
J

1851. THE WESLEYAN. <»>

liebill their prayer I hen will mil 
answered. The rich mail prayed for a sin­
gle drop of water— n very small request— j 
hm lie d d not olveiti ihe hixm he asked, j 
Mar you he anxious «0 pray now, that your ! 
prayer may lie heard and answered.

-------------------—

The Tits of Friendship.
Are you a brother t In what manner do j 

roil treat this relation ? Have the voices 
• bat were once pleasant to you lost their 
lone ? Have the cold and pitiless storms 
of the world frozen the current of your kin­
dred feelings within you; or have they lost 
their power, and wasted in selfish cares, and 
hollow, heartless formalities? • • O!
cherish, at home or abroad, the dear lies of 
kindred, and amid all the turmoil, and all 
the change of earthly pilgrimage, never, 
never, forget the obligations which they en­
tail upon you Summon hack the bright 
visions of boyhood. Call up the stream, 
the hill-mde, and the woodland—call him 
up whose face so often reflected the joyous- 
ness of your own, and whose hand at night 
warmly elapsed in yours—call up her
whose voice, like every sister’s voice, was 
around your sunny path like music—call up 
those who with you

• ------ “ played
Beneath the same green tree,
And every evening knelt and prayed 
Arguud one parent knee."

And though they may he far or near, 
though the ocean may separate, or the gras­
sy grave hide them from you—never in 
all the rush and shifting lights and shadows 
of existence, never forget that you are a 
brother.

Treatment of Children.
Some people do not govern and manage 

their children well because they have not 
the ability ; some because they do not 
know how ; and others because they are not 
willing to use the necessary thoughtfulness, 
and submit to the necessary self-denial, for 
such self-controtll as is necessary. For 
some of these difficulties there is no out­
ward and applicable reinedv ; others may 
he aided by a few simple reflections.

D.i not lay useless commands upon child­
ren and allow them to he violated. If a 
command is fit to be made it ought to he 
obeyed, and if it is not fit to be obeyed it 
ought not to be made. Many parents deem 
it incumbent on them, in order tu vindicate 
their authority over their children, to givç s 
great many u.-eless or absurd commands, 
without reflecting on their absurdity till they 
are carried out ; when they must stand be­
fore their children committed to a false po­
sition, to which they must adhere for the 
sake of authority or consistency, or recede 
from it fir the sake of common sense with 
the loss of their respect, or must suffer a si­
lent disobedience for the saute reasons with 
the loss of their authority.

Do not threaten punishment unsuiled In 
the case, nr which, from the nature of Ihe 
case, cannot he inflicted. Children soon 
learn what the real import of such threaten­
ing is ; and thus acquire contempt for I lie 
iiuihority of their parents, and learn the ha­
lm of falsehood at the same time.

Da not attach a threat of penalty to every 
command. Children might to obey their 
parents aud teachers liecatme they command 
them. A habit of obedience merely to avoid 
punishment is one of tne worst that can 
possibly be acquired. A child should learn 
to do what is right, because it is right.— 
This will be a correct rule for him now sud 
always.

Do not contract ■ habit of talking in 
scolding or objugatory manner to children. 
It discourages them from trying to please 
you, at the same time, that they will them­
selves contract a similar habit, to be exhib­
ited whenever their occasion shall come.— 
Prairie Farmer.

Citcrant.
Mental Science.

no. nit.

But what was the theory of morals adopted by 
these rejecters of uiind, referred to in the last 
number ? Herbert declared “ Tliat the indul­
gence of lust and anger is no more to be blamed 
than thirst or drowsiness." Hobbes, “ That 
every man has a right to all things, and may 
lawfully get them if lie can.” Uotingbroke, 
“ Tliat the chief end of mail is to gratify the a|e 
petitvs and inclinations of the flesh." Hume, 
unblushinglv asserts, “ that adultery must lie 
practised'," and Voltaire advocated the unlimited 
gratification of the sensual appetites. Thus, these 
materialists and infidels, both in their religion 
and morals, evinced the absurdity and wicked­
ness of rejecting mental philosophy, and the 
Christianity of the Bible. But did they demon­
strate the trick of their system lit death : Voltaire, 
when dying, endured horrors never to be express­
ed, and eien confessed to a Priçst, and signed

Infant Edotatioi.
A mother once asked a clergyman when 

she should begin the education of her child, 
which she told .hint was then four years 
old. •• Madam,” was the reply, " you 
have lost three years already. From the 
very first smile that gleams over an infant’s 
•cheek, ^our opportunity begins.”

his recantation of his former principles, llume, 
instead of meeting death with the calmness of a 

lilosopher, played the buffoon in tliat awful 
mr, proving, by his comic actions, his anxiety 

to drown serious thought. Diderot and Gibbon 
discovered the same anxiety, by deeply interest­
ing themselves in the most trifling amusements. 
The last hours of Paine were such as might have 
been expected from his previous immorality, infi­
delity, and unprincipled habits. During his pa­
roxysms of distress and pain he would sometimes 
invoke the name of that Jesus whom in his writ­
ings he had so fearfully blasphemed. At length 
he expired as if forsaken of both God and man. 
The conduct of these champions of infidelity, 
when leaving the world, proves that there was 
one spark of horror in their souls which all their 
philosophic efforts were unable to extinguish ! 
In health they were the antagonists of revelation, 
anil some of them, the utter rejectors of mental 
science ; but, in death, their conduct belied their 
professions and reiterated assertions ; tor they 
certainly gave indubitable evidence that they 
were in the p «session of souls, which they leared, 
if not believed, would survive the dissolution of 
the body ; and that the Gospel, with its divine 
author, they considered of greater importance, 
when on the borders of the grave, than tkiough 
life, they had been willing to admit. Were not 
this the ease, would Voltaire have cried out, in 
plaintive accents, “Oh Christ ! Oh Jesus Christ !” 
and then complain that he was abandoned of God 
and man ? Or would Paine have called ujion 
the name of the Saviour, aud then have exdaiiiM 
cd in dreadful agony of mind : “ I think I can 
say what they make Jesus Christ to say, — • My 
G oil, my G oil, why hast thou forsaken me ?’ ”

We must, however,admit tliat the whole system 
of religion and morals, as revealed in the Bible, 
lias an especial reference to man, considered as a 
spiritual being. He is not there dealt with as a 
meye mass of animated matter, designed to exist 
for a few months or years, and then to become 
extinct for ever. The religion presented for his 
consideration and attention, ami the morals aud 
duties enjoined u[ion him, ami to which lie is re­
quired to submit, at once convince him of the 
spirituality and immortality of his nature, as well 
as his accountability to the Great Author of his 
existence, and his capacity for either enjoyment 
or suffering. In that system, which is divine, be 
is treated as a compound being destined for a 
two-fold state of existence. Both its religion, 
morals, duties, threatonings and rewards,directly 
refer to man's mental nature, and are designed to 
teach him, tliat he is in the [wssession of a soul 
which will survive the death of the hotly. The 
worship which is due to his Maker, and which is 
absolutely obligatory upon him ; the duties which 
he owes to himself, to others, and to God, as well 
as the whole of revelation, —though having refer­
ence to his present state, and the various circum­
stances of life,—have an immediate relation to 
eternity and to the interests of his never dying 
spirit. With what overwhelming im[w>rtance, to 
every believer in mental science, who has proper 
philosophic and scriptural views of this momen­
tous sunjcct, must appear the language of Jesus : 
“ What shall it profit a man if be shall gain the 
whole world and lose his own soql ? Or what 
shall a man give in exchange for his Soul ?"

Mental Science is likewise of the utmost im­
portance in the whole of social and political life, 
TTie instruction, the government, the discipline, 
the reward* and punishments, the approval and 
disapproval, in the domestic circle, especially re­
fer to man’s mental nature. Hé is not instructed 
as if he were only a mass of animated flesh and 
blood, destitute of an immortal soul, but as a 
being possessed of an immortal spirit, 'flic pa­
rental or domestic authority is exercised, and 
rewards and punishments are imparted, on the 
ground df man’s rationality and accountability. 
He is not dealt with as mere organized matter,or 
as a mere machine, having no power but his 
ewn volitions and action ; but as a spiritual, con­
scious, free being, endowed with the liberty of 
choice, with power to act ; and, consequently, 
accountable for his actions, Upon what other 
principle can the education, restraints, chastise­
ments. aud acquittals, during bis minority, be

«•■counted for, or attended to ? Let then those 
w ho deny the existence of the human soul.inform 
us why it is tliat parents instruct their children 
differently to their domestic animals, reward 
and punish them for their conduct, and so fre­
quently manifest their pleasure or displeasure at 
tneir deportment ! Should they act towards 
their children as they do towards the brutes 
which surround them ? No ! This would ho 
preposterous. Mental Science, therefore, has 
an especial relation to the social circle .and forms 
the great leading feature of it ; and the social 
circle, or the effects resulting ltom it, have a 
particular (tearing on’ both the present and the 
future And it is only that instruction which is 
in accordance with the injunction of Solomon : 
“ Train up a child in the way he should go"—in 
the jiath, or course of life, in which Me should 
walk : and, ordinarily, “ when he is old, he will 
not depart from it,"—that can be really suitable 
to his mental nature, spiritual capaalticsand ever 
during existence ! »

t Gkoriik Johnson.
Point ile Putt, August 20, 1851.

Correspondence.
For the Wesley b u .

Pastoral Letters, No. 2.
To the Members of the Wesleyan Jlible ( 'lass, 

Harrington.
(Concluded.)

4. Unite, salism is a dangerous error to the 
influence of which vou may lie exposed. Uni- 
versafistn is certainly sKMl-lxrinci.; for it dis­
believes and denies all the Bible says about the 
future punishment of the wicked. But you know 
that it is a doctrine most clearly taught in the 
Scriptures, that the happiness of the righteous 
and the punishment of the wicked are the same 
as to duration; for you read Matthew xxv. 46 ; 
“ And these shall go into everlasting punishment, 
and the righteous into life eternal." 1 have ex­
plained to you in our Bible Class tliat the word 
in the original is in both members of the sentence 
the same word.

But the error by which you art most fikelv to 
lie influenced is on the subject of Christian Bap­
tism. This is not a dangerous error; neverthe­
less the view that is taken of it by many around 
you is certainly erroneous. For you hear it al­
most constantly asserted ; that the word “ Baji- 
tize" has only one meaning, and tliat is, to im­
merse or it i/i : that our blessed Lord was im­
mersed ; and some in the exuberance of their 
knowleilgt and zeal ; will tell how he •* went down 
the banks oj the Jordan," and was “ buried in the 
liquid grave.” You are also most confidently 
told that the Eunuch was immersed ; and that 
“ immersion is the way. add the only way.”

My dear young friends let me beseech you 
never take rant lor argument ; or the Imre as­
sertion of any man for scripture doctrines.

The subject of Baptism we have frequently 
held up in our Bible Classes And you will rc- 
memlier that we It ivc shewn ;

1. That it is not correct that the word Baptize 
is confined to one meaning ; that it has many 
meanings, and one of its meanings is certainly to 
sprinkle. Sprinkle is thé'meaning of baptize in 
1 Cor x. 1, 2. “ All our fathers were under the 
cloud, and all passed through the sea ; and were 
all Imptizcd unto Moses in the cloud awl in the 
sea-’, You must certainly see tliat the Israelites 
could not be (lipped or immersed in the “ cloud" 
because it was over their heads ; nor could thev 
lie dipped in the sea ;,fbr its “ waters were a wail 
unto them, on their right hand, and on their 
left," Exodus xiv. 22. It is evident the haptisut 
the Israelites had in the sea, was by sprinkling ; 
for the Psalmist when referring to that event 
says, “ 'ITie clouds jswred out water." Psalms 
Ixxvii. 17.

The manner in which our Uedecmer was Imp- 
tized, is not described or stated in the New Tes­
tament. Still we are not left without Informa­
tion on this subject. And to understand it you 
must remvmlier our blessed Lord was not 
baptized for the purjKw for which we are bap 
lized ; or for which Christian baptism is adminis­
tered ; that is for admission into the Church, for 
he was received into the church by the then ex­
isting rite of circumcision, see l.uke ii 21. The 
baptism of our l»rd was his consecration to the 
Priesthood, and it was to he done in his ease as 
the Divine law required Jewish Priests to lie 
baptized,; for said the foiviour unto John ;— 
“ Suffer it to he so now ; for thus it lieeometli us 
now to fulfil all righteousness." Mat. iii. 15 ; 
which sentence must mean, “ l>o it as the law 
requires” ; and this consecration by baptism as 
required by the law of Moses, was by sprinkling 
for it is written : Num. viii. 6, 7. Take the I>P 
vites from among the Children of Israel, and 
cleanse them. And thus shall thou do unto 
them to cleanse them, sprinkle water of purifica­
tion upon them.” Here is therefore the strong­
est reason to believe that our Lord was baptized 
by sprinkling.

The assertion that the Eunuch was baptized by 
immersion is nothing but unfounded conjecture. 
There is nothing in the narrative that would lead 
an unprejudiced jierson to conceive tliat he was 
immersed, for certainly ‘‘izoing into the wale 1 "

1 is not what is meant by immersion. It was “ a 
desert,’' and there is no reason to suppose that 

! there was water enough for immersion. More­
over he was reading a passage in the Prophet 

j Isaiah, where the word sprinkle occurs. For the 
commencement of the paragraph is Isaiah Iii. 13;
“ Behold my servant shall deal pnekntly, ho 
shall he exalted and extolled and be very high": 
and in v. 13, we read, “ So slwsll he sprinkle ma­
ny nations." The word sprinkle was Wore the 
hiunueh as he was sitting in his chariot, reading 
“ Esalas the Prophet" : and it was doubtless this 
that induced him to say to Phillip, “ See water, 
what doth hinder inc to lie baptised." ,

The inference then is, that I lie Eunuch was not 
dipped or immersed but sprinkled ; and the ditty 
you sometimes hear,—“ 1 he silver stream ran

fable.
voung friends, I commend 

to the word of his grace" ; at­
tend the ministry of the word, and all the ordi­
nances of religion regularly ; strive constantly to 
increase your stock of knowledge ; let your ex­
ternal deportment tie consistent with the laws of 
our holy Christianity ; live to God by prayer, 
and at five to be useful in whatever situation Di­
vine Providence inav place you: and that I may 
meet you all in Heaven at last is, and shall be 
the prayer of your late Pastor and slill your af- y 
fectionate friend. V

William Wilson. 
Yarmouth, June 16, 1831.
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full in sight should he treated as a |-oetie 
And now ray dear voung friends, I conn 

you to “ God and to the word of his

Kor the Wesley

Barrington Circuit
Death, the offspring of sin, the foe of man and 

the universal conqueror of the world aud j ot the 
sanctified friend ami Iwrbinger of everlasting fe­
licity to the dead who die in the Lord, has visit­
ed us on this Circuit in several instances, during 
the past few weeks. Mrs. Wilton, the beloved 
wife of Mr. Geo. Wilson, fell suddenly dead 
while engaged in the affairs of domestic lifa.— 
Fourteen years ago 1 knew her as Miss Bell of 
Shelburne; and was intending to call upon her 
a)sHit the very lime when 1 heard of her uaex- 
iweted death.’ She was beautiful in her person, 
intelligent in lier leind, amiable and courteous in 
her manners, hospitable to strangers, pitiful and 
kind to the poor ami afflicted, benevolent to, and 
an active promoter of good institutions, A kind 
friend, a good neighbour, a social companion and 
a dutiful affeclionatu and faithful wile and parent. 
These intellectual and moral graces which en­
deared her to her tauiily and friends, will long 
live in their remembrance, but the fluting glory 
disapiM-ars, the short-lived beauties die away. 
(> ! ’lis grace alone tliat can under such aSlieted 
circumstances enable us to say

lot «Mme» blast, end death devour.
If heaven must reci«n|ien«e our pain»:
IVri-li the grew, and fade the flower,
If llrm the Word of Uod remain».

By her .sudden death we are reminded (and 
the living need such remembrances) that in the 
midst of life we are in death, and by it wo are 
(siwcrfull)’ addressed. Be yo also ready for i* 
such an hour as ye think not, the 800 of Man 
comet h.

Mrs. Smith, a woman of 25 year* of age died 
ol consumption a few days ago, but died in the 
blessed Iuijm* of a glorious life beyond death and 
the grave. About fourteen years ago, when for a 
few weeks I supplied the place ol the Rev. Mr 
Kwiwlan on this circuit, I visited the rtrideoce 
of the deceased, and invited her to a class meet­
ing. She immediately availed herself of the pri­
vilege ami was found that self-same day among 
them that feared the Lord and spoke often one 
to another. She soon felt that “ the J«orU 
hearkened and heard,” for in a little while she 
too could sav with them, “ Come all ye that fear 
God ami I will udl you what He hato done for 
my soul.” We may learn from the above cir­
cumstances which occasioned hpr conversion to 
God, the ditty of enquiring into the spiritual state 
of our people and furthering the gracious desires 
of the well <|i»iioec<l by inviting or leading them 
to a class meeting—a meeting which the Lord 
the Spirit lias made the. means of the conversion 
and final salvation of tlkiuiaml*. And, allow me 
to add, a means that will ever be prized and 
faithfully attended (excepting lawful hindrance») 
by all pious Methodist». A back-sliding hoart 
and a worldly-minded spirit leads to olsrelisb, 
vain excuse and neglect. The deceased conti­
nued faithful to God, and to the people of her 
conversion ami choice until the end. * Her path 
was that of the shining light which shineth more 
and more to the perfect <lay.’ She manifested 
during lier Illness a vigorous faith—an ardent 
and quenchless love, and a blooming hope ; and 
thus shewing to all around that ’lis religion that 
can give sweetest pleasure» while we live. Tis 
religion that can supply solid comfort when we 
die. The Lord seemed so near to her that she 
requested that none would watch with her. “ 1 
am not alone—I have plenty of company with 
me. Jesus bids me come. Angels beckon me 
away, and stand ready to carry me away to the 
Paradise of God," were the substance of her last 
expressions to her husband and friends. Her 
death, or rather lier sleep in Jesus was improved 
by an address Iron, the sc. Psalm ami 1st verse ; 
words expressive of the faith and of the abiding


