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COTTON. WILLS OF INDIA.

England has been encouraging the 
growing of cotton in India and Egypt 
in order that its great nulls might not 
be too much depandent on the cotton 
of the United States. In one respect 
experiment in India has been suc­
cessful in a way that England did not 
figure on, and the success presents an 
interesting economic problem that 
may have its political consequences in 
the British empire.

Some of the thinking people of In­
dia began to feel that there was a 
loss to them in having the cotton 
shipped to England, there manufac­
tured into fabrics and shipped back 
to the people of India. So they be­
gan to build cotton mills to make use 
of their own raw material. The in­
dustries of cotton yarn spinning and 
cotton weaving have prospered until 
in 1911 there were 216 mills, with

215,000 employees and producing 
215/360,COO pounds of cloth.

England is losing a large slice of its 
valuable Indian market. Its sale of 
cotton fabrics in India now aggre­
gates $115,000,000 and is very profit­
able to the English manufacturers. 
This trade may not be wholly lost 
for the making of cotton goods in In­
dia has created a bigger demand than 
before, but the English manufactur­
ers are seriously frightened and are 
asking the government what is going 
to be done about it. What can be 
done?

The people of India are simply 
learning a fundamental economic les­
son, and if it is at the expense of 
England then so much the worse for 
England. It will have to drum up a 
market for its cotton goods in parts 
of the world where the natives are 
less industrious.
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100,000 .. . Legal Insurance....................... 1 i !
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