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House Decoration
THE PROS AM) CONS OF A 

PLAIN WALL

Blue Ribbon Tea
Same Old Price

and

A Long, Long Way
The Best

nr,rvorr.

WILD OAT SEPARATOR
We positively guarantee our Separator 
to remove EVERY KERNAL of Wild 
or Tame Oats from your SEED WHEAT 
and NO WHEAT LOST with the Oats. 
Perfect Separation of OATS from 
BARLEY or RYE for SEED.

Factories: DETROIT, MICH., & W INDSOR,Ont. 
Write for Circular fully explaining this wonderful Separator

WM. H. EMERSON & SONSMade In Three Sizes:
6 SHOE POWER SEPARATOR
I 88HH0°EE ELEVATCdT V^H**AT TESTER CAMPBELL AVE. AND M.C.R.R., DETROIT, MICH.

FISH! FISH!
The Cheapest and Most Wholesome Food 

On the Market /
THE ARMSTRONG TRADING CO. LTD., of Portage la Prairie, for the first time 
Is putting on a selling campaign of Winter Caught Manitoba Fish. These fish are 
caught under the Ice on Lakes Winnipegosis and Manitoba, and the shipping points 
are Mafeklng, Winnipegosis, Amaranth, Delta, St. Laurent, Oak Point, Mulvihlll, 
Steep Rock and Fairford. We quote

No. 1 White Fish, lb................7c
No. 2 White Fish, lb................4c
Yellow Pike Fish, lb................6c

Jack Fish, lb..........................3c
Tulibee, lb............................  3c
Mullett, lb............................. l*c

Prices Subject to Change Without Notice
At these prices will accept orders for any quantities for shipment in Canada only. 
Add fifteen cent» per hundred pounds to cover cost of sacks, as this is the way we 
will ship unless otherwise specified. If fish are required in boxes, add forty cents 
per hundred pounds. State whether shipment is to be made by freight or express. 
We will fill orders from the nearest point of shipment. Cash must accompany the 
erder. We guarantee quality and prompt shipments.

THE ARMSTRONG TRADING CO. LTD.
P. O. Box 614 Portage la Prairie, Man.

By A. F. 
FULTONHome Pork Making

The art of curing and preserving pork on the farm is not by any means generally 
known. Every person can kill a pig. but not every person can kill and dress a 
pig properly and very few persons can cure and preserve the pork to retain its 
best flavor. This book is a complete guide for the slaughtering, curing, preserv­
ing and storing of pork, and instructions are given for the apparatus necessary 
for slaughtering, scalding, dressing and cutting. Directions are given for making 
the best use of the offal, lard making, pickling, barreling, curing the hams and 
shoulders, dry salting the bacon and sides
Directions are also given for smoking, and several different types of smoke 
houses are described that could be easily and cheaply built on the farm. Not 
the least valuable part of the book is that containing a large number of recipes 
for cooking pork in different ways. This is a book valuable not only to the farmer, 
but also to his wife. There has been a great demand for it all over the West, 
and wherever a copy is found in a house, it will pay for itself many times over, 
and will make the pork industry more profitable and pork a more popular dish 
on the table. Postpaid 55 cents.

BOOK DEPT., GRAIN GROWERS’ GUIDE, WINNIPEG, MAN.

Z----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------\
ADVERTISING is the foundation of all successful enterprises. If your
advertisement appeared In these pages it would be read by over 34,000 
prospective buVers. Patronize our advertisers—advertise yourself—and 
We will all be succesful.

J

By Eleanor Allisoti Cummins in Keith's 
Magazine

It often occurs to the unprejudiced 
observer that people are obsessed by 
wall papers. The average woman 
thinks of papering as the only possible 
wall treatment, whereas quite often it 
is extremely undesirable for rooms like 
hers. As papering affords great scope 
for the work, and incidentally the 
charge, of the professional decorator, 
lie, quite naturally, encourages her to 
pqper.

Let us consider for a moment the 
type of room which demands the wall 
of mofe or less pattern which is sup­
plied by papering. There is, to begin 
with, the' very large room, very high, 
perhaps badly proportioned, and with 
large unbroken wall spaces. Such 
rooms require something to correct the 
defective proportions, to reduce the 
apparent size of the ’wall spaces and 
to remove the effect of bareness so 
common in very large rooms.

Then there are rooms of a formal 
character, halls and reception rooms, 
from which all the more intimate be­
longings are necessarily absent, where 
pictures may not be advisable, or their 
number very limited, and for rooms 
like these nothing takes the place of 
a wall paper of decorative quality.

Again, in old houses, whose walls 
have bulged, whose floors have set­
tled, and whose lin.es are generally out 
of plumb, a wall paper without too 
much pattern does much to divert at­
tention from these irregularities. Be­
sides .this, for the very old house, wall 
papet* has the advantage of being in 
harmony with the period of the house.

When we have admitted the advantages 
of wall paper in many instances, the 
average room remains, the room neither 
very large nor very small, which is 
primarily a background for the family 
life, a life which finds expression in books 
and pictures anti ornaments, all of which 
demand a setting which shall give them 
their highest value. For these Tooms the 
plain wall surface of good and harmonious 
coloring is almost always advisable.

The plain wall has other advantages 
than merely as a good background for 
pictures. It allows of much more variety 
in furnishing than the patterned wall. 
There is a very wide range of upholstery 
fabrics, of which the French cotton tap­
estries are typical, many of them copies 
of antique designs, beautiful in coloring, 
but almost all of them with such large 
patterns as to he impossible in a room 
with a figured wall. s

Another point of importance in these 
days when we lay so much stress upon 
hygienic consideration is that the plain 
wall is sanitary, which the papered one 
is not. The painted wall can be washed 
with an antiseptic solution. Walls cover­
ed with the various compositions can lie 
recoated with trifling expense. More­
over, the cost of the self-colored wall is 
comparatively small, at least as contrast­
ed with the price of wall paper of good 
quality and the expense of laying it.

Which?

Given the desirability of the plain wall, 
what shall it be? Shall it be painted, 
or shall it be of some one of the various 
compositions made for wall finishing, or 
shall it be merely kalsomine?

Of the three treatments, the last is the 
cheapest, also the least durable. Still 
kalsomine has greatly improved in qual­
ity of late years, and when laid upon a 
thoroughly cleaned wall will last for a 
couple of years. Anyone who can wield 
a brush can lay it and it is valuable as 
affording a means of tinting the walls of 
a new house, before the final finish has 
been decided upon. A second coat of 
kalsomine cannot be applied without the 
removal of the first coat, a dirty and 
troublesome process.

The painted wall is an old friend. 
When walls have cracked and been 
pointed up, the soars are concealed by 
paint better than by anything else. On 
the other hand it is never desirable to 
apply paint to new walls, as it is almost 
impossible to paint over a crack in a 
painted wall, as the paint changes color 
slightly, even in a few weeks. The most 
-atisfactory painted wall has three thin 
oats of paint, and sometimes an agree­

able variety and suggestion of texture is 
given by stippling the third coat, but this 
requires an ♦ unusually skillful worker. 
Wonderful things in this line have been 
done by artists, who have used different 
layers of color, stippling them into a sort 
or iridescent effect.

There is a third treatment which is 
neither paint nor kalsomine, altho applied 
like the latter and requiring only a single 
coat. This is a mineral powder which 
when mixed to a paste with water and 
applied to a surface sets like cement, giv­
ing a very hard surface, not easily broken, 
and which can lie renewed without 
disturbing the original layer. The range 
of color is a wide one and the darker 
colors are quite as good as the light 
ones, altho more expensive, it is an 
admirable ground for stencilling, with 
other colors of itself. .
Modifications of the One-Colored Wall

It may be objected that however good 
a background the plain wall is, large un­
broken spaces above the eye line are in­
evitable, and not agreeable. The best 
answer to this objection is to recommend 
the use of the deep drop ceiling, thirty 
inchesp-sOr in an unusually high room, 
even three feet deep. This is a mode of 
treatment which is particularly good for 
small rooms much broken by doors and 
windows, in which the wall spaces are 
apt to appear high in proportion to their 
width, it introduces the principle of the 
broken line, always so valuable when 
applied to decoration.

This treatment of the deep drop ceiling 
is often very effective when considerable 
prominence is given to the separating 
moulding, use being made of what is 
known as a card rail, whose primary 
function is to support a line of photo­
graphs, and which occupies a place mid­
way between the plate rails and the 
picture mouldings. This rail should he 
painted or stained to match the woodwork 
of the room, and an excellent treatment is 
to place a band of ornament just below it, 
either a line of stencilling or a paper 
border. The latter treatment is particu­
larly good with white woodwork in a 
bedroom, the color and design of the bor­
der to some extent repeating that of the 
cretonne used for furnishings. A specially 
interesting treatment consists of an ir­
regular arrangement of sprays of some 
trailing plant like wistaria, cut from wall 
paper and applied in such a way as to 
suggest the way in which such a vine 
should hang about the top of a window. 
Naturally a certain amount of artistic 
skill is required, but not more than goes 
to elaborate stencilling.

When the plain wall is carried unin­
terruptedly to the ceiling line, it may be 
finished there with a very simple mould­
ing, and a nosegay border used to out­
line the surbase and the frames of doors 
and windows. This is an old fashion and 
a pretty one when the walls are not too 
high. It is an excellent treatment for 
a bedroom with old fashioned furniture.

The plain wall is also admirable with 
the wide landscape friezes, and enables 
one to balance the considerable expense 
of a good frieze. The tone of the wall 
should be the same as that predominant 
in the frieze, and not perceptibly lighter.
The Choice of Colors for Plain Walls

It requires a certain discretion to de­
cide upon the best coloring for a wall of 
plain surface. - It must be remembered 
that, with an absolutely plain surface, 
color goes much further than when it is 
diversified by pattern or by the sugges­
tion of texture or relief, such as is given 
by wall paper. A paper in three tones 
of red, all of them reasonably strong, 
may be quite agreeable, while a plain 
wall of the lowest of the three tones will 
be glaring and strong blues and greens 
will be absolutely hideous.

The plain wall is at its best in cool 
tones, gray, gray blue, gray green and 
greenish gray and cool fans, it is not 
easy to say why a painted wall in yellow 
or lavender is so unsatisfactory, but 
the reason is the same as with lavender 
and yellow cotton materials. The two 
colors seem to demand a certain richness 
of material. Of the warm colors, the 
most successful in paint or composition 
is one or other of the terra cotta shades. 
Few things are better for a hall than a 
wall painted terra cotta.not a pink, but a 
red one,' low in tone with a suggestion of 
yellow.
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