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THE CHURCH’S DOCTRINAL 
PURITY.

The Christian Church is a second in
carnation. It is a human embodiment 
of divine truth and virtue. But unlike 
tbo former incarnation—the fleshly 
body of Christ—the church corporate, 
which is His spiritual body, retains 
more or less of the imperfections of its 
human origin. Consequently errors 
and infirmities shade off, and sometimes 
veil, its shining excellencies. Nor can 
it he otherwise while the materials 
from which it is shapen are fallen and 
fallible men. Still, there is a point— 
there is an experience wh ich faith 
labours for, and hope anticipates, when 
this “ body of Christ" shall be fully 
“ edified,” as the apostle expresses it, 
“ till we all come in the unity of the 
faith, and ef the knowledge of the Son 
of God, unto a perfect man, unto the 
measure of the stature of the fulness of 
Christ." Then we shall be “ no more 
children, tossed to and fro, and carried 
about with every wind of doctrine .

. . but we shall ‘ grow up into him 
in all things, which is the head even 
Christ.’ ” And does it not stimulate 
our hope to know, that “ Christ also 
loved the church, and gave Himself for 
it, that he might sanctify and cleanse 
it with the washing of water by the 
word, that He might present it to Him
self a glorious church, not having spot 
or wrinkle or any such thing.” More
over, the spirit that dwelleth in us, is 
“ the spirit of power, and of love, and 
of a sound mind,” whose effectual work
ing worketh in us mightily, and will 
“fulfil all the good pleasure of His 
goodness, and the work of faith with 
power.” \

Now, to reach the height of this Al
pine privilege, it is necessary to be 
jealous for the Church's doctrinal 
purity.

It is not difficult to account for doc
trinal imperfections in the church.
“ The Bible,” says Dr. Philip Schaff,
“ is God’s word to man ; the Creed is 
man’s answer to God.” Now, there is 
no error m the divine voice that speaks 
to us ; error arises from man’s response 
to that voice, j ust as an echo will some- 
times distort the voice by modifying the 
sound. And thus error is found, when 
found at all, in man’s response to re
vealed truth. To further illustrate this 
point :—The Bible, which is our only 
and sufficient rule of faith, is like the 
sun which measures Time, while man’s 
creed is a clock of human manufacture- 
but it is impossible, even in a chronom
eter, to measure Time with minutest 
accuracy, and therefore man’s best 
mechanism of this sort needs more or 
less of adjustment and regulation. So 
is it with the church’s clock—the Creed 
is in error when it is not in harmony 
with the great Sun of eternal truth, 
and consequently must be adjusted to 
ensure its accuracy.

Moreover, the clear, pure light of 
truth is somewhat modified by the me
dium of the mind through which it 
passes. Every sunbeam, for instance, 
is alike pure, and white, and beautiful ; 
but see what a change it undergoes as 
soon as it gets down to the earth. How 
it transforms itself in the various ob
jects upon which it falls ! In one flower 
it is blue, in another it is violet, and so 
forth through all tbe various hues and 
tints that variegate the landscape. Just 
so is it with the light of truth ; it is 
pure, it is -impie, in itself, but passing 
through the medium of different minds 
it is modified into various tints of faith 
and forms of doctrinal belief, degener 
ating into more or less of error.

But how important it is that upon all 
essential points, at least, the church 
should be as doctrinally pure as it is 
possible for it to be ! And upon these 
vital points its ministry should give no 
uncertain sound. Nor should there be 
auy faltering in its testimony, but like 
the four cardinal points of the weather
cock, its vital doctrines should be fixt. Is 
it not the truth that saves ? is it not the 
truth that sanctifies ? The prayer of

esu» is still appropriate “ Sanctify
hem i|tL h . thj worj u
' ' , A P» doctrine i, the seed-
' Modified character. M.j

the Methodirt ministry continue a po.. 
erful exponert of earing troth.

THE MINUTES OF THE CON
FERENCES.

The summary of a year’s work, where 
nearly fifteen hundred ministers, as 
many local preachers, with a vast re
tinue of associates in Sabbath School 
and other enterprize, are engaged, 
ought to be an eloquent record. We 
are in possession of the minutes of the 
six Annual Conferences, from London 
to Newfoundland, and are in a position 
to give a few interesting details. Our 
article will be chiefly statistical, though 
in the way of inferenie and suggestion 
we may find much to tempt us away 
from bald figures, those very significant 
texts in all instances.

To simplify our subject, we may 
divide the statistics under their legiti
mate headings. We begin with

TH* MINISTERIAL.

From the London Conference, three 
ministers withdrew, one was suspend
ed and one deposed. The Montreal 
and Nova Scotia Conferences also de
posed one each. There were twelve 
transfers this year, eight of these were 
to the Western Conferences, London 
and Toronto. Nine ministers died dur
ing the year, London, Montreal and 
Nova Scotia losing two each, and the 
others one each. London Conference 
ordained seven, Toronto sixteen, Mon
treal seven, Nova Scotia four, N. B. 
and P. E. Island six, and Newfound
land ten—making in all fifty ordina
tions. It is somewhat remarkable that 
London and Toronto each received on 
probation a number similar to the num
ber ordained, the former seven, the lat
ter—Toronto—sixteen, several of whom 
were Japanese, while Montreal re
ceived nine, Nova Scotia six, N. B. and 
P.E. Island one, and Newfoundland two. 
The total number of candidates for the 
ministry is thus seen to be forty-one. 
There remain one hundred and ninety- 
eight preachers on trial; London has 
of these fifty-nine, Toronto sixty-one, 
Montreal thirty-two, Nova Scotia and 
New Brunswick and Prince Edward 
Island seventeen each, and New
foundland twelve. The class named 
superannuated—scarcely understood as 
to relation by us in the East—numbers 
within one of a hundred, located chiefly 
within the limits of London and Toron
to Conferences. There are sixty-eight 
supernumeraries, almost equally dis
tributed, excepting in Newfoundland, 
which returns but three. This, if we 
include that the total number of minis
ters in the six Conferences is 1150, 
completes this part of our record.

The temptation to question and mor
alize sets in upon one very strongly 
with such a reading ; and a slight in- 
dulgence may not be amiss. London 
Conference seems to be the centre of 
no little activity, if may judge by the 
fact that it has lost by discipline—and 
by retirement, which may have been 
meant to avoid discipline—five of its 
ministers within a year. Its neighbor, 
Toronto,with more than equal numerical 
strength, and with much territory of a 
missionary kind, leaving its young men 
exposed on outlying districts, has not 
lost one by disloyalty or immorality. 
Montreal is almost equally fortunate, 
notwithstanding its agencies are mingl
ing with the poorest and most ignorant 
of our population—the French Cana
dians. This indication of special vita
lity it is, perhaps, that makes London 
our El Dorado Conference, toward 
which most of our transfer-seeking 
brethren turn in quest of ministerial 
gold.

There are special features of the nu
merical facts just given, too, which 
show the amazing strength of the two 
Western Conferences. London and 
Toronto possess one hundred and twen
ty of our one hundred and ninety-eight 
preachers on trial. They have also, if 
we class their superannuates with our 
supernumeraries for convenience, one 
hundred and forty of the whole num
ber, which is one hundred and sixty- 
seven.

In other respects it will be seen as 
we pass on that two-thirds of our Meth- 
odistic resources lie West of Montreal. 
This latter Conference, however, has 
no mean aggregate of figures in 
every department of denominational 
returns.

We come now to a yet more interest
ing department of the Minutes, show- 
ing the church’s

MEMBERSHIP AND SABBATH-SCHOOLS.

These will be best seen in schedule 
form :—
Conferences. Member

ship. Increase. Scholars In
crease.

London $7380 569 44261 3137
Toronto 33400 640 36494 1908
Montreal 21536 . 744 17680 1326
Nova Scotia 8930 53 9352 90
N. B. A P.E. I 7446 so 8796 66
Xewfo’ndl'nd 6191 I 201 5829

Totals 115.373 2.337 122.413 6.722

The absurdity of accepting the re
ported increase of membership as the 
actual result of our year’s work, cannot 
better be seen than by supplying infor
mation of another kind. Unfortunately 
there is not a single record in any Min
utes, excepting the Nova Scotia, to ac
count for the serious loss of members 
to the church. In Nova Scotia there 
were lost by removal 289, by death 146, 
ceased to be members (we suppose 
dropped out of class attendance) 813. 
These, with 976 on trial, make a total 
of 1724. So that the souls brought 
into our church in the Nova Scotia 
Conference during the year, instead of 
being 50, as returned in the increase of 
membership, was nearly 1800. By the 
simple rule of proportion we make the 
actual blank in the six Conferences, 
from the same causes, to have been 
nearly 10,000. Add to these 9452 re
ported as on trial in the six Confer
ences, also the increase of membership, 
2337, and the year’s actual results are 
apparent. If a few columns were given 
in all the Minutes, showing the actual 
number of conversions or additions 
during the year, and the loss to the 
church from various causes, our position 
would be more plainly presented to the 
world. A column headed “ Added 
to the Church ”—a Scriptural one, too 
—would have contained this year re- 
turns making an aggregate of more 
than 20,000.

Outside of our own church, the ele
ments which meet evangelical agencies 
arj much the same in the Montreal and 
Newfoundland Conferences. In both 
we have to confront a powerful and 
compact Romanism, and an offensively 
pretentious Ritualism. It is specially 
gratifying to find that the principal 
gains in membership are counted in 
precisely these discouraging fields of 
labour. We are inclined to think that 
the formidable character of our antag
onisms only duly impress the minds of 
men labouring among such a popula
tion ; but at the same time this con
sciousness of difficulty and opposition 
would seem to beget a faith and pur
pose which bring home the husband
men with sheaves and songs of rejoic
ing. The Nova Scotia and New Bruns- 
wick Conferences ought to find subject 
for serious and humiliating thought in 
the returns as they appear above.

The membership of the three Eastern 
Conferences is but a fraction more than 
that of Montreal, while the total of 
these four together is but a little more 
than one-third the entire membership 
of the Domimion. The preponderating 
weight, therefore, of voting, working 
pawer in our church is, and from the 
nature of things must continue to be, 
in the two Western Conferences. They 
are strong—it has been discovered ere 
this that they are too just and generous 
to use their strength to our disadvan
tage.

Our Sunday scholars are more nu
merous than our church-members. The 
increase m the Western Conferences is 
here again far beyond that of the East. 
There would seem to have been special 
gain in the London Conference, for 
which some reason may exist hidden 
from us at this distance. Altogether, an 
increase of 20,000 members and nearly 
7000 scholars in one year, shows a 
mighty arm at work somewhere—shows 
that Methodism under God is fulfilling 
its high mission among the population 
of this rising Dominion.

One other schedule will include all 
the information in our possesssion ;

CONGREGATIONAL ASPECTS.

by thousands of dollars, probably. It is 
a pity that the nominal value of pro- 
perty, so easily furnished from District 
schedules, could not be stated in all the 
Minutes. Without including Montreal, 
N. B. and P. E. Island, or Newfound
land, the property held is put down at 
$4,000,000. The hearers in the same 
bounds number about 300,000—shew
ing about $130 per hearer. This, taken 
as an average, would give the actual 
property value of the Methodist Church 
of Canada at about $6,000,000.

Comparing the receipts of the three 
Conferences East, whose Missionary 
returns are probably complete, we may 
anticipate a serious deficiency in Mon
treal, N. B. and P. E. Island, as also in 
Newfoundland. Nova Scotia has a 
handsome increase.

There is a gratifying proportion of 
hearers returned as members of the 
church, though our energies and pray
ers will not be moderated by the consi
deration that nearly three of every four 
hearers in our congregations have no in
timate relation to us, and, in the majo
rity of instances make no profession of 
religion. An unconverted multitude of 
more than 300,000 is something serious 
to have pending on a church’s con
science ! Out of these 300,000, more
over, we ought to reap a better harvest 
than two or three thousand a year, even 
allowing for the numbers who are re 
quired to fill up blanks caused by 
deaths and other causes.

Mr. Cornish is compiling tables, cov 
ering the record of four years in all the 
Conferences (the second of which we 
will publish nf xt week), so that we need 
not enter upon any quadrennial review.

ILLNESS OF REV G. M. BARRETT.

Wc are sorry to learn that this esteem, 
ed brother, Supernumerary, at Carleton" 
N. B., is ill. A correspondent says ;_

“ Mr. Barrett has been confined to the 
house ever since he returned from Confer
ence, from the effects of a fall he had at 
Sackville. It happened in this way; 
While returning to his lodgings from one 
of the night sessions of Conference, he 
struck his foot against the planks that 
cross the sidewalk to the entrance to the 
Episcopal Church, and fell his full length 
on the ground.

At first the injury was felt in the head 
and left side of the neck ; then it settled 
in his chest and left arm, the lower part 
of the arm becoming very much swollen. 
Then the right side of the neck became 
affected, and latterly he is having great 
pain in the small of the back. There are 
other painful symptoms also.

His health Is very much impaired, the 
appetite gone and the nervous system so 
shattered that he spends sleepless nights.

His chances of visiting England, his 
birth-place, are not in the near future.”

MEETING OF HYMN 
MIT TEE.

book com-

editorial NOTES.

One of our compositors made a minister 
vouch for Pain Killer as a remedy for 
consumption, in our columns last week. 
It should have been Hypophosphites. The 
error was made in setting up the notice

International Sunday School 
Wall Map.—We have before us awry 
excellent Wall Map of Palestine at the 
time of Christ. The general get up is 
very creditable ; being 60 by 40 inches in 
size, and containing tables of distances, 
height of mountains, and length of rivers, 
and is intended to illustrate the Interna
tional series of S. S. Lessons. The pub
lisher is M. A. Coudy, St. Louis, Mis
souri

Dr. Rigg has been elected President of 
the English Conference by the largest 
vote ever recorded there.

Conferences. Hearers. Value Churches
and Pars’nages.

Raised for 
Missions.

London
Toronto 
Montreal 
Nova Scotia
N. B. A P. E.

Island (say) 
Newfnlnnd

Totals,

134.185
127.031
76.316
40.162

*5,000 
33 186

1.786.775
1 -701-316
Not given 

566.230
Not given

Not given

37.832
23.524
22.183
11.463

6588

4754
445,879 106444

The returns for Missions are necess
arily imperfect, as not till late in the 
summer can some of the Western terri
tory complete its reports. The esti
mates given, therefore, from London 
and Toronto Conferences are defective

Requisites fob the Time.—Delegates 
to the General Conference cannot well do 
without a copy of the Journal of the pre
vious session at Toronto. Tbe Journal of 
the first General Conference is for sale at 
the Book Room—price 25 cents.

The Wesleyan will contain full re
ports of General Conference proceedings. 
It will be sent, as an inducement to new 
subscribers, daring the remainder of this 
year, for fifty cents. We shall be glad to 
add many new names to our lists.

The Minutes of the Nova Scotia Con
ference and the N. B. and P. E. T«Upd 
Conference are out. The Newfoundland 
Minutes will be out next week. These will 
be forwarded to any address at twenty 
cents each—fifteen cents each by the 
dozen. Bound copies of the six Confer
ences can be sent immediately if orders 
are sent daring next week.

Superintendents will oblige us by 
prompt attention to the lists of subscri
bers sent out this week. We have allowed 
two clear weeks before revising the lists. 
We are compelled to follow the instruc
tions furnished by circular in every in
stance where subscribers are delinquent. 
Onr ministers can help us to retain any 
who are behind. A word and a courteous 
hint just now will be very advisable. 
Where subscribers in arrears are not call
ed upon, they can easily get a Poet Office 
Order for two cents. But let it be re
membered that where any subscriber is 
■topped the fault will not be with the 
office. We follow instructions only.

Rev. J. Lathern has kindly sent us a 
letter upon the work of the Hymn Book 
Committee. It will appear next week, 
and taken with the article from Mr. Me- 
Murray’s pen in this issue, will furnish a 
very comprehensive view of the Commit
tee e aims, as well as indicate pretty clear
ly the prospects for a new Hymn Book. 
The work of this cemmittee is likely to 
become historic.

It will be seen by onr condensed news 
that two Sackville students have distin
guished themselves at the University ex
amination, Halifax. We congratulate 
both them, their parents and tutors. Mt. 
Allison holds its way well.

The readers of the Wesleyan have 
been informed, that the question of a new 
hymn book for the Methodist Church of 
Canada, has been under consideration. 
The inquiry is readily suggested, What 
necessity is there for a new Hymn Book t 
In reply to this question, it is necessary 
to say that, since the consummation of 
the union between the Wesleyan and 
New Connnexion Methodist Churches of 
Canada, two hymn books have been in 
use in the united church, and it is cer
tainly desirable to secure uniformity of 
worship in all our churches. For our own 
hymn book we are indebted to the Brit
ish Wesleyan Church ; but the copy right 
of their hymn book having expired, a new 
book has been issued in its stead differing 
materially from the one we have in use.

At our General Conference in 1874, 
two propositions were submitted relating 
to our hymnology ; one recommmending 
the issue of a cheap supplement for use 
until the next General Conference, the 
other in favor of revision, and the issue 
of a book to meet the growing necessity 
of Christian worship, the profits to be 
available for the benefit of the Connex 
ion. These propositions were referred to 
a committee, and received due considera
tion ; but there was not opportunity 
afforded during the session to mature ar
rangements for carrying out the recom
mendations suggested ; and, as a substi
tute for the report of committee, it was 
resolved to continue the hymn books then 
in use, and to appoint a committee on the 
subject, who should report at the opening 
of the next General Conference. It wifi 
thus be seen, from the several aspects of 
the question, that the present time is op- 
portune for the Methodist Church of Can
ada to have a hymn book of its own..

The hymn book committee, in its ful
filment of the duty assigned to it, and by 
the call of the President of the Gen
eral Conference, met on the morning 
of the 17th ultimo, in the city of Que
bec. This was as central a position, for 
the convenience of the brethren West 
and East, as could be selected. There 
were present the Revs. Dr. Ryerson, of 
Toronto, Dr. Douglas, of Montreal, Dr. 
Burwasb, of Coburgb, Dr. Stewart, of 
Sackville, Alex. Sutherland and E.H. De
wart, of Toronto, J. McMurray, of Wind
sor, J. Lathern, of Charlottetown, Wm. 
Williams, of Hamilton, J. Caswell, of 
London, and also the pastor of the church 
in which the committee was convened, the 
Rev. Le Roy Hooker, who was by a unan
imous vote invited to be present, and take 
part in the deliberations.

At the opening of the business, the 
President read letters from several breth
ren, lav and cleric, whose opinions are 
entitled to deference, suggesting the de
sirableness of allowing the hymn book 
now in use, to remain, either in whole or 
in part, unchanged. But a reference to 
the Journal of the General Conference 
satisfied the committee that this matter 
was not optional, as the resolution under 
which the committee was appointed clear
ly defines our duty to be to revise and 
to prepare materials for a new hymn 
book. No other course was open there
fore, but in the first place, to enter upoe 
the revision of the Wesleyan hymn book 
now in use among us. To this onerous 
and responsible undertaking the commit
tee applied themselves with painstaking 
assiduity, each day, with but brief inter
missions for dinner and tea, from 9 a. m. 
titl 10 p. m., daring the several days we 
were in session.

For their work in committee the breth
ren were not unprepared. They all had 
the advantage of a life-long acquaintance 
with the hymn book, and they cherished 
for it a great veneration on various 
grounds. There were its many sacred as
sociations, its glorious traditionl history 
reaching from the dawn of Methodism to 
the present day ; the truly spiritual and 
evangelical sentiment of its hymns ; the 
rich poetic excellence of most of them ; 
their rare exhibitions of Christian privil
ege and blessing ; the assistance they have 
given in leading sinners to the Saviour ; 
their incentives to fidelity in the Chris
tian life, and the abundant consolations, 
they are so well fitted to afford, to tempt
ed and suffering disciples of Christ. Nor 
is it to be forgotten that our hymns are
not limited in their precious|associations 
to members of our own communion. Many 
of them have been appropriated by all the 
churches, and will thus be hallowed in the 
memories of vaat multitudes of the re
deemed for ever. It was interesting, as 
our work was in progress, to hear of in
quiries from some of the members of our 
church in Quebec, as to.whether we would 
exclude such old hymns as “ Jeeu, lover 
of my soul,” and others held in like esti
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