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Another was | proved to be within the track of the torrent.
caught by the torrent, and only saved by his | The proprietor of this, and his wife, were then
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accidents induced the men to run with speed to | his wife in his arms, and carried her up the
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[t was but a few seconds, after the first efflux | passed. The mills of Mr. Blodget, and those
of its waters, "ere Long Lake was entirely | of Mr. Enos, l'zpectivcly three and five miles
empty! When the first waters escaped, the ‘; below Barton, and fourteen and sixteen below
rest, being left without support, flowed north-| Mud Lake, were entirely carried away. At
wards with such impetuosity that the northern | Enos’s mills the torrent retained still enough of
shore gave way to the width of more than a|force to move a rock, above one hundred-tons
quarter of a mile, and the depth of one hun- | in weight, many rods from its hed. Indeed,
The whole barrier being | the excavating effects of the waters extended
thus removed, the escape of the waters, ashas| over the greater part of the level country above
been said, was almost instantaneous, and the | Enos’s mill, a channel from thirty to sixty rods
The|in width, and from ten to fifteen feet in depth,
liberated mass—consisting of a volume of fluid | being left to mark its course. Below these
one and a half miles in length, three-fourths of | mills, the country opened up still more, and the
a mile in width, and from one hundred to one | force of the current was much weakened, but
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dred and fifty feet.

violence of their motion inconceivable.

and excavating a channel of a quarter of a|
mile in width, and from fifty to eighty feet in
*With the immense momentum which
it had gained,” says Dr. Dwight, in his ac-
count of the eruption in Silliman’s Journal, ‘it
flowed into the valley of Mud Lake, forcing
forward, with irresistible impetuosity, the
spoils which it had already accumulated, tore
away masses of earth from the high grounds on
each side of the lake, excavated the whole bot-
tom of the valley, including the shores of Mud
Lake, to the depth of perhaps thirty feet, and
with the additional mass of water thus ac-
quired, made its way down the channel of Bar-

With the exception of the narrow pass by
which Barton river found an outlet, the whole
northern shore of Mud Lake had been com-
posed of rising ground of considerable height.
The torrent broke away this mound in a mo-
ment, and carried it, as a fresh trophy, down
the valley. = The valley, however, was insuffi-
cient to serve the torrent for a path; it hol-
lowed out a new one for itself, varying from
twenty to thirty rods in width, and from twenty
to sixty feet in depth. This excavating course

I't was fortunate, though most remarkable,
| that nolives were lost through this violent and
'most unlooked-for eruption of water. The
neighbouring inhabitants of the country, who
were not within sight of the flood, participated
| in the alarm excited by it; for the noise of the
| first outbreak was like the loudest thunder, and
the earth shook as if with an earthquake, caus-
ing the cattle to run home with signs of the ut-
most terror and alarm. After the torrent had
passed, the appeargnce of the districts through
which it had moved was most extraordinary.
The immense continuous chasm ploughed out
by the waters, was the most remarkable object.
‘In many places, also, great depositions of sand
and earth had taken place, wherever the wa-
ters had been obstructed, and formed an eddy
in their course. These sandy heaps covered
acres in many places. . The quantity of wood
which the waters had carried down was large
beyond calculation. In some places where the
“current had met an obstruction, heaps of tim-
ber had been piled up to the height of eighty
feet. At Barton, a field of twenty acres had
been covered with deposited timber to the
height of twenty feet. Thirteen years after-




