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Munro’s. I never had any differente with 
prisoners. I never said I would wait in 
town and see these people hanged, or any 
thing like it.

3rd Isabella Macrae, sworn—I am 
daughter of loot witness, and live with 
her. 1 know prisoners. I knew deceased, 
and remember the day he was hurt. I 
was in piisoneis* house one evening, not 
long before this. 1 heard prisoner Mary 
say, in her husband's presence, 
tempt deceased over tneir fence, and she 
would draw back till she got to her door, 
and she would take a gnu or pistol and 
shoot him, and leave him deal at the 
door, and then she would eo for two men 
to see how far he had followed her into 
the door yard ; that her husband would be 
a witness for her, but she cou'd not be for 
him. I told her to take care ot herself, or 
something to that effect.

Oross examined—We were on good terms 
with the prisoners. I was not at her house 
after this conversation, before the fight. 1 
do not remember being in the house after 
it. I spoke to her on the road. I did not 
think much of this at the time. She would 
talk in this boasting style of what she 
would do.

4th. William Johnson, sworn—I live 
about 100 rods from Munro’*, in the same 
township, since the 27th March last. I 
remember deceased being injured. I saw 
the prisoners that day, about four in the 
afternoon. They were coming along the 
road from their place. She had a gun, and 
he was trailing a scythe. She said, “Wil­
liam, Munro’s dead. I lifted up the 
scythe and struck him on the head, and 
that would not do, and I struck him 
again. 1 did not mean to hit him on the 
head, I meant to hit him on the neck and 

his head off!” She made 
with the gun at my neck, to show me 
what she meant. I said it was 
too bad. She said she could not 
help doing it. Then they went on. 
I followed and saw them both at 
dames Macrae’s. Prisoner Richard had 
the gun, and the scythe was on the table. 
James Macrae came iu. Prisoner Mary 
asked him about deceased, and he t »ld her 
deceased was pretty badly hurt, and they 
did not think he would get over it. She 
replied, “God Almighty increase hispaio!” 
She spoke mos’ly on these two occasions. 
He said little ; he was standing close by 
her.

inquest was taken. Prisoner Mary had 
been arrested the preceding Saturday. I 
enquired for the scythe. One of the pris* 
oners got it. 1 then enquired for the gun 
and cot it ; and a man who was sitting at 
the door had the pistol. I took the scythe, 
and it was carried tff by some person—I 
don’t know a bo—as 1 was stopping at a 
tavern on my way to Belleville ; 1 have 
not been able to recover it.

DEFENCE.

To ffie Excellency Viscount Lord MoNCK, 

Governor General of British North Am 
erica, and Captain General and Gover 
nor in Chief of the Piovincesof Canada, 
New BrunswYk, Nova Scotia, and the 
Island of Prince Edward, &c.,
in Council assembled :

The Petition of the undersigned, respect­
fully sbeweth :—
That two persons, named Ay 1 ward (man 

and wife, were found guilty of murder at 
the last assii ?s for the County of Hast- 
ings, aud were sentenced to be banged on 
the Sib day of December next, by His 
Loidship, Chief Justice Draper, who tried 
the esse

That, just before the trial took place, a 
man named Moorman was tried attliesame 
assizes for causing the death of a person 
named Taylor, ana, contrary to all expecta 
tions, Moorman was acquitted; people were 
astonished, sud it is believed that the sur- 
ptise created in this community on account, 
of that trial, caused the conviction of the 
Aylwards.

That these Utter persons have three 
young children, including a child at the 
breast.

That they and the person (Munro) who 
lost bis life, are settlers in a new tract of 
•ountry called the Hastings Road, and 
resided, at the time of this occurrence, a 
distance of 150 miles from Belleville, the 
county town, at a place where there is no 
law, no magistrates ; where every one 
thinks it proper to defend his supposed 
rights by the strong hand ; and it wai 
there that the affray occurred, in which 
Munro eventually lost his life.

That your petitioners, therefore, respect­
fully represent, that from the strong 
recommendation to mercy by the jury, aud 
from the very peculiar circumstances of 
the case, thal Your Excellency in Couucil 
will be graciously pleased to commute the 
sentence of death imposed on the prisoners, 
inasmuch as their lives, if taken, will not 
atone for that of Munro, while their little 
children will be left fatherless, motherless, 
and friendless iu a strange country and a 
strange land.

And your petitioners, as in duty bound, 
will ever pray.

(Signed,) Robert Reid (Honorable), 
aud 39 others.

| Copy.]
ivkllkville, 22nd November, 1862. 

The Honorable the P.oviucial Secretary 
Sir,—I have the honor to transmit 

hirewith another petition iu the case o| 
“The Queen vs. Aylwaid*,” signed by thu 
wife and son of the deceased, and to re­
quest that you will lay the same beforw 
His Excellency the Governor General.

May 1 ask you to communicate to m*\ 
as counsel for the prisoners, the result of 
the consideration which His Excellency 
the Governor General will arrive at in 
the matter of the petitions, aud that sas 
soon as his ( pinion may 1 e expressed.

1 have the honor to be, Sir, 
Yourobtdieut servant, 

(Signed,) John Finn* 
S. O.—Acknowledged, 24th Novembtt* 

1662.

them away with him. When I rose with 
the pistol, I saw the ptisc.er Mery about 
11 or 12 yards away, at tt«- place where I 
left prisoner Richard and J.evased scuill- 
ing for the gun. 1 did not rii*n eee de­
ceased, nor did I see her until 1 turned, 
having picked up the pistol. I could not 
say whether she had anything in her 
hand ; I was frightened. After 1 got into 
the house, deceased came in ; he was cut 
on the left aide of the head aud in the 
arms ; he was bleeding much. The cut 
was above the left elbow. He had no coat 
on ; was iu his shirt sleeves. Deceased 
never went out of the house again, and he 
died in 11 or 12 days.

Cross examined—This piaee of p 
la not on the Hastings R..ad, li is on a 
road thal crosses the Hastiugs Roid. They 
had a clearing, and some wheat aowu that 
spring, I believe, not long sown before 
this occurrence. Our two bouses are about 
2$ acres apart. Uur house is to the west 
of theirs. Uur hens were over in pris< n- 
ere’ wheat. Deceased and I went to pris­
oners* house. Deceased was angry at 
prisoner Richard shooting at his bene more 
than I was. 1 saw prisoner Mary in the 
house, and her children—two were run 
ning about, and there was a baby. We did 
not enter the house. Deceased did not 
ask me to go with him ; I went of my own 
accord. I followed a little after deceased, 
not directly with him The first I heard 
was prisoner Richard saying to deceased, 
“Go away,” and deceased replied, “Not 
till he could get the hen, or knew what 
had been done with it.” Prisoner Richard 
denied shooting the hen,but said he wished 
he had. Deceased said, “Perhaps they’re 
on now.” Then prisoner Richard took the 
gun. I did not see him put any thing in 
it. We then walked abreast to the wheat 
field. Prisoner Richard was on deceased 
right hand, and he had the gun in his own 
right hand. We went ab >ut 1} or 2 acres.
I eaw prisoner turn with the gun. I did 
not see deceased first try to get hold of it. 
Prisoner had not the gun up to his shoul­
der. I did not see him try to pull the 
trigger. Then deceased seized the gun. 
They tussled and wrestled. Deceased was 
the oldest and strongest, I think. 1 d;d 
not see either of them fall. I did not see 
deceased seize hold of prisoner Richard, 
but he tried to take the gun from him. I 
did not interfere. I was 8 or 10 feet from 
them. I don’t know whether the gun was 
cocked. I believed deceased life was in 
danger. Prisoner R chard got the gun at 
last Prisoner R chord was drawing back, 
and deceased kept hold of the gun, fol 
lowing him. I never said to anybody that 
deceased had threatened prisoners. Pris­
oner Richard took a pistol from kis p 
with his right band, holding on to tn 
with hie left. Deceased kicked the pistol 
out of prisoner Richard’s hand. It was in 
bis right trowser pocket. A double bar 
relied rifle pistol, the barrel 4 or 5 inches 
long. I ran for the pistol, and picked it 
up ; and as I rose, prisoner Richard was 
about 2 feet from me, right before me. I 
had turned round, with the pis‘ol in my 
hand. Prisoner Richard then stepped 
back. I threw myself at his feet 
before he etepped back. 1 did not 
catch hold of him, nor try to. When I 
threw myself on my knees, I stooped a 
little forward. I was not lookiog at him. 
Wh«n he fired he had the gun light on my 
back,—resting on my back—and he fired.
I had no vest on ; I was in my shirt 
sleeves. When deceased came in, I did 
not tell him 1 was shot. The doctor came 

_ , . 0/W4 some days after deceased wae wounded. I
_ Toronto, 23 rd October, Ih62. had n6ver heard deceased say it was his own 

Sir,—I have the honor to enclose, for fault—that these people ought not to be 
the information of His Excellency the prosecuted. The coroner came a few days 
Governor General in Council, a report of ,f,er my father's death. . I cannot exactly 
the evidence, verdict and sentence in the 8ay how many days after , deceaied had 
caae of the Queen against R chard Ay lward not lung been buried. P.iscners were in 
and Mary Aylward,charged wnh the mur- their own house when deceased died, 
der of William Munro. They did not leave the country. My

The jury accompanied thur verdict mother is living ; not here. I had not 
with a strong recommendation to mercy. heeu on very Kood ,erma with prj80ners. 
They offered no reason for the recommen- We passed one another without speaking, 
dation, and I cannot pretend to explain I never played tricks with them, nor with 
upon what Ground their recommendation a 8prinK ,hat wa8 near, i did not speak to 
was founded. them when I and deceased went over to

The prisoners areboth ordered for exe- prisoners. I carried the pistol home, it 
cution on Monday, the 8th December waa not COcked then. I never pointed it 
next. I shall be glad to hear that this at prisoner. 1 never fired it. 1 know it 
report reachea you. was loaded ; there was something in it: it

I have the honor to be, Sir wae capped.
Your obedient humble Servant, 2nd. Mart Ann Macrae,
(Signed,) Wm H. Draper just a lot from the prisoners, in another 

1 he Honorable the Provincial Secretary, township. I remember deceased being 
1 Indictment far Murder injured The prisoners were at my piece 

„ I °f Munro, the week before that with a scythe. They
Richard Aylward y at the Township of were grinding it. Oue of my children 

I Monteagle, on the 16r/i ykyj Prisoner Richard whether he was 
Mart Altward. J May, 1862. going haying. He replied, yes ; he was

Id, Alexander Munro, sworn—I live going haying. There was no grass then, 
on the town lne between Monteagle and There wa8 a lltlle 8n0watUt left Prisoner 
Wicklow, and nave lived.there mice the Mary dld not 8peaki she turned the 
loth May, 1861. The prisoner came two grindstone, and he ground. I think they 
months later to live on the opposite side 8aid lt wa8 Manro>8 8cythe. I did not see 
of the road. The deceased is my father, the scythe again until the inquest. Priaon- 
We were on good terms witn the prisoners e„ came to our house the day deceased 
when they first came. There were, after was hurt. She had the gun, and loaded it 
a while, a few little differences between at the end of our stable. He bad the 
us. I never heard the prisoners complain 6cythe. She said she had cut the head off 
of our fowls before the 16th May last. On the old man, and that Richard had shot 
that day, about 4 p. m., I and deceased Alkk. I told her, “Surely that wasn’t the 
heard a shut, apparently fired on prison- truth." She said it was, and showed me
era lot. We went home, and mother tail the ecythe# She held the edge up to me,
one of our hern - was missing, Deceased a„d 8howed me the blood on it. The edge 
and I went over. Prisoner Richard told 0f the scythe waa tumid where the blood 
deceased to go away. Deceased said he wa8i She gave ihe scythe to him, and 
would not till he got the hen. Prisoner took the gun and put a cap on it ; and 
Richard was standing inside at his own then my boy came in and told her to go 
door; be said be did not shoot the hen, out of the house, and they went away, 
but he wished he had. Deceased said, The scythe was, 1 think, the one they had
perhaps they re on, now ; and prisoner ground ; it had a piece off the point. I
Richard took a gup, and we all three observed tbi« on both occasions. I went to 
went into his field. We went west. Munro’s about 4 o’clock. I found him 
Prisoner’s house fronts to the south ; lying on the floor, fainted ; blood all over 
on the west is a gable end. The field was, the floor, and part half full of blood and 
I think, sown with wheat, 1 hen prisoner water. He had a cut across the top of hie 
Richard turned, with the gun towards head, from which blood was flowing, and 
deceased, and deceased caught hold of it. his arm was cut. He did not apeak. He 
They were close together, ihe muzzle of 8poke the third day after that, when l 
the gun towards deceased. Prisonor Rich- Weut there. Two days after that, he said 
ard took a pistol out of his pocket with to me he did not think he would live, he 
his right hand. Deceased knocked it out waa 80 weak. He died on the tenth or 
of hia hand, and told me to get it. I twelfth day after he waa huit. I aaw him 
asked where it was. Deceased said it waa every day after, till he died. He was hurt 
behind me. I weut for it, found it, and 0n the 16th, and died on the 28th. From 
rose with it in my hand. It was 11 or 12 the second conversation, he always told me 
yards from where deceased struck it from he would not live ; from that time he 
prisoner Richard’s hand. When I rose, always expressed his expectation of dying; 
prisoner Richard was standing near me always spoke of himself as a man about 
with the gun to his left shoulder, pointed to die, but he did not give any account of 
towards me. I threw myself at his feet, how he was injured. I eaw Margaret 
on my knees. He etepped back and fired, Munro the same day the transaction took 
and hit me in my back, over the left place.
shoulder. I was on my knees, leaning Cross examined—We came out this last
forward. I ran home directly. The gun winter from Lower Canada. I have been 
was loaded with cut lead ; 26 pieces were upwards of 22 years in this country. The 
taken out of me. As we were going to prison*!» came to our place after dinner, 
the field, deceased said to prisoner Our houses are a quarter of a mile apart. 
Richard, he did not mind his shooting his They continued on their owp place after 
hens, if in his wheel, if he did not take deceased died. I am no relation of

STORY OF THB AYLWARDS.
TMe Judicial Murder of 8th 

Decembers 1888»

A Never - to-be • forgotten Epistle of 
Blood In Canadian Annuls.

•he would
Joiin Rous, sworn—I live on a lot join­

ing the Hasiiig* Road. I knew deceased, 
and saw him after he was injured, on the 
fifth day after, as near as 1 «understood. 
1 had a conversation with him. He said 
he felt very bad ; that he did not expect to 
live. I advised him to have pmoners 
arrested

In the oourie of his speech on the 
motion proposed by Mr. Landry (Mont- 
magny) condemnatory of the execution 
of Riel, Mr. Curran made reference to the 
execution of the Aylwarda in 1862, one 
of the most red handed acts of infamy 
ever perpetrated in this country, for, 
notwithstanding all statements to the 
contrary, the indictment was unjustifi­
able, the trial unfair, the verdict mons­
trous. Aud though official denials were 
secured, it is to this day believed that 
the female prisoner was at the time of 
the execution bearing child. Never in 
the annals of Russian or Mussulman 
atrocitiy was a darker deed perpetrated 

the execution of these unfortunate 
people. And it uns done to placate the 
Orangemen. On what day ? On the feast 
of tks Immaculate Conception of the Blessed 
Virgin Mary, 1862. The Premier of that 
time, whose Government waa responsible 
for this foul ^outrage on humanity, was 
the Hon, John Sand field Macdonald, 
whom Mr. Curran’e friends, the Orange­
men of Ontario—the men who applaud 
his last speech in Parliament—afterwards 
supported as Premier of Ontario. The 
lion, member for Centre Montreal in his 
speech in the House of Commons of 
March 15 th last, said :

“The hon. gentleman, Mr. Cameron 
Huron, spoke m the first instance wild 
respect to the legality of the trial. He 
agrees with the hon. member for Rou 
ville (Mr. Gigault) that the trial was not 
a fair one.

“I say on this occasion that I am sur­
prised to find a gentleman calling him 
self a lawyer who pretends to say that a 
trial can be legal without being fair. 
What is the test of fairness î Tne only 
test of fairness is that which is estab­
lished by law ; you cannot go beyond 
that ; the judge cannot go beyond the 
law, and if a man has had the lull benefit 
of the law—for the law as it stands on 
the statute book is the test or fairness— 
he has had a fair trial.”

This from an Irish Catholic gentleman 
is an extraordinary statement. Does 
not Mr. Curran know that the history of 
Ireland is darkened with the record of 
trials legal but not fair, and he cannot 
surely be ignorant that the history of 
Canada is not free from the same shadow.

rlsonere’

. I proposed fetching 
He said, “No ; it was no use.” lie taid he 
bad no business interfering with pris mere; 
this was in answer to my advising him to 
have them arrested.

Cross tuimined—He was lying in his own 
shanty, on the west side, on a bed. Hie 
•on Alexander was in the house, and 
deceased’s wife. I live about 1 J miles 
from the house. I did not ask deceased 
how he got hurt. I had heard from neigh 
bore what had happened : that deceased 
had a bit of a quarrel with the prisoner 
Richard, aud deceased had g it hurt. 
Decea-ed did not say he had interfered with 
prisoners, end did not tell me what hap­
pened. Ho was pretty bod.

a doctor.

(Copy. |
To His Excellency Lord Viscount Monck* 

Governor General of British North 
America Ac., &c , As.

May it Please Your Excellency .
The undersigned widow and ..f the 

late William Munro, who wap kid by 
Mary Aylward, in May last, mom humbly 
aud earnestly pray Your Excellency tu 
exercise your Riyal prerogative of mercy 
in behalf of the convicts, Richard and 
Mary Aylward, who now lie under sen­
tence of death at Belleville, by commut­
ing the said sentence into one of iuiprie- 
oniuent iu the Provincial Penitentiary for 
life, or such term as to Your Excellency 
may seem un e*, and your most humide 
servants shall ever pray that the Almighty 
may shed hia choicest blessings upon Yout 
Excellency.

REPLY.
Alexander Munro, re called—[ was 

present when the conversation took 
place between deceased and John Rous. 
Deceased asked him to go for 
the Indian doctor, and Rous said 
he would go the next morning. I was 
there all the time Rous was. I did 
hear Rous propose that deceased should 
have prisoners arrested, nor did deceased 
make any such answer. The thanty is 18 
by 20 feet.

Cross examined—Rons was there an hour 
or more. 1 was not able to stir out of 
bed. 1 was only 9 or 10 feet from 
deceased's bed.

cut a gesture (Signed.) Chrybunia ft Mvnhc
inaik

Alexander Munro.
not

[Copy |
1 hereby certify that the within 

memorial was signed in my presence, on 
the 16th of November, by the widow and 
son of the late William Munro : the 
memorial having hsen first read and 
explained to both. Also, that the memorial 
was suggested by a upon tan vous expression 
of regret on the part of the widow and 
son at the approaching execution of the 
convicts.

I decline to receive evidence of what 
deceased had said respecting the prisoners, 
or either of them,—not being said in their 
presence—unless it could he shown that 
the prisoners were aware of it before the 
struggle took place ; since, whatever it 
might he, it could not have inti ienced the 
prisoners’ conduct if they were in ignor­
ance of it.

Verdict—“Guilty strongly
mended to mercy.

Sentence—To be executed on M mday 
the 8th December, 1862.

(Signed,) Wm. II. Draper, C. J. C. P.

(Signed,) M. P. Ha yen, 
Govt. Agent. Hast 114s It >ad, B.lleviiU*» 
Monteagle, 15.h Nov., 1862.

[c°py .1
To His Excellency the Right Honorable 

Charles Stanley, Viscount Monk, 
Governor General aud Governor in 
Chief of the Provinces of Canada, New 
Brunswick, Nova Scotia, and the Island 
of Prince Edward, &c., &c, Ac., in 
Council.
The Petition of the undersigned, humbly 

bheweth
That at the late assizes for this county, 

Richard Aylward and Mary Aylward, his 
wife, were tried and convicted of the crime 
of murdering one William Munro, and 
sentenced by His Lordship, Chief Justice 
Draper, vho presided as Judge on that 
occasion, to be executed on the 8th day of 
next December,

That the j iry who sat upon the trial of 
the case, found the prisoners guilty, with a 
strong recommendation to mercy.

That there waa no positive or direct evi­
dence against the prisoners, wi h the 

ptiou of statements immul ately made 
by the female prisoner, Mary Alyward, 
after the scuffle between the deceased and 
the prisoners ; statements which your 
petitioners fi inly believe to have beeu 
made by her in a m >ment of excitement, 
aud when she wa$ in a passion, not know 
ing what she was doing or saying, a id 
only for which, as before stated, there was 
no evidence agiinst either of the prison

Cross examined— lam a relative of Mary 
Ann Macrae : she is mv aunt. Prisoner 
Mary did not appear to be excited, lt was 
about 4 p. m., about three quarters of a 
mile from their pince. 1 was sitting on a 
log by the roadside when she spoke to me.
I was in their house when she was arrested 
on the Saturday week after deceased got 
hurt. He was hurt on a Friday. I have 
not been in the bowse since, lt was the 
Saturday after deceased died that she was 
arrested. I stop at my uncle’s. 1 have 
no house of my own. I never had the 
slightest trouble with the prisoner Mary.
I heard that she got a warrant for me, but 
I never saw it.

6th. Margaret Glen, sworn—I live 
near prisoners, 1 î miles off, iu Monteagle. 
I remember deceased being iijured. I 
met prisoner Mary on the road after de- 
ceased was hurt and before his death. She 
was just outside her door. Sue took hold 
of my arm and told me to cime and see 
where the fight was—to come and see the 
cut In Muuro’s hat. 1 walked a short 
distance aud saw the hat, aud would not 
go further. I said it would give her a 
great deal of trouble. She said it would 
give her no trouble, that, if it was to do, 
she would do it again. Her husband was 
not present.

Cross-examined—This was a few days 
after the fight.

6th. TheofhilusGolder, sworn—I live 
on the branch road, 13 mites fiom de­
ceased. After deceased was hurt, I went 
to prisoner’s house—the morning the in­
quest wa= held, 1 think, or the morning 
before. I saw the prisoner Mary. She 
said she was glad “Old Baldie” was dead ;

[Copy I
BelleviLLRw27ih November, 1802. 

The Honorable the Provincial Secretary ?
Sir,—1 have the honor to transmit 

herewith a petition which I received last 
evening, and which has been signed in the 
place where the mur 1er was committed,— 
in rs Aylwards. 1 hope you will lay it 
bnfoie the Governor Ornerai. I see that 
it is signed by some of the witnessve who 
appeared on bihalf of the Grown.

1 have the honor to be, Sir,
Your obedient servant, 

(Signed,]

recom

ocket
egun

[Copy. J
Secretary's Office.

Quebec, 28th October, 1862.
Sir —I have had the honor to receive, 

and lav before His Excellency the Gover­
nor General, your letter of the 23rd 
instant, concerning a report on the case of 
the convicts, Rich rd and Mary Aylward, 
convicted of murder at the last Assizes for 
the county of Hastings, and sentenced to 
be executed on the 8th December next.

1 have the honor to be, Sir,
Your mori obedient Servant, 
(Signed.) E. A. Meredith, 

Assistant Secretary.

John Finn.
[Copt]
To Ills Excellency the Right Honorable 

Charles Stanley, Viscount Monck, 
Governor General of British North 
America. A A Ac,, in Council.
May it Please Your E 
We, the undersigned, residents on tfifj 

Haditigi R ial, humbly approach V 
Excellency in Council, on benalf of the 
unfortunate Richard Aylward and lus 
wife, Mary Aylward, who have beeu Lund 
guilty of the murder of William Munro, 
and for which crime the sentence of death 
has been passed by the honorable Judge 
at the late Belleville A sizes. They are to 
die on the b'.hof December next.

We, therefore, hurab'y plead that. Your 
Excellency may b) graciously pleased to 
spare their lives and reduce the sen"once 
to imprisonment for life,or to transporta' 
lion t) s one distant laud, 
plea but. mercy.

(8 gued,)

But if he ahould be, we propoae to eu- 
lighten him, by the publication of the 
following official papers in reference to 
the Aylward massacre, upon which the 
Minister of Cuttoms m ty further en­
lighten him :
[Copy.]

vice Xt'*Lt.RNCY :

[Copy j 
ÉEJ- ELLKViLi.E, lith November, 1862 

The Honorable the Provincial Secretory :
Sir,—I herewith transmit a petition, 

for the consideration of Hia Excellency the 
Governor General, in the case of the 
Q-ieen vs Richard Alyvard aud his wife, 
who were tried at the late ass'zes fur this 
ciunty, and eentenccd to be executed on 
the 8th proximo.

The petition is numerously signed by 
all classes of our community, aud of all 
denominations, including many of the 
first and leading men of our county. It is 
to he hoped it will have the effect set forth 
in its prayer ; for it is believed that the 
ends of justice in this case, at all events, 
will be conserved by the commutation of 
the sentence passed upon those unfortu­
nate persons

I would remark, thxt another petition 
goes down by the same mail which con­
veys this one. One which is signed by the 
former Pastor of the prisoners, and by 
persons, all of whom reside in the county, 
upon the Hastings Road and Madoc—the 
latter being the nearest market place to 
where the prisoners resided, and where 
they are well known. The petition is* 
signed on both sides, and the fact that it 
was signed in the country will account for 
this. I hope it will not be rejected on 
this account. You will please lay both 
petitions before His Excellency, who, 1 am 
confident, will lose no lime in giving 
them that attention and consideration 
which Ihe importance of the case demands. 
May I ask you to acknowledge receipt.

I have the honor to be, Sir, 
Your obedient servant, 

(Signed,) John Finn.
S. Ü—Acknowledged, 14th, Nov. 1862.

VI".

That Alexander Munro, son of the 
deceased, would not nor did not swear who 
lt wai that inflicted the fat.l blow, 
would any of the other witne^es who 
were sworn on the part of the prosecution 
on the trial of the case, do so.

That the deceased and his eon came to 
the house of the accused and irritated 
them in a most provoking manner, and 
after being told by them to desist and go 
away from the house of the accused, they 
still persisted in remaining on the pro - 
perty of the prisoners, were not for which, 
and the fight that soon afterwards «ud 

up, the death of William 
not have occurred.

That deceased and his son were engaged 
in a fearful struggle with Richard Aylward 
on the property of the latter, when his 
wife came to his rescue, aud struck 
deceased a blow as your petitioners 
believe : that the deceased lived about 
twelve days after the fight, and your peti 
tioners believe had not the wound which 
was ir fiicted been opened by an Indian 
“quack doctor” in his neighborhood, the 
deceased would yet be living ; said wound 
having been dressed previously, as we are 
informed and believe, by a neighbor of 
the deceased, after which, and until exid 
doctor was called iu, the deceased was 
progressing very favorably towa ds con 
valescence.

That a witness who was called on the 
part of the prisoners swore that deceased, 
when he was in a dying state, told him 
that he did not wish the accused to be 
arrested, as it was his own fault, and he 
had no business to interfere with th

That the prisoners have three small 
children, who are dependent upon the 
charity of the public for support, one of 
whom, an infant, is at the breast of his 
mother and confined in j ii! with her.

That the prisoners allege, and your 
petitioners are of opinion that it is a fact, 
from what they know of the c;rcum 
stances, that the evidence again ri them is 
not true in substance and iu fact, but was 
manufactured and got up for the occasion, 
in order to convict the prisoners at all 
hazards.

That it is the current opinion that the 
female prisoner is not in her sound eeuse-*, 
and it is also alleged that she is pregna it 
with child : that the prisoners, to the 
knowledge of your petitioners, have here 
tofore borne a good character for honesty 
and good behaviour.

Your petitioners, therefore, pray that 
the sentence of death recorded against the 
said Richard Aylward and Maty Aylward, 
his wife, may be commuted for imprison- 

in the Penitentiary, 
punishment as to Your Excellency may 
seem meet. And your petitioners, at. iu 
duty bound, will ever pray.

(Signed,) Edmund B Lawlor,
R. C. Clergyman, 

and former pastor of the prisoner-*, aud 
150 others.

Another petition, similar to the ab ,ve, 
signed by the Rev. Michael Brennan, and 
270 others.

NVe oil r no

Robert Elliott, 
and 70 others 

Hastings Road, Tara Post Office, 27.fi 
October, 1862.

8 O. — R ceipt acknowledged t> Mr. 
Finn, 29 h November, 1862.

that if he waa alive she would cut the hr a 1 
off him again, or any person who would do 
any thing to her.

7th. George Selby, sworn—I live 4 or 
6 miles from prisoners. I heard of de­
ceased’s death. I was at prisoners’ house 
the Sunday after he was buried. Prisoner 
Mary told me deceased was in the habit 
of coming opposite the house, abusing her, 
and calling her improper names, and that 
■he had given it to him for it now, and she 
wished she had given him another blow 
and finished him at once. The prisoner 
Richard was present. I can’t say he heard 
her. Soon after he brought out the scythe, 
and said that was the ecythy with which 
she did it. I am not sure sbe was in the 
room at that time. The ecythe blade had 
no handle then. A few days after the 
fight, I saw prisoner Richard. I asked 
him what it was about. He said it was all 
about some fowls of Munro’s that came to 
his wheat. That he had heard deceased 
had used threats against him, and he was 
determined to be prepared ; and that he 
took the scythe out of the cradle, and told 
bis wife if he wanted help she was to use 
that.

f Telegram |denly sprang 
Munro wouldsworn—I live Q lubec, lri December, 1862 

To Mr. Sheriff Moodie, Belleville :
lt in paid Mrs. Aylward is pregnant. 

Have medical examination made, wn h the 
asriitance of one or two experienced 
matrons. — R port result as soon pos­
sible ( Hi idly by mail ; but communicate 
result to me by telegram also, forthwith, 

J. S. Macdonald.

The Queen
vs.

and

(Signed,)

I U’jpy I
Sheriff'» Office, 

Belleville, ‘2 id December, H62.
Sir,—In answer to your telegram of 

yesterday, l have the honor to statu th#»*, in 
compliance with your directions, 1 a 
applied to Dr. Hope, our gaol surgtv n vn i 
he. in cotij metion with Mrs Daft.v th« 
gaoler’s wife, have j 1st personally . ,,
ined the prisoner, Mrs. Aylward, and 
come to the concludon that she is not 
pregnant,

1 enclose the j .int certificate of Dr, 
Hope ami Mrs Difoe.

I have the honor to be, Sir,
Your obulient servair, 

(Signed,) J. W. Dunbar Moouim.
Sheriff County of Halting . 

The 11 morab'e John Sandfield M icd-m i l. 
Attorney General,

Quebec.

Cross examined—I have lived nearly 4 
years out there. I have only been once at 
prisoners. This conversation took place 
on Sunday, after deceased was buried. 
Prisoner Mary was then arrested. The 
conversation with her was while she was a 
prisoner. I am not a constable. The 
conversation with prisoner Richard was 
on the road opposite my place. He did 
not say he was afraid of Munro.

Sth. Dr. Augustus A. Yeomans, sworn 
—I was practising at Madoc (70 
deceased’s place), 100 miles i 
We started from Madoc on Saturday, 31st 
May, and reached the neighbourhood of 
deceased at 10 o’clock on the Monday 
morning. An inquest was held. I found 
a large incised wound on the left side of 
deceased’s head, 3-1 inches long. It pene­
trated into the brain, through the skull 
and membranes. The blow must have 
been given with great force, or it could 
not have gone through the skull in a 
part where it is so thick. Inside, I found 
a large abcess in the brain. There was also 
a wound above the elbow j >int of the left 
arm. The weapon had gone half way 
through the bone, and had fractured the 
bone at the j >int. The wound was inflic­
ted by a sharp and thin instrument, A 
scythe would inflict such a wound. The 
in j ary on the head must, I think, certainly 
have occasioned death.

9th. William E. D. Edes, sworn—I 
arrested both prisoners on Monday of the 
week following the funeral of deceased. 1 
went with the last witness and arrested 
them on Monday morning, before the

[Copy.]
Belleville, 11 th November, 1862. 

The Honorable the Provincial Secretary :
Sir,—Enclosed you will please find a 

petition, in case of the Queen vs Ayl- 
ward, referred to in my letter of to day, 
as having been signed in the country. You 
will please lay it and the other before His 
Excellency.

Ï have the honor to be, Sir, 
Your obedient Servant, 

(Signed,) John Finn.

miles from 
from here. Belleville, 2ud December, 1862 

We certify that we have this day 
amined Mrs. Aylward, the prisoner 
confined in gaol for manier, and %r • .f 
opinion, both from her own s'at'-u» nt 
aud personal examination, that she is not 
pregnant.

[Copy. I
Belleville, 12ch November, 1862. 

The Honorable the Provincial Secretary :
Sir,—I beg respectfully to enclose a 

petition to His Excellency in Council, 
praying that the sentence of deafh on the 
prisoners, Aylward, be commuted.

The petition speaks for itself, 
signed by gentlemen of the greatest in­
telligence and highest standing in this 
county, all of which were present at the 
criminal trial, and are acquainted with the 
facts.

(S'gned.) W. lions, Surge >u, 
Ann Daf.je.

It is I By telegraph from Balleville, (> b 
December, 1862]
To the Honorable Provincial Secretary.

Petition forwarded yesterday in Ayl­
wards case, asking a respite fur one m mth, 

(Signed,) J Finn,ment or such other1 have taken the liberty of placing in 
pencil, on the petition, opposite each 
name, the avocation of those who signed, 
and they and 1 most fervently hope that 
His Excellency and his Council will ex­
tend mercy to the unfortunate father and 
mother.

Action on Mr. Finn’s telegram of 6:h 
December, 1802 
[Copy J

Secretary's Owick, 
li b December, 1664. 

R-'initted t" the Hu lorable the Avtur- 
lioy Geuetal, Upper Cal a I a, wiih refer-I have the honor to be, Sir, 

Your obedient «ervent, 
(digued,) James Kennedy, CONTINUED ON SIXTH FACE.
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