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Monte Carlo Casino Biggest, Boldest Monopoly in World
Pays Cost of Running Entire Little Country of Monaco

Rumor That Big Winner of

Season s a Canadian—Best
of Brains Cannot Invent
System to Beat Bank—
Dress at Casino Not Extra-

ordinary, But Jewels Are
Amazing.

By LACEY AMY

HE Monte Carlo Casino is not Monaco offi-
T cially. Except that in theory it must submit

to Mopagasque laws, it is official in no senss2
In reality it is as much a company as the Staua-
dard Oil, with a directorate and shareholders, a
profit and loss sccount t ce each year. But
the poor, down-trodden Standard OQil is amenabhie
to the laws of a great c try that does not
exist for its convenience, that is not dependent
upon it for its existence financially; it is sub-
Ject to the laws of a score of countries in wh
1t operates.

The Casino pays a huge license fee to the
coffers of Monaco, a fee that provides for the
thirty-two soldiers and the hundred or two fun
tionaries; for the prince and his entourage; for
the prince's yacht that lies, like a decoy ducs
in the harbor with cold engines; for the
concerts and dances on the quay, given
the townspeople in the name of the prince.
takes the place of tariff for revenue, of income
tax, of all taxes and rates—except what we visit-
ors pay, of charity.

It is the modern fairy godmother acting
nationally.

And for this it is granted an authority
makes one apprcach it with uncovered head,
softens voices even in the thick of the frequ
arguments that arise in the gambling rooms,
that enables it to charge us for the opportunity
of taking our money. It admits whom it like
takes away an entrance ticket without explana-
tion or return of price, and settles disturbances
with the high hand of a medieval king from
whom there is no appeal.

Its international directorate ensures for
the deaf ear of the nations. And France, I am
informed, permits no other roulette tables within
its jurisdiction. Nothing must compete with t}
Monte Carlo Casino.

That’s the Casino, the biggest monopoly in
the world, ti most autocratic institution 1n
modern life

But does its autocratic authority frighten
away any of the hundreds of thousands who
patronizz it in a year? Not what you'd noti
Last month the tips were greater than ever
fore in its history. Last t I struggled
vain for half an hour to get a seat at a table,
and scores were throwing on their mise from
second back in the crowding rows. A woman
sitting at the end stole three winnings,
own knowledge, yet she got away with it

the protests of the English losers

Casino is Everything

HE Casino is much more than its

tables. It pays Monaco’s bills, as
said. But, more than that, it is the drawing card
that makes Monaco’s business possible. Witn-
out the Casino Monte Carlo would be a small
town struggling for the recognition of the winte:
visitor, with only it 'y and climate to
offer; and Monaco ng 20 have sunk
into France and sappeared as an identity.

The Casino owns the Hotel de Paris and tne
Cafe de Paris, the two crowded tourist resorts
that, with the Casino, circle one end of the
famous gardens. It has laid out a few acres in
gardens that have no rival — acres of variz4
palms, of flower beds, and ponds and
paths. It 1is responsible for the even more
famous terraces, for the pigeon shooting ground
that is almost as well known

It owns the only two cinemas in Monte Carlo
proper. ithin the Casino building it runs a
theatre where 1d opepra and concerts are
given almost eve day ot the season, to which
it brings all but the most expensive art

ists. It

has tea rooms and bars and ball rooms. It main-
tains 1ts own orchestra and chorus, its own re
ing and 1ting rooms, its own ponlize a
menn

Within its halls all local announcements are
posted, the teleg news of the day, the
current rat 3

tations, tl

stock exchange quo-
t ns and motors, the
he condition of golf at

cards for al
Mont _»\,Zx‘l.
is Monte t is Monaco. It is, to
a great extent, the Riviera. It is the world’s
gambling resort In the winter season two-
thirds of its patrons speak English better than
French ny do not even know the numbers
in French. Yet, strangely enough, there doss
not seem to be an employe in its pay who speaks
fluent English. n the offices where the tick
are sold by a

1all army of clerks an English-
man is referred to a clerk whose mastery of
English inadequate for more than the barest
informatior Tl nspectors in the rooms who
are nominally for the service of English speaking
players understand only enough to take the side
of the French in a dispute. And the croupiers
and chefs who handle the tables are forbidden
to speak in any language but French, and are
unable for the most part even to grasp English
numbers.

I'he staff of the Casino is colossal. There are
in the winter season six hundred croupiers alone,

in additio ‘neis, 1nspectors, servants, detec-
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THE WORLDS LARGEST GAMBLING HOUSE - THE

office staff, police, foremen, orchestra,

gardeners, and so on. The expense of

organization must be enormous. Its head

man was recently discovered to have robbed it

of millions of franes. Yet it keeps on declaring
old dividends.

That’s how much of a chance the gambler
of beating it.

World’s Only Sure Winner
HE cost of administration is not really so
great as it might appear The croupiers
a wage that is made adequate only
the cagnotte, or tips from the players.
And even the half of all this is taken by the
company Once the tips went directly to tus

croupiers, but it led to abuse, and now the con-

pany provides a locked box, held by the chef of,

the table, and of its contents the croupiers re-
ceive only half.

How much this is may be estimated from
the fact that the tips exceed the croupiers’
wages—which means that the croupiers do not
cost the Casino a penny.

The Casino is the only sure thing in
except death. It is the only stock company
can laugh at the world’s cares and worries.
it failed to pay dividends there are
‘resh schemes for taking them from the public.
And like lambs we who visit the Casino would
pay—pay—pay.

There are many things for which to admire
the Casino and its administration, apart from
the entertainment it provides. It has a rule
that citizens of Monte Carlo, making their living
in the town, may not be admitted. That may be
conscience or expediency—but it is hard on the
intelligence of the eager visitor. Monte Carloites
who w to gamble must indulge themselves at
the Beausoleil Casino.

verrvthing within the rooms is thrown

touches one’s funny-bone.

or eagerness on the

part of Lo secure early seats at the

tables to bolt from table to table in the scattered

game nlayed by some is frowned on by frock-
coated inspectors.

The 11 of securing seats when the doors
are opened at ten in the morning is broken by
indignant, solemn, soft-voiced inspectors with
the air of guarding the sanctity of a cathedral.
And when an argument arises over the ownership
of bets, the inspectors drop about the scene the
pall of their dignity and, as a last resort, hustle
the disputants into side rooms and close the
door. What happens there I do not know.

A third virtue is that it has never refused to
pay an uncontested loss. I say “uncontested,”
since there are constant misunderstandings crop-
ping up between the players and the croupiers,
though 1 acquit the croupiers, at least, of in-
tentional dishonesty. The same cannot be said
of the attendants at the paying-out counters
whose reputation of calculated dishonesty is too
well founded to be questioned.

Many Tips to Give

l'l‘ would appear only reasonable that the Casino

which sooner or later wins our money, should
offer attractions to draw us to the tables. It does
nothing of the kind. The little blue ticket that
lets me through the carefully guarded door to
the private rooms cost me two hundred and fifty
francs for the season. For a month I would have
paid seventy-five. The same amount would ad-

me for the season to the general rooms,

rty francs for one meonth, three francs for a
day.

When I enter the lobbies I must pass across
my hat and coat, and fifty centimes with it.
When I make a winning at a table I probably
drop something in the cagnotte box, though I
may be deeply in loss already to the Casino that
takes half of these tips. Attendants hang about
to pull out my chair for a tip, or open the wash-
room door, or do one of the hundred and one
little things one prefers to do for himself.

Entrance to the Sporting Club, the innermost
sanctuary, costs another fee, ‘he qualifications
for entrance here being membership in a re-
putable club, a banking account that can smile
at high stakes, and the daring and physique to
stand an all-night seance.

For all this it offers, in addition to the lure
of the tables, an over-ornate building outside,
oppressively fussy rooms within, where marble
and granite, gilt and crystal, fight to crush the
breath from the player, with Brobdingnagian
paintings*on the walls of the private rooms that
could not be called art by the most biased friend.
It maintains a temperature that wilts collars
and trickles perspiration down every other face
in the rooms, and a ventilation that makes one
gasp.

MONTE CARLO

There ar hose who insist that the temper-
ature and bad
fere with clear thought, but the reason given of-
ficially is that the whole world n be catered

are Caxino schemes to inter-

to. The Casino knows well that a player will
suffocate, but never freeze.

The general room is an enormous hal!l con-
taining e t roulette and two trente et quarante
tables, with two side rooms 1sed in summer as

private room providing five more tables
roulette. In salons prives beyond, com-
s1lng four rooms, are si t for roulette
three for tren
carat

Roulette is by far the most popular game
easily understood e plays are quicker, ¢
possible wins greater since an en plein wir
thirty-five times the aise.

Roulette probably requires little
here ; P 7 i it consists

within a sloping
divided into
from 0 to 36, each a
1 the exception of the zero, being
Drawn on the tabie a
rectangular
in succe

previ

Methods of Play

ay even chances—the red or

v&"r'»‘cn or
teen—on an; he three dozens, on

columns, on a single number, or on two, three,

four r six, a different amount being paid for

he winning of each, winn number deter-

mined by the falling of 1

croupier. about tt

of the wheel.

In any play > advantage is distinct
the bank. Though I rre thirty-seven num-
bers—tt vins only thirty-

five times nise on a si number, seven-

leen times on two numbers joined by the mise,

eleven times on three. eight times on four. five
on six, and double on the dozens and columns. On
the even chances one’s bet, or mise wins only
its own amount. When zero falls, the
rakes in everything, but the bets on zero itself,
with the exception that the simple chance bets
are put in prison and only released if the next
turn favors the bet, i hich case nothing extra
is paid.

Trente et quarante is played with cards and
a marked table. A croupier or tailleur drops the
cards in two rows, each to add above thirty, and
the bets e paid according to the color that
nearest approaches thirty. Some players will
touch no other game, but the tables are com-
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Tip Every Step You Take in Paris
Gentle Art of Bleeding Foreigners

An Experience in Going to the Theatre—Dancing Partners If You Pav When You
are Accompanied by Elderly Man

By NORAH ELLIOTT
PARIS, FRANCE
UEL Melheur! The end of the month—
our allowance but a shadow of its former
self—and it is raining. We must taka
a taxi. So having hailed on“n we hop.

Arrived at the theatre, “How much, mon-
sieur?”

“Six francs fifty, madame!”

“But why, monsieur? The register says four
francs.”

“Oh, pardon, madame, my mistake,” said he,
giving me five francs change from a twenty
franc note

“But, monsieur, you still owe me ten francs

“Oh pardon a thousand times, madame.
thought you had given me ten francs.”

On entering the theatre, we are stopped by
a man crying, “Tickets, madame,” but we have
been warned against that trick, so we pay mno
attention. Should we give them to a man just
outside the door, he would disappear immediat
ly we had entered and sell them at a cut-price.
And we would have been swindled.

e

Having passed the ticket holder, we hear a
cry, “Your umbrella, madame,” and having
checked it, another “One franc, madame, thank
you, madame

At last we are shown to our places, and are

g every
asking for the
ame, bu

ame, but t is not enougl n ime, thinl [ the ]

olution
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your exchange, madam 1, thank you, mad-
ame,” as another franc is shoved into her hand.
At last, we are s
‘A program, madame
thank you, madame
And so we
people would live
tip them
If one goes to

on
gamble be
of chance
in Paris, particular
be amused toseeap
ed and nimble footed vour
‘Would madame like

Then one will real
merely a professional
lavish fee. This charge
20 to I know not how
ment they are making s
make professors of other studies
only do they act as dancing partners, but t} v alsc that gives it further ad:
give lessons, with perhaps slight reduction for laws of the game
a series. They may have been protects itself
valets, foreign princes in distress, offi stipulating that it will not
Russian army, but provided they are sufficie tls francs on a single
attractive, they may be so much in demand that plays on, t}

their calling becomes one of the most lucrative is assured with even reasonabl

imaginable.

ting on the even chances

Canadian’s




