imperial treasury has levied a
duty of 20 pfennige, or about five cents a
pound.  The sugar with which he sweet-
ens it has been taxed at 10 pfennige a
pound, and the bread at three pfennige.
On leaving home for work_ his'. wife "pro-
vides him with a crust of bread(on which
the duty is three pfennige a pound)
spreads it with a layer of lard (duty of
three pfennige a pound), and sprinkles it
with salt (duty six pfennige a pound.)
During the course ¢f his morning's work
the man will probably take a small glass
of brandy (daty 26 pfennige per duart).
At noon he will return home to dine with
his fawmily off & soup made of flour (duty
five pfennige per pound), with a slice of
bacon (duty 10 pfennige a pound) ér a piece
of beef (duty 10 pfennige per poundg). or,
perhaps, a herring (duty 1 pfennige a
piece). In the evening, after his work is
over, he will probably refresh himself
with a glasa of beer (duty 1 pfennige per
uart), accompanied by a piece of cheese

?d\ly, 10 pfennige per- pound),” a little

butter(duty 10 pfennige per pouad), and

a slice of bread (duty 3 i{onmge a pound)

Afterward, by light of his lamp. - on the

oil of which a duty of 6 pfeunige a quart

_has been paid, he will smoke his pipeful

of tobacgy, taxed at the rate of 20 pfen-
nige pér-pound, and will then retire to
sleep, which is apparently the only thin
that the imperial government has omit

to tax.”

It will be! seen from this that if the
Germans are a greatmilitary nation every
man among them has to pay heavily for
its greatness.. There are many among
them who are asking themselvesand
each other if military supremacy in
Europe is worth the price they are paying
for it. The reply has hitherto been
that the maintenance of an immense
army and a furmidable navy has been
negessary to preserve “he natiopal exist-
ence, that if Germauy was nob always

forces other nations
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great or small, The Dunsmuirsdeolined
to

nothin thi e

and rejecting proposals are what busi-
ness men are continually  doing and
newspapers do  not obtrude their
advice on the contracting or negoti-
ating parties. . The Wellington 'mine
was open to the men to work in after the
negotiations were over. Giving the men a
chance to gv to work on the old terms
was an' act that affected the miners and
employees alone. It was not'in any sense
a public act. - The men refused ‘to avail
themselves of the opportunity and de-
clined to work on any terms except those.
chat they had proposed and the firm had
rejected. This was not a public proceeding.
The dispute and all connected with it was
from the beginning private. Both parties
were doing what in their opinion was best
for their own. private interests: So far
there was no harm done. . Both the min-
ors and the mine owners-had done what
every one allows that they had a right to
do.

The Dunsmuirs re-opened their mines
to those whe were willing te work on the
old terms. This was a private act.. It
was one which the firm had a right to do,
and no one could without breaking the
law compel them to close their mine:or
annoy or intimidate or in any. way-injure
their employes.  The striking miners
assembled at.the mines in order to
¢ ghame” the employes of the Dunsmuir
firm into leaving off work. They, it is
alleged, did acts and uttered words cal-
culated to annoy the Dunsmuir workmen,
and to put them in bodily fear. These
proceedings, if they wete illegal, were ina
sense public, but they were mnot pro-
ceedings of Dunsmuir & Soms. They
were done and performed by persons who
were net friendly to the mine-owners and
to their detriment. It was the duty of
the public, or the authorities represent-
ing the publie, to protect the Dunsmuirs
in the exercise of their lawful rights. This
was dope. What part the firm took, if
they took any patt, in obtaining that pro-
tection we have not: heard ; but, what-
ever it was, it was no more a public ‘act
than that of any other citizen who puts
the law in operation for the protection of
his person and property. We see by
the Nanaimo Free Press that one of the
men who was subjected to annoyance has
preferred charges against some of the
strikers who had assembled -at or near
the mine. This was nut the act of the
Dunsmuirs, and it is not what is general-
ly regarded as a public act.

‘We see, then, that throughout this dis-
pute the Messrs. Dunsmuir have acted as
private eitizens engaged in the transac-
tion of their private business. They have
not done any publi'c act, and if offences
have been committed agains: them . and
the men whom they empley, it was
against their earnest” desire, and ‘it is
surely the extreme of unreason and in-

vate conceras, whether they are |o

a8 _represen )
: eir fellows, it' may be for spe-
cial party views in politics, but not with-
out general claims to. coufidence; in'the
main, apart from politics. Such is the
average member of parliament.”
" There are nine labor members in Par-
liament. Mr. Mather would have these
‘collectively select an equal number repre-
senting capital. Those of them who
would accept the invitation he would
have elected by the labor members
until the Council was formed. It would,
‘then, be composed of nine members re:
presenting labor and nine representing
the employing class. The Council would
appoint.its. own chairman. Ttistobes
voluntary org tion, and its functi
will be advisory unless called upon spe-
cially to act in a judicial capacity. The
Council must, of course, obtain recogni-
tion from all trades unions and employ-
er’s associations before it could act..

We are very much afraid that such a
Council would beé an impossibility in this
country. There are, in the first place,
very few special - representatives of lalur
in the Dominion Parliament, and ‘it
would be difficult, we fear, to find many
such members as Mr. Mather describes
representing any class. “In giving advice
the members of a Canadian = Council
would, we fear, be continually consider-
ing whether their constituents would ap-
prove of the counsel they offered. Votes,
in this. Dominion, are . very power-
ful indeed, and it is melancholy to see
the extraordinary things that men will
do to get them and to keep them. It
may be that the average member of the
Imperial Parliament is. above such influ-
ences, and that the popularity or unpopu-
larity of the advice which he might con-
gider it his duty to give would not be re-
garded by him as worthy a second
thought.  However. that -may be, we
gather from the article on the letter in
the Guardian that Mr. Mather’s scheme
is not likely to work well. The editor,
however, while he poiuts out what he
considers the defects of the scheme, gives
its uuthor every credit for good will and
good iutentions. There are many sen-
sible and inany feeling things said in
both the letter and the article on the
labor question and the importance " it has
assumed. The concluding sentences-of
the article are so true, so eloguent and
s0 applicable to the labor question here,
as well as in England, that we cannot re-
frain from quoting them. *‘We are not,”
says the Guardian, **dealing with childish
quarrels or wih personal resentments
and affronts, but -with the.vital issues of
existénce and livelihood. = The' one great
thing to be desired is that employers and

justice to hold them responsibl

The Messrs. Dunsmuir have refused
to allow members of a private organiza:
tion to have a share in the conduct of

workpeople should stand towards each
other in close and confidential relations;
that the moment any dispute is foreseen

their business. This is the head and
frout of ther offending.  This refusal has
been treated as a crime by the Times and
others, and the men who have exercised
nothing but their Jawful rights in a law-
ful way are treated with insalt and con-
tumely and made to suffer serious loss.
Is this fair? and is the Times doing
right in joining in the outery against this
firm whese action has . been private
throughout and well within their uni-
versally recognized rights?
e

iy d LABOR TRIBUNAL.

" Mr. William Mather, member of the |

see the suffering and loss to |

P

they should meet
the matter over, and that the idea of ‘&
strike or a lock-out should be eschewed
asa common cilamity. It may be pos-
sible some day to carry our trade orgen-
ization & step further, and provide a
mode of friendly arbitration, which both
sides shall accept as final.”

SAUL AMONG THE PROPHETS.

Wonders will neverceaso. The '.l‘lmas,
which never loses an opportunity to tra-
duce and misrepresent: those ‘who have
incurred  its eumity; and which is not

| himi

gether and fairly talk:

allowing his little bit of a wife to pummel
+ Tt amooses she,” said the good
natured fellow, *“and it don’t hurt 1"
THE GENERAL ELECTION.

‘The Opposition newspapers in the East
‘are much . exercised -about . the runors
that have been’ raised 'respecting’ the
general election. .. A French newspaper
undertook to predict that the contest
 wonld come on in October or Novembe .

ome to it so full of hope. Weare

thiat the people of Oklahoma terri-
ory are preparing to appeal to Com-
gress for relief from the famine
The country has not produved sufficient
food to keep the settlers from starvation.
Settlers have been in the district for

them did not bring into the territory
enough to support them for even one
year. This year’s crop came to nothing
on account of the drought that,prevailed.

It had no groilhnfo)‘for its prediction, bpt
ita rash guess has heem! taken for gospel
By seine of the nbwapapers, the “Toronto
Mail among othegs. ' This paper, -on-.no
firmer * foundation  than the ~audacious
French journalist’s surmise, constructs a
theory according to which the elections
may come off  almost immediately.
Nothing can be more shadowy ' than this
structure, the materials of which have
been created by some ingenious journal-
ist’s imagination, 'yet unsubstantial as it
is it has supplied’ suggestions and con-
jectures for any number of telegrams and
able’editorials. The opinion was that
the general election will nof take place

ntil after the census has been taken in
1891.  When the population of the dif-
ferent provinces is known ‘there will be a
redistribution’of - seats. . But it is quite
comapetent for the Government to dis-
solve Parlisment previous to the taking
of the e’enaus,'ifi the welfare of the coun-
try requires such a measure. This  the
guessers say is what is going to be done,
not that the interests of the Dominion
reqiire a new election, but, as they inter-
pret the signs of the times, the present
moment is & favorable one for the party
in power to appeal to the country. Those
signs are as imaginary as the rest of the
data on which: the theorists’ calculations
are based. The short and ' the
long  of the matter is, the Op-
position  have not the most “remote
idea of what theintentions of the govern-
ment are, but wishing to stimulate the
geal of their party ‘they have raised the
election report, for that purp se. The
last sentences of, the Mail’s article show
clearly why the predictions have been
made. They are these:

+¢ The situation calls for action on the
part of the Old” Liberals and the Equal-
Righters. Neither party gives encourage-
ment to the principles of these advocates
of fair play. Both can, therefore, unite
$o uphold the hand of Mr. McCarthy,
who as we are now assured on the authori-
ty of an opponent ‘‘ has no Tory purpose
to serve.”

This is a fitting end for an editorial
composed of rumor and conjectures and
baseless hypotheses. An alliance. of Old
Liberals and Equal Rights men toeup-
port Mr. Dalton ‘McCarthy is as unlikely
& combination;as the most hair-brained
‘enthusiast ever imagined.. It & get
election does not take place until men so
 diverse in their views and their principles
unite 'to oppoke Sir John McDonald’s
government, it'is safe to calculate that
the present parliament will live out its
days in peace and security and die at lust
of sheer old age.

The changes to be made in the repre-
sentation of the different proviaces of the
Dominion after the decennial  census are
provided for by the constitu'ion of the
Dominion. The province of Quebec has
‘been taken as the basis of representation.

| She is to have sixty-five members in the

House of Cominons, no matter what her
population may be. The- eensus: being
taken, sub-section 2 of section'51 of the
British North Amencs Act provides tha :
% There shall be assigned to each of the
other provinees such:a number of mem-
the number of its ;

h sixty: ﬁ;;

bers as will bear the same ion tof

The vegetatipn of the whole country is
burned up.  There is not enough on the
land to keep even the cattle and horses
alive. ' The poor people have come to the
ond 'of their resources. 'They have noth-
ing to live on, and’ they have no money
1o take them out of the famine-stricken
country. Whole families, it is said, are
on the verge of starvation. ' Nothing re-
mains for them but-to appeal to the char-
ity of their fellow-citizens and to the
bounty of Congress. This is the miser-
able condition to which thousands who
left comfortable homes in the eas’ to live
in ease and luzury in the much advertised
and greatly praised territory of Oklahoma
are reduced. 3 2

A CANADIAN PUBLICIST’'S OPIN-
ION.

The Hon. David Mills, in a speech
which he'delivered ‘at Dresden, Ont., on
the first day of the present month, dis-
cussed the Behring’s Sea question with
great force and  clearness. Mr. Mills is
a painstaking student, and is perhaps as
good an authority on questions in any
way connected with the history of the
Dominion as is to be found in Canada.
Like every capable man, who has not a
purpose to serve by misstating the case
and making false. deductions from the
premises, he comes to conclusions favor-
able to the contention of British diplo-
matists. He shows that there is no valid
reason for deciding that the northern end
of ‘the Pacific Ocean is a closed sea. This
is Mr. Mills’ statement of the case:

¢ Let me invite your attention to the
history of the question. The shores of
Alaska were discovered by Capt. Behring
in 1741. He was a Dane, but sailed in
gervice of the Czar. Russian navigators
from time to time carried on the explora-
tory surveys, but more than forty years
elapsed before they had properly defined
and mapped these coasts. In 1799 the
country was placed by the Czar under the
control of a fur company in iwitation of
the Northwest Fur Company of Can-
ada. In the meantime English and
American traders and fishermen had
visited these shores. The better to pro-
tect. the Russian cowmpany from these
rivals, the Czar in 1821 issued aukase,
in which he claimed the sovereignty of
the porthwest cuast of ‘this continent
from Behiing's Strats to th: blst degree
of ‘north latitude and s0- much of the
Pacific Ocean as lay north of a line
drawn from. the B1st degree on the
American continent to the 4bth degrec on

s pearly 1,000 miles wider than the
Atlantic - is ~ between New  ¥ork
and Spain. ' He also. laid ° claim
to  the Aleutian and Kurile isl

and destitution that have been developed

nearly two years without being able to
raise anything to live on. ~Numbers of

the-Asiatic-side. “Phe ocearr on this line |*

ess to support it than

United States to exclusive
jurisdiction over a large part of the Paci-
fic Ocean. The best thing that the
Americaus can do is to give up the at-
tempt to support their demand by argu-
ment and to say boldly, ‘‘We want to
haye this part of the ocean for our own.

We are strong enough to make it ‘part of i
the territory of the United States, and|.

we are bound to do so; consequently

‘there isno use in having any more  pal-

aver about it.”” This would be the
guage of a highwayman or &

there would ‘be no sophistry about it. | Ang
Every oneg could understand exactly what ¥

it meant. - And it would really amo

to nothing more  than ‘hidden 1

the mountain of words of which the

American state papers  on_ the question

are compased. . bR
AT AL e

MR. DECOSMOS’ OFFER RE, PUBLIC

MARKET.

To tue Eprror :—In your report of
the proceedings, last evening, of the
City Council, you siwply make an ex-
tract from that portion of my letter of
the 7th instant in reply to one from the
city clerk, relating to the sale of ‘‘ the
old Methodist charch property.”

1 therefore beg leave to ask that the
remainder of my letter be published, so
that the public may know what rental T
asked for the premises, and when I would
state the terms as to what I would oper-
ate a. public market: for; if the. special
Lcommittee would first inform’' me what
class of public market they would accept.
The remainder is as follows :

¢4 Tam willing to lease the whole
premises for five or ten years, or longer,
at the rate of $5,000 per year, net in all
respects—the reut payable quarterly.

“b. With respect to operating the
market, I beg leave to say that if the
special committee will inform me what
kind of & public market they would ac-
cept (and the Corporation having some
time ago framed and submitted a market
by-law to the taxpayers for their assent,
they are, no doubt, better able than my-
self to define the class of public market
that is desirable in therr opinion), I will en-
deavor to give them an early answer as
to the terms on which I would operate it.”

; A. DrCosmos.
SR s A Sk

MR. ROBINS REPLIES.

L

To taE EpITOR :—In your issue of this
morning, in an article on the labor ques-
tion, under the head of * Expert Testi-
mony,” you express an admirable state-
ment as to the limits within which
journalism should - confine itself. You
further sasy ‘‘there are people in the
country who might take exception to the
competency of a newspaper to judge:in
such a matter;” therefore, with the
voice of your own warning in your ear,
you proceed to pass judgmentaccordingly.
1 do not complain of- this small lapse
from editorial consistency, which is a
refreshing relief fromn the dull level of
journalistic infallibility, nor do 1 desire
to demur to your calhing in question my
fitness to hold, or give an opinion on the
labor movement now agitating the pen
of many edito.s of newspapers here and
elsewhere.
For nearly thirty years, with no
political obj to serve, and not taking
up the. question to aid a friend, I have
followed the progress of the movement
with i interest: ~ Sometimes

aud prohibited all natious. from navigat-
ing or fishing in: the -islands, ports and
gulfs within  the -above  limits, nor were
they to come within 100 miles of any of
the Russian establishments on pain  of
contiscating - their: cargo. - Russia
her claim to this part of North America
on first discovery, first occapation and a
peaceable and uncontested pussession ex-
tending over half a century. John Quincy
Adams was then secretary of state for the
United States. . He- denied that Raussia
had acquired any  right south of the 55th
degree of porth latitude, and he ridiculed
the pretension to the szovereignty of &
sea which upon-its southern - margin was
ujore than 4 miles -wide. - The con-
tention: of Mr.' Adams on this point is
clear and exp! He says the sugges-
tion that the Russian n

Horthorn Paci
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based | and bloodshed ~ He must be dull, indeed,
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d your article
of the 12th on the B, 0. University have
been seen by the alumni of St. Augustine
College and honorably distinguished i
every dependency of the British empire
and nuo “them bishops,
and other digni-

5 it would be news

and if it did not ** take
it would be because

tbe ‘‘hoodwinked " be-

“you. Till one has read

"wlu understood that

as simply a non-graduate.
does the definition E’apply to
of a college like St.

ry, which is the mis-
bynglarid t‘l‘ par excel-

ur royal charter June

: 1848, the Archbishop of
‘Oanterbury, ‘a8 visitor, it is modelled
‘_‘ﬂf" ‘the universities, having warden,

. den, fellow, exhibitions, and has
lately been affiliated with the Unive y
of Durham.

_The students are admitted first as proba-
tioners.  Then they matriculate, and
have a three years couftse of graduation,
at the end of which, if approved, they
receive the distinctive hood of the col-
lege, which. was obtained not through
convocation, but by the special act and
grant of the Archbishop of Canterbury.
the visitor of the college. After tho com-
pletion of their course, the students then
go up for the Voluntary Theologicai ex-
amination at the University, and if they
wish to be on the list of the Society for
the Propagation of the Gospel, they have
to undergo a very stiff examination by
five eminent clergy of < the metropolis.
Except that the college has not-as yo: re-
quested the power of conferring dcurees
its curriculura  is such that its students
have = always succeeded abroad in
passing their further examipation for
Deacon and Priests’ Orders with great
eclat, and their proper subscription is 4
Graduate of St. Augustine’s College.’
Whether they can compare and hold
their own with the men of “gaudy
hoods,” or their perfectly trained seven
years Presbyteriav brethren of the minis-
try, the public mus’ judge. One thin
only is here demanded. Are they
graduates ? So are we, though that bu
of the university of B.C.

ArMa MATER.
R gl
A GUOD SEAL CATCH.

The Vietoria Schooners Reported to iave
Secured 20,000 Seal Skins—No-Attenpt
Made to Seize British Vessels.

Sax Fraxcisco, Aug. 14.—Captuin
kine, of the steamer St. Paul, which arrive
yesterday from Ounalaska, says Victoris
schooners this year have secured 20,
sealskins. In consequence the North et
can company, which leases the seal rooker
jes from the government, finds its take tix
year reduced to 20,000 skins. * It is m

a matter of a few years,” said Captain
kine, ** when seals will become extinct.
was reported at Ounalaska that there

55 Rrit sh vessels at Sand Point on the w4
to Bebring’s Sen. So far not a siugic «
tempt has been made to seize any conl't
band vessels. The Bear is now in the ire
tic Ocean and the Rush at the Pribjlo. i*
lTonds.

AL AR L
REVELSTOKE CAMP.

Formation of o Miners® Association—3
tral Organization Contemplated.

An assosiation has recently beer for
called ** The Miners’ Association of B
Columbia—Revelstoke camp.” Its o
aecording to the constitution, is  the

of miners and all interested directly in
ing operations, for the purpose of pr

ing and encouraging the mining intere
British Columbia, aud to advise lwilh
governing powers regarding all egislatif
;iefecﬁnggthe same.” g'.i‘he officers who have

midst of strife, embittered by v

who learns no lessons at such times.

Ten years ago we had a prolonged
strike at thesc mines, then under the
management of Mr. Bryden, who held
the pusition under .y company now
filled by Mr. Wm. McGregor. We had
strikes before and after, all hed with

en I are: President, Dr. CamP
bell ; vice-president, W. A. Jowett :
tary, T. L. Haig; treasurer, J. w. Val:
exécutive committee, Messrs. James ¢
Kellie, Wm. McKenzie, W. M. Brown. [:
Roeser, E. Goodwin, W. Taylor and J. I
Hume. ;
The address of the Esecutive com!
sets forth that the government and the

he keenest. anxiety by the directors aud

propri¢tors in Londen. These expe- in

riences have not been-thrown away, and

the lessons then learut we have been |
since endeavoring to utilize. Seven years |}

ago, when 1 first arrived here, I found
our people in the midst of a. chronic la-

tatives of the people do not sufficich”
(7 understand the requirements of the Wi
t! on whicl t in order 10
* efficiently protect themselves ugain
ressive legislation; to secure-their fr
pering restrictions in the rai:

. 1t did not Iast long, and we |
N0 serio «till&nie since the
six months

have
ines of the com-

might and would have been

jmperative that all interested in miniog !
the province should combine for the purp st
‘of effecting & united organization. The
annnal meeting of the association will be
held at Revelstoke on thesecond Monday ‘

— ————————
k A Cure for Tosthache.

‘Gibbons” Toothloh:lGum is gn:l‘.i&EwCJd ;\0
oAb i § T A
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