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CHAPTER 1
DVENTURESS be

We know all about
that. Your latest is
always your love-
Hest!” and I

“Confound you!”

“Well, confound
me as much as you
ke, 4 at
all the trouble of
coming down

243 -

pose to see what

sort of a Sscrape
ou've got yourseif /
nto this time—""

“Ince, if you say another word, I shall
forget that you're a decent fellow, that
vou're devoted to me, and all that bosh,
and throw you out of the window!”

As James Ince was sitting so close to
the low bow-window of the sitting room
of the Cowes hotel, where his end,
Massey St. Quintin, was staying, that
the latter might have carried out his ex-
pressed intention with very little AiM-
culty, and as that hot-headed youn
man was becoming greatly m'ltat-gns

usiasm, ce

his frien@s want of enth

retreated hastily to the innermost re-
cesses of the room, with an expr n
of comical terror upon his thin, intel-
lectual face.

The friends offered something of a
contrast. James Ince, barrister, livin
in London-gn a narrow allowance, &n
with his way in the world still to make
looked, at two-and-thirty, as grave and
as furrowed as a man of 40, an impres-
sion which was helped by the fact that
he was already somewhat bald.

He had dark blue eyes, almost hol-
low cheeks, and. a straight mouth
scarcely hidden by a slight black
moustache. Thin and spare of frame
and with a slight stoop, he had a
look -of extreme delicacy, which was
scarcely borne out by the facts of
the case, while Massey Bt Quintin,
his junior by nearly ten years, slight
and boyish of figure and quick of
movement, gave an impreasion of riz-
bust health which was almost equal
wrong.

The younger man, with his fair

~hair, light eyes. beardless face, and
expression peculiarly sweet and win-
ning, might have passed for. the son,
rather than the contemporary, of the
older man, whose close friend he had
been from the time, three or four
years previously, when Ince had been
St. Quintin’s tutor before the latter
went up to Cambridge.

St. Quintin laughed when he saw the
rapid retreat of his friend from the
window. They had been enjoying the
sight of the yachts that lay close to
the shore on this petfect July even-
ing, of moved laztly through the -
ter further out, scarcely helped by a
faint breeze, It was but a few days
before the Cowes week, and craft of
all sizes were gathering together iIn
the neighborhood of the pretty, old-
fashioned, and not over-clean towi.

St. Quintin laughed.

“Touching act of self-denial!” said
he, mockingly. “To leave Fleet street
in July for a run down here. I could
shed tears, Ince, at the depth of your
devotion, that I could.”

The joke had restered his good hu-
mor, if he had ever lost it. But the
other wanted to bring back the con-
versation to the subject they had left.

“Well,” he admitted, *‘there are com-
pensations, even if the journey was in-
convenient and tedious. But had ex-
pected to be entertained on the Burmah
Girl. Are you living on shore?”

“Well, I am at present,” admitted the
young man with a rather conscious ex-
pression.

Ince laughed.

“] see. Miss Densley is at the hotel,
and you can’'t tear yourself away! I
wonder you condescended to dine up
here with me! I should have thought,
in the ecircumstances, the table d'hote
dinner was more attractive.”

“wWell, you see, Miss Densley doesn’t
dine at the.  table d&'hote’ said St
Quintin, ingenuously; ‘“‘she and her gov-
erness have a private room.”

“Governess, eh! Rather an odd thing
for a grown-up girl to be staying with -
a governess at an lotel at Cowes In the
season, isn't it?”

~+0dd! Not at all,” retorted St. Quin- befure.
tin, quickly. ‘“She Is an orphan,  re- But.
member.”’

“How do you know that if, as you
say, she doesn’t speak to strangers?”’

“Well the fact is—of course I know
#t's very undignified to get information
in an umderhand way, but what's a
fellow to do when he can't get it any
other way?—my man Saunders -has
struck up a sort of respectful flirtation
with Miss Densley’s maid, Rose, and
he’s told me several things that Rose
has told him."”

“What things?’ asked Ince inquisi-
torlally.

“Well, that_she's a . helress, for one
thing.” 3

Ince drew himself up:

the pa

again!

o t settles It sald he. “Pe @ So thought St. Quintin, as he kept as
That about 8 = it" s % " near as he dared, and watched the gam-
bols of the animal round its mistress’

ple don’'t go, about giving themselves
out as heiresses Ijje that—decent people,
that 1s.”

St. Quintin came over to. him with
his eyes ablaze. #

“Please don't speak In that way of
this lady,” said he quietly, “because I
won’t stand it. Remember, you have no
grounds whatever ‘for insinuating any-
thing against her. All I've said in my
Jetters was that there was a beautiful
girf staying at the same hotel with me,
and that I was trying to get an intro-
duction. The fact that I can’t getit, try
as 1 may, proves that she is what she
is represented ‘o be, what I've always
felt her to be—a girl whom any one
would be proud to know.”

“Then how do you account for the
strange circumstances of her stay here
at this time of year?’

“Her aunt is in Paris, and Miss Dens-
ley herself ha: been ill and needed a
cr.ange. And the doctors said that she
must g0 somewhere where she could
have life and galety round her. That's
the clue to what you choose to think a
mystery, though I cant for the life of
me see why you should!” ~

James Ince saw that he could do no
good, and might do harm, by frritating
St. Quintin with any further expression
of his doubts. . So he made no answer
to his attack, but shrugged his shoul-

pretty

room,

spaniel

ders with an air of assumed acgules- and boun

cence,/ and allowed the matter to drop.
When, however, on the following
morning, the two men were on the
sea front together, looking alternately
at the yachts and at the promenadérs
on shore, Ince exclaimed suddenly:
By Jove, what a pretty girl!” -
St. Quintin’s eyes were, he now per-
~eived, already turned in the same di- Miss
ection. And the haif-shy laugh with
which his words were received con-
vinced him at once that he was look-
ing at the object of his companion’s
nfatgation,
“Is it Miss Densley?”
“Yes,” said St. Quintin, who was The
1ow the color of a peony, and whose
shy glances were eloquent enough.
james Ince, indeed, felt sure that the
young beauty was not unconscious of
the effect her presence had upon the
young man in the serge suit. And the
duenna with her pursed her lips and
‘rowned at the two ycung men, €vi- The
iently awsre of It, too. Miss Densley
turned to her with a demure look of
merriment in her eyes .and muttered
something which made thejslder lady
draw herself up and cast) an indig-
lance at poos Masrey, who was,
er, too muéh absorbed in her
yanion to notice it
Miss Densley was evidently laugh-
ng as she walked on besride her com-

zling

degmur

yourse
. motor

§ concer

olive skin,

actly know why,
your énchantrass wou
—and—more of a—a—"

St. Quintin burst into a triumphant

lau!h.
“Just what I thought. You had
imagined an elderly,

hanged! She’s not
an adventuress!
She's the love- pal
lest—"' ine I
“Stop; stop, stop! Person heaven only knows.
.

shoul

you've seen

don't

than 17 or 18,
The dublous tone Into which he fell
again exasperated his companion, who
refused to hear any more, but insisted
upon rambli
imul Ince dec

turess, though why you should Imag-
be attracted by such a
And now
Miss Densley, you are
obliged to confess that she’s all I
said, and more.”

“She’s very good-looking,

"?tflll”"— she can be

but I'd imagined
1d be older, and

nted adven-

certainly,

more

on with inane raptures

x;e?n:m coutld stand it no
. and wen oors to escape,

from town on pur B "‘_ WaAS B8
strolled on by himself, whistling softly,
on the lookout for another chance of

.
e —

g~

ble!” she ;went on, apostrophizing the
dog. which she now held in her 3
because it-w

easier than to
with

a coherent versation
tractive but evidently emotional stran-
ser.

‘Lt me feel him and see if he's hurt
anywhere,” suggested Bt. Quin
promp

nsley,

“Oh, yes, thanks to you."
other

And o ve him
glance, :'h:c? \ntoxicated the
ble young man. He
to rétire. but he lingered

tin, ag he
t&‘bonn to make a searching: in-
vestigation, slthough, as the
had not been run over, there P
pagently no great need for his solici-
tuae. Y
“Oh, I think he's all right,” mur-
mured Miss De ¥
But she made .no objection as Bt.
Quintin felt paw after paw
carefully, and ended by saying slowly
snd thoughtfully:
“IHe seems all right, doesn’t he?”

ntly and

= 3 . Aald
felt that he ought, -But he only got

nrm- ‘someé ddy, when ‘thiey. are’ showed at
back in England) you will come and
1P . see us? i
. 11 should be- dsiighted. They live in
wn?"’ ‘B‘ i L A
" Nos M“m“!- Heatn Lodge,
Briar Heath. It's a little w out o
London, not far from Wimbledon.” o
“And I may come? When may I

keep u
the y by & thi

noon, and

a al -~

)
was ap- come?

¥

““Well, we shall all be there again by.
the end of A-lw“lt," said Miss Densly.

“Then 1 Ihl‘ Tose ;‘1;)‘ dDo.‘xnl%o t.

uintin, eagerly, &s 8 sley bow-
eQ and hur‘rgod away with her spaniel /'x‘m tall

der her arm. ‘who came

Me: returned to the hotel in a fever,
told James Ince the gist.of his adven--
ture, and scoffed at his dublous expres-.
sions of displ uau:o. -

“You'd much bétter keep away from

ubbed for his pains,
and St. Quintin. while e?;ldmm thgt thn.i

" { ~L';

Was open,
hall with

grateful

one end of the
more trees

wall of shrubs, that St.

Quintin made his way. .
It was about 4 o'clock In the after-

the heat of the sun in these

late August days was sfill great. The

ed ~delightfully cool,

great howwe: ;
with its’ stripéd sun-blinds ' and
awning before the front door,

showing a wide, tesselated
Orienta]l rugh and palms in

prass-bound oaken tubs. -

footman in a gqulet livery;

to the door in answer to his’
ring, satd that Madame Leblanc and her

niece: were both at home, and led the
visitor without dol:x across the wide,
handsomely-furnish

jong room 4t the back of the house,
the windows of which, or&nln‘ down to
the ground a- delig

gay with flowers, and with a big fish-

fnner hall to-a

htful garden,

fate—o

rade,

feet.

the same unsatisfactory manner as

r somebody else—favored
him. Before he had been long alone he
saw Miss Densley coming back
with her little black-and-
white spaniel running before her, and
he thanked his stars, for he knew the
little beast, and guessed that within the
next five minutes its caprices would lead
to the opening he desired. The dog was
always being frantieallv extricated from
under the wheels of bicycles, or fished
out of the shallow water, and surely

the fate who watches over lovers wouid
lead the animal into some such scrape

Miss Densley was dressed in
serge, with a white serge shirt under ¥
a white serge bolero, and she was wear- 1
ing a loose tie of flowing crimson silk,
and a sallor hat trimmed with a erim- j
son band and bow. Her long dark hair
was done In one large plait, which hung
down to her waist, and was tied in two
places with crimson ribbon. From her
white kid shoes to her white kid gloves
she was beautifully dressed,
neatness and good taste which enhanced
the effect of her radiant beauty.

Her skirts, were still rather short, as
It she was not long out of the school-
and the bloom on her cheeks
spoke of extreme youth.

The little round face, with its pale
was almost colorless except
for the bright red of her lips; it was
not the pallor of ill heailth, but of “a
certain refined and
beauty which seemed French
than English. Her eyes, the most strik-
ing feature of her face, were large and
dark brown,
usually on her countenance was one of
merriment and delight in life.

And as St. Quintin shyly looked at
her and adored from a discreet dis-
tance, his longed-for chance came, The
suddenly left his mistress’ side
ded into the road, and she

screamed faintly. For there was a mo-

tor car within hearing, and—well, there
*was a very attractive looking man with-
in_hearing,

«8t. Quintin rushed into the

where the dog, seeing himself pursued,

at once turned and made off, going in
the direction of -the motor car,
was still round the cornmer.

and the expression

too.

Densley uttered another

girl

tecth,

ely:

e

so glad,

was grateful,
thanked him

over and over again,
“I'm—I'm
have been able to

“ft is most kind of you, most
But oh, you might haye been rum over

'fo. emphasize this awful dan

car which had caused suc

n at t

hat moment appeared and
toddled past at a snail's -pace,

striking vy
rather

so very glad, to
be of the slightest
service to wyou!” panted. St. Quintin,
shyly, but with evident emotion,
girl reddened in her turn, and
looking down, so that he could see how
beautiful her eyelashes wére, she sald

f

i

along

white

with a

pe of

most

road,

which

you,
* times,” 8
should so likKe to be able to.'

Miss Densley blushed and smiléd en-
couragingly.
<My governess wouldn't eat you it
vou were to Iintroduce yoursself to
own -people are so
)urticular that, when I'm away fram
them, they have all t
yeople in the house submitted to them,
so that I may not be ex osed
tact with people they &

St, Quintin looked surprised. fore q

very

deliclous.
w;‘tlhh‘n lnngc:nthll.'h‘ ?I‘I “l 1 .3, ‘rl
which seemed to him charmin could . te
“Well,™ he sald, “I don’t t - 2 had
would make any difference If 1 tin
I mean I think yo -
it just as difficult to—to
people from wantin

had no money.
find

knew I had anything, I never

pretty bow was tryl
_‘when St. Quintin yen

the proscri

“If you would like me to take him
: for a run sometimes—any time, a good
o seting the beauty, If it were only in . 100g Tun into the country or—along the

g . front, or—if you would like me to give

him a bath in the sea—sea bathing's  sedlng
+ awfully good for fancy dogs like this—
1. would do it with pleasure,” he went
on, conscious that his offers would have
sounded wild to other ears, but wist-
fully hopeful that they were not ill re-
ceivéd by those to which they were ad-
dressed.

“Oh, it's -quite too awfully

vou,” she saild.

He lingered still

3 - “I wish some of my people were well.
hére,” he sald, “so that they could

sntroduce themselves to .the lady with
and could speak to you IOII"E ruby ri1

he add enuou

er,” she sald.

“Really!” sald he.
Miss Densley laughed.
1 she said,

e names of e

“My aunt’
And-when she can’t
be ‘with me herself, she gives &

instructions to my governess that I'm
hedged round like a mnun.
that lively places
adventurers, and
money can’t be too caref
Miss Densley laughed merrily, *
a girl with money.” 4

She sdys

like this are full

~that ql 1s
u.

ook 7

‘ imposmx'

bﬂldﬂg' 4t was amon

an@ al : drive, bordered on one side
¢

a in .
wide straw hat  bw
neat in .&m of "h.
8t. Quin

French. :
a - del!

T T
& Jittie: conmemtation witn
. t0 enlightén  him on warieus ger-
Ang - polnte: - But medame- delaine
‘Marbeau at the last mowment
the young Englishman foun.
-obliged: to:1e8vé by himeelf.

however; so-ansious for a few

o

il

i
ﬁi

n Wik 2
pressed by his- - ’
jeved to fnd thes 3 - . his fellow-guest that, in-
for bhim fo try his own -going-stisight down the drive

ik
3

gate, he lingared and, s s0on as

R ool "m the Goor was' shut, deiiberately turned
8t. Quintin for, N‘hﬂ el and’ sauoteved  tewsrd the bhouse

it to
Leblanc and tsd other Yisitor
their coming: 2
and promptly aco L
stay to dinner, &
versing’ very easantly
others joined them
Monsieur Lek

again, keeping well to the left, where
thebs wad's vhidow SMghitly open and »
- Garkened and therefore, as he judged,
g ’f, right, where he would have been within
i* theclreld of Bght cast by the-lamps and
—aleotric bulbs of the dining room, where:
& Servant was moving about.

Ané as he ssuntered toward the dark-
ensd room WIth the basif-open window,
St Quiatin  heard s seund that made
his bleed run celd.

It was & man's voicé, husky and weak

sad taint, whispeting faabis—

CHAPTER IIT

~OR the first moment 8¢ Quintin
conid scarcely beliave-his eara,

Then, stepping nearer, untll be

waa within half a dezen yards

of the windew, which was soma eight or

T nine-fest frem. the. ground, he besrd

the words repeated, even more Jgginty

! Belpl Mur—"

~ The feshle voles disd away eRilrely

:’n t:;‘unnhu'ﬁod word, but St."Quml

L3 Hewrd enough to be- surk o.

tWo things: the one  was that the

Yoice - wae that of & man, and the

other that it came from the room on

3 > door.
"dgo gﬁ‘#%t has besn dong t
you?!” he asked in a cleer “%1.:’;:_ >

But thers was no answer but a faint

groan. SRR

8t Quintin debated within hiwmself
for & Tew | s what to do. Then
he # ; | th the faténtion of
making ng leap nup at the win-
40w, .im the hope: that he: oiight be

raise himself high enough and
SR 10 enough to see-into the

13
; turaed to o 5.2
oW closedt softly m& Mﬁv;
wlt{x: :;t-cl.ng able to sdp the hand

h & m ; of h'iéébul‘ suspis
alf dozen low steps to 3:‘%5&
Gor of the house and rang the beli,
T to uo‘gonm%a tor

d L @
R said for THE Sabvhdt whe

e & ) ]
JpaRn | slarg the éx-
ression of his face. t. 18-
in a condition to make himself undes-
:nog. -o”ovon_rlh‘olmid ’z;a be with.
7 OTTO) Wit ilder-,
P T
found himseif. His face was ashy

gu command of his limbs or of his
® After a moment's hesitation the fgot-
maAn was about to 1 the way to the

dars ropm, whan uin top-
Did'mmkhihﬁs ey
“No,” sald oarsely, “I want to

; i - i
Xnﬂ' then chine over the face ¢
he vehioh-
sitor aware that o scenes
n the house before

‘& “But I am forgetting. ;] You will come with me, will you not ”

l‘lﬂ\l circumstsnces appeared to be un-
usual, would not allow there was any-
thing doubtful or suspicious in them.

He was longirg for the next chance of
Densley, in order that he
might make the acquaintance of her
governess and be able to talk to the
girl again. ; ¢ e

But wheri he went down to:the smok-+

the spray

of which;

dismay thet Miss BStanley and Miss
Densley and the mald Rose hag =all’
gone away by tiie Bouthampton boat. than “this,
James Ince looked askance at him, oionyioo
but 8t. Quintin bore his-disappointment | ..

ithe grass.
kind of

had the lovely girl's address
in , end- it was not so very ~ UOTh O
long te the end of August after all. o

sly. _out her

CHAPTER II

ASSEY ST. QUINTIN, although
he professed. to take the de- ' but
parture of the two ladies
with equanimity,. was not %

“to con- ° Place without making. inquiries about 4o long
ve of.” its apparent iuuonhﬁ:h He " again o

: o
al

e
St. Quintin thought this confess
sim :

It was made

Miss Densley shoo
“] can’'t agree with you.

need to keep my set select. .It wa 2 57 ?’
s,mnll as could be without any precau—, ri
tions.” :

She laughed agaim;; and

“Do you .mean

erness would lét me speak t
1ittle hoshnkod ‘eagerly. E

ery, but the young man did not turn,
He fled in pursuit of the animal, res-
cued him from the danger, which was
perhaps not so- imminent as they be-
liteved, and ran back, flushed and pant-
he asked. ing, td Testore the dog to its owner.

delighted,
smiled and showed two rows of daz-
effusively

“kind.

would like to,” s

T, the
gravy

panion “] shouldn’t have minded that, if I

James Ince looked bewildered,
“By Jove!” he said, softly. *
surprised!”

“purprised! What at?" “It's
“Why. why, somehow—-1 don't ex-

very,

very kind of you.

could- have been . of use to. you,’' - re-
plied St. Quintin, with fervor, if some-
what hyperbolically.

You

naughty Flossie, to give so much trou-

el

“Oh,
said, looking ra
she had confess:
meant to do.

go blo:;mt':ut little
O

483 E7ERe Meslommtent i

ago, and-1 s' e oa 2
. u;opé always of gett e !

here, in the
f being allowed to make™:

a chance 0O
your acquaintance.” ; #
Y Miss Densley smiled, blushed ..d@
looked away. ' X

“Well, perhaps T guessed that youf
he confessed shyly,
“put you know one can't do any-

1 knew all about you and you tac)

a vacht, Burmah Girl and T think she’'st gro

o

e grew demure.

er frighten
more than

I'm zure I don’t know,” she
-y
8

But he persisted.

Bt thats true” said he, *1 shat
lose no time. I never wanted to kfiow;
‘anybody as muchtu I longed

chance of speakl to you.
that

L 3
unity.  The fact i

thing.
ne of the prettiest here.”

ng to move om'’
red to stop her.’ =8
k by, A ThAt T Doc o ) St !
now my m ot omnw -
bed 1ist, and that your govs ; Beortily that h
tll!‘ 1

gave m

SirE S

ne to. Sou

My

about

‘)i Jfuch passionate ire
to know youw.' i 7 but he &l‘o‘ feel ““;%1
her-heul-)’n:‘b";;ﬁxl- perh u'itlll in o. v

i i S o S

s Donsloy‘.*n}%-
with o€ "
b

™ he ‘e met &
face at-once, ins ug 3{‘ .
to- wait a’' month for that l!d‘:(;-

{ s:aﬁumi. peroetved. the

SRR T
thankful tha disappear:
ths
i

o you?”

lohuﬂ

to hav
Ana 1
,and

“1 do ‘wish you could come—and your

governess, of course, on board

sald St. Quintin, wistfully.

her!” ‘ :

Miss Densley shook her head. } e a
“1 couldn’t do that,” she sald, “un-¢ Wwhich | Just wi
til you know my uncle and aunt. nu?& a pretty, tqu&re-wpped,
- R: 5 v 5 B 3504 R

wearing some -

_ “Ah! Thi
she losL her little .
& with & marked French accent,

pond in the middle of the lawn. In the
middle of the pond was a little fountain,

from which sparkled in the

sunjight. From behind & thick hedge of
yew which ‘shut off the lJawn and flower-
garden, could be seen the trees of the
kitchen-garden beyond, and around the
lawn itself were more trees, thé shade

though refreshing to the eye,

ing room that evening he learned to his = hdd caused bare patches to appear on

GO
St. Quintin had no time to see more

_@nd that the grounds were
_beautifully kept, before

" e door ‘of thie drawing room epened
again, and a stout, middle-aged lady,

dressed in soft gray silk and
tficent dlamond and
came . in, amiling and holding
then, is the gentleman who
nlecs te, when

1 cried medame,

“1 am very glad

well.
to mee you, Monsieur St. Quintin. You
come into the

stoical enough. to allow it to take % husband and my niete also.”

garden with me and

 tow: he nearest of
ch windows, whén the door
behind her and the foot-

s, Y .
o i th- the R S OEeee ey ‘
to him t TR~ | dame Leblan: hastily, and,
: MES, - as it ' to St. Quintin, rather anx-
“‘}s' y; her Bav'  “This oweomér wad a tall stout(s
ned i %

£

D O ekiaic with eff
C W efia~

: l_tt;gh‘ othér visitor,
Le-
Dens-

3 e for t‘o‘n!v'!
sincere } 3":3;

unintelligible, “and was only

by the voice b:pu:;
LN m -lm u
. who perfect English:

ex both
nd the
and stiil

the

. beau’s
- sidered

Frenchman®s courtesiea.

And then 8t. Quintin vaguely f@it that

something was wrong. When his

mentiched that he had asked St. Quin-
tin to stay to dinner, madame looked
troubled and Monsieur Marbeau angry,
and the young man came quickly te the
conclusion that the middle-aged Frencn- -
man was a suitor whom the elders eu-
couraged, but™who was distasteful to

the girl herself.

Thereafter there was an uneasy feel-.

ing® in the minds of all, and . this
intensified when Monsieur

At this news therg came a ch
the expression of the host and
who recelved the news with silent

s, and in that of
ied her horror and anno
“I hate -him!” she murmured to
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governors. The selection of
would also be made by the p
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