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Mills was united in marriage to
VMatilda,the sixth daughterof Henry

Donald, Esq., of Highbury Ores-

cent, London.  Feur children was
the result of this union, the young-
est of whom bears the name of
Leonard Calvert Mills, after Leo-
nard Calvert,who was the first Gov-
ernor of Maryland. Asa barrister,
Mr. Mills stands at the head of the
profession in Canada. He is one of
the most convincing and eloguent
orators that ever addressed a jury.
Whenever it is known that he is to
plead before a court, a crowded
room is sure to result. His grasp
of all legal matters is thorough, and
his knowledge of human nature, of
which he is a close student, aids
him not a little in his practice.
Mr. Mills has made a special study
of divorce, criminaland sheriff’s law,
and his almost unbroken record of
successes in these lines attest his
thorough mastery of legal know-

ledge. He is at present devoting
~ himself

ecial utudy} of con-

warm personal ol

said to the writer 4 short time

“it is impossible to know him and|
M.. Mills is|8°

not love him.
generally & very ‘quiet, but
independent, man to these who
do not know him, but is brimful
of good humer and fun to those

. who know him well.” The Seabird

marder case, tried at Nanaimo,
proved him to be one of the finest
cross-examiners at the Bar in the
Province. He was highly compli-
mented by the presiding judge. In
his able and successful defence of

. Mrs, Rutledge. charged with mur-

der, he was highly commended by
all parties ; both his addresses were

. openly and loudly applauded in
& the Court. One of his latest suc-
§ cesses is the Greer case. It is be-
lieved that Mr, Mills will in the not |y

distant future enter politics.

MUSIO.

THE social importance bf the
. piano is, beyond question,

far greater than that of any other
musical instrument. * One of the
most marked changes in the habits
of society,” writes Thalberg in his
valuable study, “as civilization
advances, is with respect to the
character of its amusewents.”

Formerly, nearly all such amuse-
ments were away from home and
in public; now, with the more ed-
ucated portion of suciety, the
greater part is at home and within
the family circle, music on the
piano contributing the principal
portion of it. In the more fashion-
able circles of society, private con-
corts increase year by year, and in
them the piano is the principal
feature. Many a man engaged in
commercial and other active pur-
suits, finds the chief charm of his
drawing-room in the intellectual
enjoyment offered by the piano.
n many parts of Europe, the piano
the greatest solace of the studi-

itary. By the use of

tion for musie. *“When,” said a
little - girl of this species to her.
mother, “ when, mamma, shall I
play well enough ndt to have to
play any more?” But a genuine
taste for the piano is increasing
more rapidly than the population;
and one can already see a time
when, in all well appointed houses,
it will be thought necessary to

have in the drawing-room not one, |

but two pianos ; for how otherwise

are some of the finest pianc duets|

to be played ?

Mr. QGladstone declared some

violin was as much a work of
genius as that of the steam engine.
The contrast between the +wo-
things invented was more striking
when, in opposition to a heavy and
formidable locomotive, the harm-
less and portable violin was put ;
but the piano, regard being had for
the complexity of its constr\fction,
the wideness of its utility and the
powerfulness of its effect, is a much
more wonderful piece of mechanism
than. the violin, The piano, too,
possesses in common with the
steam engine, this naticeable par
ticularity, that people are by no
means agreed as to who invented
it.

Italy, Germany and France claim
equally, the honor of having inven-
ted the piano, and it is now gener-
ally assigned to Bartolomeo Chris-
toforo, sometimes called. Christofali,
& native of Padua, who perfected
his discovery, according to some
authorities, in 1711,

. The (Germans, on theirside, assert
the piano was invented in the year

" R

1717 by C. A. Abaceter, & German
org be afterwards improved

pressed particular admiration for
the pianos manufactured by a -
maker named Stein of that city,
who with Spacth, of Ratisbon, was
the best maker of the day in Ger-
many. “ Stein,” writee Mozart, -
“does not sell his pianos for less
than 300 florins. That is a good
deal of money, but the labor and
zeal which his work represents ¢an-
not be paid too highly., Many
years later, in 1763, poor Schroeter
published a long letter asserting his
claim to the invention which was
‘now being represented in Germany
‘as the work of various manufac-

‘turers.

ears ago in one of his ingenious|
speeches that the invention of the |
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