If not taken advantage of your pu

effects. We invite those

left} those going south to turn to

Farmers' Store and you

others already convinced that we

4 SPECIALS

NUTS, 6 Ibs., 4 kinds, well assorted for
Stand. Granulated, for
RAISINS, two 15 oz. Seeded or
CANDIES, 2 Ibs. Best Xmas Mixed, for

at Right Prices.

SUGAR, 11 Ibs.

5 lbs. for

Just received Ladies One Strap Two-tone Pumps, :
Also a fine assortment of Lad- | aied trom' the strangulation within

d Childrens Felt Slippers and

black, grey and tan.
ies, Gents, Misses an

Boots.
We have a beautiful line

Hosiery, Gloves and Garters for ladies and gents.

Mothers, bring your chi

stock of TOYS :

forgot to tell you of our beautiful
China, Granite and Aluminum

Car of Feeds and Flour to arrive this week. Special
prices on same

Eggs, Butter, Poultry taken in exchange
or cash

Thank you all for past patronage, and wishing you

Oh yes! almost
Fancy Dishes,

a Merry Xmas and a N

Hartland United Farmers’ Co-Operative. Ltd.

.- L A.J. WARD, Manager

Sheriff Foster is Exonerated

(Continued from page 1)
gave evidence.

I obtained from Sheriff Albion R.
Foster the names given to him by the
two hangmen employed for the pur-
pose of carrying out the death sen-
tence. The names given were, M. A.
Doyle and F. G. Gill. I attempted to
communicate with these men by letter
with a view to having them attend the
investigation and give evidence. Af-
ter my refurn from Woodstock I found
that my letters to these men had been
returned to Fredericton while I was
in Woodstock.

While at Woodstock on November 2,
I received the following telegram:—

“Montreal, Nov. 2, 1922.
J. Dickson, Woodstock, N. B.:
Protest Inquiry. Leaving 7 p.m.
DOYLE.”

The C. P. R. train leaves Montreal
for the east at 7 p.m..
of this telegram had taken that train
he could have arrived inyWoodstock
on November 3 at about 1 p.m. I kept
the investigation open until the after-
noon of November 3, but the hang-
man Doyle did not appear and I am
fully convinced that he did not arrive
in Woodstock on that day. Before
leaving Woodstock I stated to the
press that 1 would hear the evidence
of either of the hangmen at Frederic-
ton if they would appear before me

there. I have had no word from either!

-of them since.

, Hon. W. P. Jones, K. C., appeared
-as counsel for Sheriff Albion R. Foster
apd T. C. L. Ketchnm, Esquir, ap-
peared as counsel for the Canadian
Prisoners’ Welfare Association.

y The stenographic report of the evi-
dence and proceedings {s returned
herewith. -

When Bennie Swim was sentenced
to hang, the sheriff at once proceeded
to secure the services of a hangan.
He stated that he first endeavored to
secure the services of Arthur - Ellis,
who has been carrying out the death
sentence in different’ pasts of Canada
for some years, and who has become
looked upon as the official hangman of
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After about ninetegn minutes th
less body was cut down' and usliy
to relatives for burial. Between:'#
quarters ' of an hour and
elapsed betweén the firstand’
ond hanging: Swim never
consciousness from the time the:
was sprung until his death.

The evidence of the doctors
leave no doubt in'one’s mind that
was nearly extinct at the time the'
was cut and that Swim would
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few minutes i’ allowed to remain halj:
ing. The quesiion at once arises; &
whose authority did Gill cut the Tope®:
Dr. McIntosh states that while he 'ﬁ
talking with Dr. Grant he heard somes
one say “Cut him down.” Thé ‘veies:
soundede like Doyle’s. He tm«_’%
round and Gill was cutting the.7opg.
Others stated that they heard Poyle
{ make other statements such-as; “He's
dead as a door-nail,” about this'm!.;
Dr. Griffin states that ‘he gave no. of+
ders to cut he body downt and mone
of the persons present heard such &n.
order given by Dr. Griffin or any ofhier:
person ‘execpt Doyle. It appears that
Doyle was very officious at this time
and was necessary for the sheriff o
request him to go to the jail. 1. havs
come fo the conclusion that it /was:on
Doyle’s order that the rope was cut. |
One can readily understand how some
incident or some remark overheard
by him may have led him to the con-
clusion that the doctors had ‘agreéd
that Swim was dead. However, he
should have obtained definite instract:
__|ions from Dr. Griffin, the physician in
e "charge, before giving: such an: oF
Eanadn. He was unable to secure the! Nothing was disclosed at the Miﬁ~
services of Ellis. Ellis recommended jgation to throw discredit on any other
a man named Holmes, who has also_pemon taking part in the execiitio
been the official hangman at many ex-; Many. reports regarding/ the
ecutions in Canada. The sheriff en-:cution have been circulated, some-6B&
deavored to secure the services o(,urely false and others gross exagge ;5
Holmes but without success. He theun tions of the true facts, and I feel it
appealed to the Sheriff of Montreal cumbent upon me~to deal with sevs
and on the recommendations of the eral of these reports. %
Sheriff of oMntreal and of the govern-:' The report has been widely circu-
or of the jail at Montreal, he employed ;lated that Doyle was drunk when
a man who gave his name as M. A. attempted to hang Swim and that
Doyle to carry out the execution. To was on account of his drunkeén condi-
make sure htat a capable man would tion that the first attempt proved un-
be on hand he employed a mai named
Fj G. Gill, as substitute. Gill was also
recommended. I am fully satisfled that
the sheriff did all in his power to have
a capable man on hand to carry out
the execution.
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examined by me saw Dolye at~the
time of the execution or just previous
thereto. Of these, only one witness,
Dr. N. B. Grant, ‘was at all certain
that Doyle was intoxicated. Dr. Grant
Both hapgman, Doyle and Gill, ar- states that he saw Doyle when he
rived in Woodstock several days be-| went to Swim’s cell and at once came
fore the day set for the Swim's exe- to the conclusion that heé was intoxi-
cution. Gill stayed at the jail and Doyle cated. He also saw Doyle-on the way
to the scaffold and noticed him stag-
ger. Three other witnesses, Rev. H.
Bragdon, Deputy Sheriff Mooers and
Manzer Clark, suspected that Doyle
had been drinking but were not sure.
Rev. Mr. Bragdon, when asked If
‘Doyle showed any signs of intoxica-
tion at the time of the execution, said,
“Well, I can’'t say. I was impressed
that probably he was under the in-
fluence of liquor but I do not know
it”
5 same subject, he suid, “Well /in our
B e ey owrematin LUiosght be wis s
the persons who were assembled at an sutocrat and was impressed that
the sa1) tiak Ehis tinse ed artved. tay T o 0e T artakiig; . & Sgiectsd
|anyone that hangs a man to be drink-

carrying out the execution. The hang- ing” and when the question- was

man Doyle weént to Swim’s cell and!: asked, * 1t i8 :
s taken for granted, I sup-
placed the handcuffs. on Swim. Swim a man ought to have a Mttle

then walked to the scaffold with Doxle P

and Gill on either side of him and Dep- ;::[:::::" t;n:hny‘:n f.ll':t!ohn:‘:b:: ;
uty Sheriff Mooers following* Doyle, Arinking” his Sae. ST piust
Gill and Deputy Sheriff Mooers went | . eeqs it = Deputy Sherifft Mooers
up to the scaffold with Swim. Doyle stated that he saw Doyle & Gase
placed the black cap on Swim, arrang:-}gging through the hadd l-lﬂ Fiwied
ed the noose about his neclt and SPrung {1 thit there-was sométhlnc wrog
the trap. After two or three minutes f'uyh poyle.. ; ;
the door of the pit ‘was opemed and} " pranger Cllrh~1vhon'hi:d
Dr. Thomas W. Griffin, the jail p‘hy- appeared {ntoxicated ‘at the &
gician; Drs. L. DeC, Mclntolh_and N, the execution, said, “Well, 1
N. Grant, who had been réquested bY fyrow. -1 met him' geing do

‘evening before the execution Doyle
went to the jail and both hangman’
"stayed there until after the execution
‘the next merning. '

All of the witnesses examined by me
were agreed as to the main facts re-
garding the execution. I will outline
the facts concerning which there. was
no disp ‘and will later deal with
certain’ mattere which require special
attention.

ot

|

ent weights at h

If the price of &

This is a‘sﬁiﬂ lirte of ours andswe

We
or brown,

$8.50 and $9.00. -

pr'not.” All of the witnesses;: ihquis

successful. Eighteen of the witnesses ‘lll Dr. Grant, when questionsd 8s 10

the extent of Doyle's . ilitoxication,
stated that he appeared pe ectly cap-
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able of carrying out the death sen-|

tence. o
The other fourteen witnesses saw
no Signs of intoxication about Doyle at
time. These witnesses included
»!\%ﬂu Foster, who saw and’ talked
1 ght: Dr. Grifiin, who was in Swim's
cell ‘when Doyle prepared Swim for.
the gallows and who saw Doyle_for
two_ or three minutes at about -one

o8lock in’ the morning and who saw |

Doyle at different times durins; the ex-
"' (Continwed on page 11)

Later, when qvestioned on the |.

it Doyte |

sheriff to be present, and a visiting atairs, I was at the foot of mm .

doctor, entered the pit. Doyle, Gill,'ge went down all ‘right but ‘he looked
Deputy Sheriff Mooers and some ofh-14, ‘me ‘like & man that' was :
ers also" went into the pit. i maybe. I never met him W“
Swim’'s body was hanging suspend-| 1 am cannot tell you ‘whether he’
ed by the rope With the: feet ‘about 84 . o L J S SR
foot from the ground. Swim was then:.
unconscious. The doctors proceeded
to examine the body. After they had}
madg an examination, Gill cut/the rope
by which the body was .lnpended.,»l
will refer to the circumstances under
which the rope was cut later. Deputyi:
Sheriffs Mooers supported the body}’
in his arme as the rope was cut. This
would be about two. or three minutes| ‘N
after the trap had been sprang
body was then carried to the'cor
of ‘the jail_and placed on & coti'It was]
there exagpined agailt by the doctors. . |
1t was found that Swim's neck had}:
not' been ‘broken by the fall and that
he was breathing. Dr. Mcintosh and
Df. Grant remained ‘with Dr. Griffin
for between twenty-or thirty minutes
after the body ‘hed besn  placed ‘ot

Doyle fréquently during . thé s when. yo

your  stomach
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