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TUESDAY, Aug. 19.

House met at 10 a.m. pursuant to
adjournment.

On motion of Hon. Mr. Morine and '
by unanimous consent, Bill to amend !

Revenue Act of 1905 and amendments
thereto, was put through all stages
and passed without amendment.

Bill respecting the United Towns
Electric Company Limited, was read
a first time, by consent, a second
time.

Ilon. Mr, Morine explained the ob-
ject of the Bill was to allow this Com-
pany to extend in various parts of
Placentia District and St. John's East
It did not give any exclusive rights,
but allowed the usual privilege of free
entry of material for original con-
struccion,

Hon, Mr, Ellis recalled that last
year on a similar Bill, the matter of
the charge for electricity was brought
up. Everyone knows we are charged
far in excess of what is paid else-
where. We are granting privileges
session after session, and apparently
no effort is made to reduce the price
of v

rawck MeGrath said
when this Company was first project-
ed the idea was they would come in-
to St. John’s and supply power in
competition with the Reid Company,
then in existence. Now they " have
made an arrangement whereby they
supply the City Company with a cer-
tain amount of power, there is to be
no competition and citizens are still
paying tremendous rates, at least

twice as much as in Halifax and |

Sydney, and three times as much as
Montreal and Toronto. He believed
water power rights on the Southern
Shore had been givem, but we did not
seem to be deriving any advantage.
Hon, Mr. Morine said that in any

case the Company had not made mat-!

ters any worse, but had conferred a
great blessing on the people in many
of the Outports, It was his opinion
that a Public Utilities Tribunal should
be appointed to deal with such mat-
ters as this., The whole question of
the rates to be charged in St. John’s
shounld have been provided fer when
the Bill went through. This Bill did
not have any bearing on that posi-
tion, but is a matter that will have
to be dealt with in the near future.

Hon. Mr. Ellis said he thought the
Pubmx
one, Some ye;rs ago the City Coun- |
cil had made an endeavour to ac-
quire sme water powers within and
area of 60 miles of the city. It was
their intention to try and reduce ‘the
cost  of electricity but their appli--
cation was turned down as some one

though the ~Council had expended
| _some five or. six hundred dollars in
survevins the ground

The Committee reporbad the Bill
without Amendment, and by consent
it was read a third time and passed.

Hon.. Mr. Morine moved the - first
‘reading of the Loan Bill and by _con-
sent the second reading. He stated
that it was proposed to spend - an
amount not exceeding $6,000,000_on
repairs to the Dry Dock, the improve-
ment of ‘the Railway, etc. He had
heard the criticismg in the main of
two items only, first the construction
of a plant for fuel and coal in St.
John’s.” It seemed fairly genmeral, he
said, among people who " ought to
know that the coal .plant for the
bunkering of steamers would not be
necessary. It appeared attractiye at
first but #f on examination it would
not be essential it would not
be embarked upon and care would
be taken to get expert advice on the
| matter. The money could be directed
towards the other purposes stated in
the Bill, Then the rails between
Brigus Junction and Clarenville have
been getting worse and worse and it
is proposed to lay new rails. The
sum stated for repairs was said to be
‘too low. If that proved to be the
case Mr. Morme thought that if the
money were not needed for the coal
plant it could be spent in re-railing
a longer distance. Mr. Morgan had
stated that the whole line needed to
be re-railed. The condition of the
railroad was a very important factor
in the success or otherwise of an un-

| dertaking such as the Humber.
rails very often have to bear
which are too heavy for them. The
rolling stock also is insufficient.
Quantities of wood cat some months
ago, he continued, had not yet reached
the mills, The only matter he had
heard much discussion about is the
most important in connection with
tourist traficc He sald he was an
enthusiast on this matter and that
anyone who had doubt about it
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numerous nahlng rivers thus connect-
ted and the agricultural district open-
ed up would be a beaatiful country for.
tourists. Then again he thought all
around St, John’s there wére many at-
tractions of scenery and fishing in*
ducements ‘so different from those of-
fered elsewhere, which had only to
be thrown open to invite a crowd. He
explained what had happened in Can-

‘cent years. At one time the rich man
and those/ of leisure only, could af-
ford to travel'across the border and
vigit the new and strange plages. To-
day because 80 many poue’ss “fiv-
vers” the middle and labouring class-
es are doing the same thing. The
rich man who wants a degree of se-
clusion is being driven away and is
geeking new flelds.
could be made attractive and proper
steamers and railroads provided those
seeking new sights would visit it
This proved the case in Nova Scotia.
In Yarmouth and through the Valley
of Evangeline, a large amount of
money was spent on the roads with
the result that they are now much
frequented by tourists. He felt satis-
filed that if the plams to attract the
tourist in this way were carried out
we should soon not be able to enter-
tain all who would come. Nova Scotia
with all its- beauty has nothing like
Newfoundland to offer the tourist, and
if we have a good steamer across the
Gulf and can provide a motor road of
150 miles on the West Coast, we shall
| have that steamer’s decks loaded with
motor cars of people who want to
1 see our scenery and visit our fishing
rivers and pools. And many of these
visitors will invest their money here
as they have done in Nova Scotia, and
leave vast sums in one way and an-
other with our people. With regard
to the road building Mr. Morine stat-
ed that it was the intention to have
| the whole scheme in control of a
commission and department with
probably the Government Engineer
in control. The advice of the Motor
Association would be asked and an
endeavour made to make the move-
ment a popular one. There was no
idea of having the work divided up in-
to districts and the money dribbled
away. Nor was the money only to
be spent in building new roads. The
object was, he continued, to connect
| up old roads and repair them, so that

| motorists could go over the whole |

length of the country. A number of
| people, he said, talked of the motor
roads as if they were to be construct-
ed for pleasure only, while in reality
they were to develop the country and
| afford to people the opportunity of
getting in touch with one another,
| and of raising them above the level
of local affairs. He remembered a
| 4ime, he said, when the farmer was
Hhe bitter enemy of the motor, be-
cause of the inconvenience of draw-
ing in their horses when one passed.
To-day, he added, the motorists in
Canada are the farmers. Their whole
method of living has been changed.
The farmer’s wife is happy. She is no
lomger isolated but can, by means of
good roads, keep in touch with the
outer world. This same state could
be reached here in a fishing country.
He mentioned the case of a son of a
fisherman who had a “flivver” in
which he and his wife had made a
tour through Trinity Bay.. Not only
did h® enjoy the scenery but was sur-
prised to see the various industries
carried on in that part of the coun-
try. In all places motor roads re-
spond to the call of progress. Fine
fishing ponds, he said, were to be
found near Portugal Cove and a few
thousands would make a beautiful
open road to the ponds. If we are
to have a big hotel in St. John’s and
keep people here a few days we-must
have something to attract them. The
hotels and sporting places must be
linked together. With the co-opera-
tion of the Motor Association and the
Rotary Club. & Tourist Association
could be formed and the attractions
of our country widely advertised. A
large office might be opened on Wa-
ter Street and an agent appointed to
| visit steamers, etc. He also stated
that if there were an agent in' the
United States, competent to meet the
monied men and explain what we
had to offer, we could sell our coun-
try in another sense, to the tourist.
Mr. Morine thought that this was the
first piece of comstructive policy at-

/| tempted for many years and would

largely benefit the fishermen. They
would get work on the roads, the
trafic .would increase, there would
be greater importation, for the way
to import luxuries is to import the
men who want them. Increased im-
‘portations means decreased taxation.
Fishermen may not wish to-remain
such all their lives, he added, and if

|'we could give them something more

profitable and improve ' the 'place
where they live, it would benefit him.

‘| A large sum of money had been spent

in the past to build roads in the wil-

| derness to mo end, but spent in the

proposed way it could not fail to be
for thé advancement of the Colony.’
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considered the amount of money ap-
propriated to re-railing inadequate.
The cost of the 16 tons of rails would
absorb the whole amount as the cost
of steel rails in England was about
$40.00 per ton. If for a reasonable
figure the rails could be obtained in
Sydney, he thought it would Be com-
menable.. Freight, he added, may gb
to $10.00 per ton, depending on wheth-
er the steamer got a return cargo. If
80 Ib ra.ils be used instead of the 50
1b. used at present, the sleepers
would have to be put nearer together
he said, and if the road bed were to
be improved an additional amount of !
money would have to be expended. In i
reference to the Gulf steamer Sir
Patrick asked whether it were worth
while to carry on this means of com- |
munication during the winter seuon?f
In his opinion it had not proved a}
success. He suggested doing away'
with the idea of an ice-breaking'
steamer and for the four months of'
the year when ice conditions made:
the Gulf difficult to cross the steamer !
could ply between St. John's and
Halifax, a route, which, he consider-
ed, would be a much more satisfact-
ory cre. For this purpose he thought
a second-hand steamer could be pro-
cured in England for half the a.mountI
proposed to be spent on an ice—break-,
er. He thought that with regard to
the hunker scheme the criticisms had
much to commend them but-he con-
sidered if the Government did not in-
tend to carry out the scheme it wounld
be dcbateable whether the amount of
money should be voted at all, for if
it were, there would probably be an
irresistible temptation to spend it.
Four years ago provisions had been
made in the Act for the conmstruction
of a new Long Bridge and Freight
Sheds but nothing had heen done and
the money was spent in some other
direction. As far as the Government’s
tourist policy was concerned there
was a diversity of opinion. Every-
one realized the great possibilities
which the country affords and we can
only hope that it brings the good re-
sults looked forward to. The Farm-
ers’ Government in Ontario embark-
ed on a road building policy and no
doubt it has been tremendously suc-
cessful in bringing people into the
country but some people have doubt-
ed whether the return is sufficient to
warrant the cost.

Hon., Mr, Morine stated it was the
intention of the Government to offer
a portion o the Loan locally, so that
any person who might wish,.to take
it up might do so. It was intended
also to ﬂ\oat it by tender and contract
and take the very strictest care in
considering and awarding the con-
tract,

The Bill was reported without
amendment and by consent was read
a third time and passed.

Hon. Mr. Morine in moving the
adjournment said he wished.tfo make
some comments upon remarks made
by Mr. Warren, M.H.A., for Fortune
Bay, in the Assembly yesterday, re-
lative to his speech on the second
reading of the Alcohollc Liquor Bill
He started by saying that # had been
quite unnecessary for me to refer to
alleged misconduct on the part of
previous governments as a reason for
supporting the Alcoholic Liquor Bill.
I consider, gir, that the fact that pre-
vious governments had not enforced
the Prohibition Act was one of the
strongest reasons for  its repeal;
those governments had either tried to
entor e the Act and failed, or hnd

emiss in their duties for a num-

| and to the “Cornwall” incident, with

upon the Statute Book for ten years,
without strong enforcement at any
time, and at last becomes a mockery;
a reason is presented for the repeal
of the Bill and the enactment of some
other law. . It’ seems.to. me that. the]
conduct of the Squires Government
particularly was a powerful reason

In the second place, Mr. Warren de-
for the repeal of the Prohibition Act.
fended the conduct of the government
of which he was Premier, in 1923, in
placing a duty of seventy-five cents:
per gallon upon liquor brought into,
this country for trans-shipment. He|
said that the trans-shipment itself,

‘ had been lawful, and that the imposi-|

tion of a duty was simply a methcd ot'
increasing the revenue without in-f
creasing the traffic. That was nc: half!

the truth, At first enacted the Proh'bi- |
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tion Act did not permit the import-' 3

ation of alcoholic liguors for

shipment, but in 1917, under the

i coalition government of Sir Edward

Morris, Sir William Coaker and his
«olleagues procured {he enactment of
an amerdment prov:ding that goods

hroug't into this c~untry for trans-; ¢

shipment should not bhe held to be
“‘mportations.” That was to enable

trans-shipment to such places as St. | @

Pierre, and to facilitaie St. Pierrc‘f;l
illicit trade with the United Sfl_atesll
Then for a number “©f years St.:

Pierre was making profits on a bus- ' gX

iness that in part went through this '
port, but in 1923, envious, apparently
of the prosperity of St. Pierre, and
desiring part of\ that illegitmate
trade, Mr. Warren’s Government im-
posed a tax of seventy-five cents per
gallon upon liquor. Mr. Warren’s de-
fence for doing this is the duty of
seventy-five cents per gallon simply
gave this Colony a part of the profit
that would otherwise go to St.
Pierre, and did not increase the con-
sumption of liquor. He forgot also to
say at the same time his government
secured the enactment of a measure '
making it possible for the rum traffic
to be done from this port as a base
instead of from St. Pierre. In other
words, he facilitated the operations
on the rum runners. Prior to 1923 up-
on trans-shipment a bond had to be
given for the delivery of the liquor at
a named port, and to get the bond
cancelled proof had to be presented to
the Government that the delivery at
the named port had actually taken
place so that secrecy was impossible.
To make this port a successful rival
for St. Pierre M1\ Warren’s Govern-
meént procured an amendment to the
Customs Act, by which is became un-
necessary to give a bond upon the
shipment of liquor from here, and no |
proof had to be offered at any time
that the liquor shipped ever reached
the destination named upon the ex-
port entry. In other words Mr. War- ;
ren’s Government made it possible
for liquors to. be . brought here in |

large quantities and exported for '

ports unknown. but such port swere,
in fact, in the Dominion of Canada
or in the United States of America.
Warehouses were opened in this city,
and very little care taken about their
character and a large amount of the
smuggling into consumption in. this
Colony was from these warehou.ses,
as we know.

In the next place, I notice that Mr.
Warren referred to the Flat Islanders

a pathos that I think was entirely
hypocritical. He referred to the arrest
of the offenders, to their being
prought “handcuffed” through the |
streets of St. John's, and to the loss
of their living during the fishing sea-
son. Now I wish to say that the men
brought here as the. result of the
“Cornwall” cruise would have been
tried in the ordinary way in their

‘homes - if they had not' resisted the

nu.thnt!denotbpnevethnthey

‘were brought’ hudcntod throush the :

{House or to the Government. = Who i

i ually announced beforehand. j

trans- 3
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charges against them. He ought to
have brought them to trial, and, if
possible, secured a conviction, andi
then if there had been any hardness
in any particular case, it should have
been considered in comnection with
mitigation of their sentences.
majesty of the law ought to have been !
upheld. But Mr. Warren conveniently
forgot to make any reference to an-
other fact in this connection, his .
removal of Magistrate Mifflen from
Greenspond to Twillingate, at the de-
mand of his colleagues, the members
for Bonavista Bay, the now Sir Wil-

., liam Coaker and others. Mr. Mifflen

had done his duty. He was a valued
and valuable Magistrate. He had |

:aroused the apathy of lawbreakers b_y '
'his courage. He was banished at the
demand of the lawbreakers, and Mr,

Warren consented to and carried out
the shameful removal.

Finally, Mr. Warren referred to
the appointment of Mr. Meaney as

Controller, just before the general

election of 1923, and said that it was
no more secret than my appointment
to the Government of this Colony and
to this House. Now, the offence of
secrecy about Mr. Meaney's appoint-
ment is this, that after Mr Warren
and his colleagues had made a min-
ute appointing him, they resglved that
the minute should be suppressed in .
order that the people should lmowi
nothing about it.  There was no.
secrecy about my appointment to this I

will be appointed to Governments or
to the Legislative Council is. not us-!

The Council took’ recess ‘at ~11.30°-
a.m until 3 p.m. when' it resumed
and his Excellency the Oovornor hav- .

ing arrived commanded the presence

of the Members of the Honourable
House of Assembly, who attended at
mmumnmmmuw
‘was pleased tomelttoﬂlo Bm!
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