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falls athwart near by thresholds, but
for ns the sun is shining. It comes
swiftly, so swiltly betimes that we can
hear the onrush of its passage, but our
eyes behold but the world pulsating
with life on which we strut. We have
80 many thiogs to attend to as to have
no time to think that we to> ‘‘must
doff this garb of frail wortality.” We
are, the best of us, thoughtless at times.
Did not St. Paul warn Timothy—and he
was a Bishop : * Take heed to thyself.”

After all Death is what we make it.
Grim or pleasant, terrible or beautifal,
that is our business. Death, we know,
is depicted as a skeleton with glisten-
ing seythe. At others it is  dear,
beauteous death, the jewelof the just:"”’
or ** how wonderful is Death : Death
and his brother Sleep.”

But ke this as it is ever
preaching to me and to you. To the
just it says no torment shall touch
them : to the indifferent and sinful it
shows the eternity beyond. It beckons
us to the churchyard and points to the
graves which dot it. A year ago may-
hap our friend was looking forward
to years of activity, and to-day his
body i3 the sport and food of
worms. Such a one—you see the
maguificent monument to his memory—
was an important personage in the
community ; to-day his place is filled
more worthily—and the world goes on.
We attended his funeral, atd we mind
us that our talk was not of death but of
our prospects of succeeding to his posi-
tion. Another wascut down suddenly—
hoart failure the physician called it.
Our turn will come also. Prepared or
not, we shall die alone, and be hurried
forth, put under ground and be for-
gotten. Howsoever we have played
oar part: in wealth or in poverty,
in high places or in obscurity, in pleas-
ure or in pain—all these paths lead but
to the grave. Nothing can bar our
way thither. Man in all his strength
and power is the sport of Death.
Death is the most remarkable action
of human life. It is the master day—
the day that judges all the others. Go
we must, and but one friend can ac-
company us—the grace of God. All
Work then before the

pay, it

else is useless.
night cometh.

« Whatsoever thy hand is able to do
do it earnestly : for neither work, nor
reason, nor wisdom, nor knowledge
shall be in the land of the dead whither
thou art hastening.’’

Let us recall at this season Cardinal
Newman's soul-searchivg description of
the Oatholic who had never really
turned his heart to God; or if he had
§0me poor measure of contrition for
awhile, it did not last beyond his fisst
or second confession.

O what a moment for the poor soul
when it comes to itself, and find itselt
suddenly before the judgment seat of
Christ! And O still more terrible—
still more distracting when the Juige
speaks and copsigns it to the jailors
till it shall pay the endless debt which
lies against it. *‘Impossible,1a lost soul.
I separated from hope and from peace
forever. It is not I of whom the Judge
go spoke, There i3 & mistake some
where: Christ, Saviour, hold Thy hand
—one minute to explain it. My name
is Demas: I am but Demas, not Judas
or Nicholas or Alexander. What?
hopeless pain! for me! impossible! It
shall not be.” And the poor soul
struggles and wrestles in the grasp of
the mighty demon which has hold of it,
and whose every touch is tor-
ment. ‘ Oh atrocious!” it shrieks
in agony and in anger too as if the very
keenness of the affliction were a proof of
its injustice. ‘I can bear no more:
stop, horrible fiend, give over: Tama
man and not such as thou : I am not
food for thee, or sport for thee: I
never was in hell as thov. Ihave not

Thousands are dying daily : they are
waking up in% God's everlasting
wrath ; they look back on the days of
the flesh and call them few and evil ;
they curse the recklessness which made
them put off repentance ; they have
fallen under His justice, whose mercy
they presumed upon : ard their friends
and companions are going on as they
did and are soon to join.

t is related in the history of my own
dear patron, St. Pailip Neri, that some
time after his death he appeared to a
holy religious and bade him take a mes-
gage of consolation to his children, the
Fathers of tha Oratory. The Consola-
tion that by the grace of
God, up to that day not one of the con-
gregation had been lost. None of
them lost,’” a man may ery out: Well,
had his consolation for his children
been that they were all in paradise,
having escaped the dark lake of purga-
tory, that would have been something
worth telling ; but all he had to say, was
that none of them were in hell. Here
was a succession of men who had given
up the world for a religious life, who
had given up self for God and their
neighbor, who had died happily with
the last sacraments, and it is revealed
about them, as a great consolation, that
not even one of them was lost. Still
such, after all, is our holy Father's
consolation : and that it should be such
only proves that salvation is not so
easy a matter or so cheap a possession
as ‘we are apt to suppose.

was this :

Times come and go, and man will not
believe that that is to be which is not
yet, or that which now is only contin-
ues for a season, and is not eternity.
The end is the trial ; the world passes ;
it is but a pageant and a scene ; the
lofty palace crumbles, the busy city is
mute, the ships of Tarshish have sped
away. Oa heart and fiesh death is
coming : the veil is breaking. Depart-
ing soul, how hast thou used thy
talents, thy opportunities, the light
poured around thee, the warnings
given thee, the grace inspired into
thee.

To the just death comes in solemn
guise, but they face it with confidence.
For they know that we live here below
as guests and strangers. What travel
ler journeying homeward does not
pray to heaven for a favorable wind
that he may the sooner embrace his
dear parents | Our country is Heaven.
We have for fathers first the patriarchs.
A vast number of friends are waiting
for us. What joy for us to meet them
again and to embrace them ! What a
pleasure to die without fear ! “All my
hope i1 in death,” says Su. Teresa. o
die of regret that I cannot die.”’

We may not paute now at the descrip
tions of the last hours of the servants o
God. Suffice it to say they all could
exclaim: “I shall go hence and repair
to my God. Joyfully I shall repair t>
Him: joytully I shall die and joyfully I
shall pass the mighty gulf of this 1i
sinze I am about to arrive at everlast
ing joys which have been for a long
time promised to me."

All this to steady us and to inspire
us to vindicate for ourselves theliberty
of the children of God.

The Church comwmands us to have
the greatest respect for the bodies of
the faithful since they were the organs
and vessels used by the Holy Spirit.
Her practice has ever been:

#Tho Mass was sung and prayers were said
And Solemn Requiem for the dead
And bells told out their mighty peal
For the departed spirits weal.”

¢ Laics,” wo are told, ** who observe
funeral vigils should do it with fear
and trembling and reverence. No one
there should presume to sing diabolic
songs or to dance, or to make jests
which the Pagans learned to practise

APOSTOLIC

ive
which elicited the following pronounce-
ment on this much discussed subjact
from the Apostolic Delegate to

g0 publish a Manual of Church Music,
composed in accordance with the rales
and sprit prescribed by

solution of those difficulties, which in

tions.

choirmasters of America and Earope,

MGR. FALCONIO ON CHURCH
MUSIC.

DELEGATE URGES THE EN
FORCEMENT OF POPLS EDICT,

The HKcclesiastical Reviex has just

published a practical and cimprehens
* Manual of Church Mausis,"

i the
United States, Mgr. Falzonio :

Editor of The Keclesiastical Review :
incessant literary labors, you are about

our Holy
Father, Pius the Tenth, in his Mota

time, and I bave no doubt that it will
prove of paramount importance in the

the minds of many, hamper the putting
into execution of the Papal instruc-

The names of your co-operators, who
are esteemed as some of the ablest

are a suflicient guarantee for the sound

ness of the principles you sustain, and
consequently the Manaal cannot but
recommend itse!f and have every as-
surance of success.

Unfortunately the edict of our Sov-
ereign Pontiff has been received by
many in this country with misgivings
as to the possibility of putting it into
practice. 1 trust that this tinidity
will be overcome by the help of your
Manual and by the encourazement
given by the happy results already
obtained in those churches, where the
Reverend Pastors, in obedience to the
Pope's orders, have courageously un-
dertaken the desired reform, guided by
methods more or less similar to the one
you advocate in your book.

Indeed, it is to be deplored that in
a country like this, where so much
zeal is shown in promoting whatsoever

tends to enchance :he dignity, majosty

and sanctity of our Sacred Mysteries,

any hesitation should exist in endeavor-

ing to bring about such a necessary
retorm in Cburch musics And themore
so bocause if the Gregorian Chant may
appear in some places difficult of exe

cution, the same cannot be said of
modern Church music, which is also
permitted. For, whilst our Holy
i"ather in the said Motu Proprio re

gards Gregorian Chant as the only
chaot which possesses in the highest
degrea the gualities proper to the
Sacred Liturgy, yet, taking into con-
sideration the progress which the art
of music has made, he admits also in
the Church modern music provided
that it be sober and grave, containing
nothing profane and in no way un-
worthy of the liturgical functions.

Such being the case, what is the
cause of the deplorable hesitation we
witness in the baunishment of prolane
music from our churshes? I am led
to believe that the cause of this pro-
crastination is to be found in the fact
that our taste has been vitiated and
our judgment led astray by the con-
stan; use, from our earliest years, of
sensational profane music and conse-
quently we do not now fully realize the
value of ecclesiastical music, than
which nothing in connection with the
Sacred Liturgy is more sublime and
beautiful.

Yet this is a matter of the gravest im-
portance and deserves our serious con-
sideration.

Here we have the command of the
Supreme Pastor of the Church, em:
vhatically given and binding in con:

sience Bishops, priests and people.

“@ edict does not intend to introduce
a innovation in the Church, but mere-
ly ims at the restoration of an an-
cient discipline, which is essential to
the decorum and splendor of the Church
of God.

On the necessity of this reformation
of Church music the highest ecclesi
astical authorities of every age and
country, in accordance with the wiches
of the Sovereign Pontiffs, have never
ceased to insist, Kven here in Amer:
ica, the Fathers of the Third Council
of Baltimore proclaimed as an abuse any
other music during the celebration of
sacred funcsions and the solemn obla-
tion of the Sacrifice of the Mass, except
such as would ‘* more efficaciously
raise the hearts of men to God and
thereby add greater glory to His wor-
ship.”’
Yet, notwithstanding all this anxious

too,
taken so that the laws of the Church

regards large parishes and cathedrals,
this regulation eannot encounter grave
difficulties.
accomplished since the publication of

will only manifest sufficient zeal and
sot themselves to work with earnest-
ness and perseverance for this much
peeded reform.

ve still be of great service in the Church
Reverend and dear Sir—I am glad | m. . O

to learn that, nothwithstanding your
gregational singing, which should be
introdnced in every church.

however, measures should be

be complied with quamprimiam. As

What has already been
the Motu Proprio in some of our

American cathedrals and el urches, can
be accomplished inothers if the pastors

Women singers could
They could play a better and nobler

part : they could act as leaders in con-

Again, we are told that the introdue-
tion of such a reform would lessen the

Proprio of November 22, 1003 pumber of worshippers. But facts Biblical foundations for the various
I consider the publication of such a | PToVe the contrary. The chuarches |a ticles of Catholic belief, ete. The
manual most l»pplwtune at the present where pure eccclesiastical music has | answers were lucid.

been introduced are more frequented
than others. But admitted that such a
falling off in attendance should be
feared, would it not be much better for
such lovers of sensational music to re
main out of the House of God, which is
the House of Prayer, than to profane it
by their presence ? However, it is a
pleasure to know that the vast majority
of the laity, tired of the morbid and
sensational singing in our churches, is
anxious to see the injunction of the
Holy See carried into execution. I
have received not a few complainte
from some of the most djstinguished
members of the laity protesting against
this flagrant violation of the laws of
the Church and against the profanation
of the House of God by unbecoming
masie. It behooves pastors to whom
the care of souls is entrusted and who
have to look for their edification, to see
that such scandals are removed. The
instructions of our Holy Father Pius
X. is clear and evident. It is directed
to the whole Catholic world. No nation
is excepted ; and it has a juridical and
authoritative binding character every
where and upon all Catholics. “We
will,”” says the Holy Father, “ with
the fulness of our Apostolic authority,
that the force of law be given (to the
said Motu Proprio), and we do by our
present handwriting impose its scrapu-
lous observance on all.”
After this formal declaration issued
about two years ago, what would one
be led to think of some pastors who
have not as yet made a single move
toward the desired reform : who even
forget their sacred mission to such an
extent as to permit, in open disregard
of every Church discipline, the print-
ing of pompous programmes of objaction-
able music with the names of the &ol-
oists, ete., as is practical in theaters
and concert halls, and the distribu
tion of the same during the celebration
of our most august Mysteries? A
parish priest who per mits such abomin-
ations in the House of God, or who has
not the power or courage to put a stop
to such saerilegious abuses, is unworthy
of his high and sacred office.
Reverend Sir, I heartily blees your
work, the object of which is to eradi-
cate theso evils. May it have a large
circulation and be crowned with suc
cess.
With sentiments of the highest es
teem, I beg to remain,
Most faithfully yours in Christ,
DioMEDE FALCON1O,
Archbishop of Larissa,
Apostolic Delegate.

THE NUPTIAL MASS.

“pDid you ever attend and follow
carefully a Nuptial Mass?" asks the
Paulist Oalendar. *In the Missal
there is a special Mass for the bride
and groom, and everything is laid
down in the Rubrics with as much
detail as when the Mass is said for the
ordination of a priest, or for the bless-
ing of the holy oils. The Nuptial
Mass is, indeed, beautiful and holy,and,
whether there be a thousand present
or only-the contracting parties, it is
always the same—beautiful in its sym-
bolism and its association with the
Holy Sacrifice of the Mass, and in
every detail the same for the prince
and the poorest. This is the
Church's ideal ; it is the normal way
for her children to enter upon their
pew state in life; and she rejoices
whenever or wherever her children are
thus united.”

Satan's strongest weapon is tempta-
tion. Yet he holds it by a weakened
grasp, for its thrusts may be made

care on the part of the authorities of

on me the smell of fre, nor the taint of

from the devil. For who does not per-

the Church and the last fervent ap-

harmless by the counter-thrust of a
pious ejaculation.

the vestibule of the church, attracted

versally evident. Several non Catho
lics are be'ng instructed, and the at-
titnde of outside sentiment is more
courteous and respectful, Detailed ac
counts of the multitude of questions

lie theology. Many questions touched
on the primacy of Peter, Papal infalli
bility, married eclergy, laws of
marriage, divorce, gsecret  orders,

forms, Anglican communion, Anglican
orders, heresy, persecution of heresy,
Galileo, the Inquisition, confession,

telligence could grasp their meaning—a

fact that contributed not a little to

Father Sutton's deserved popularity.
WINNING LECTURES,

Apart, howe ver, from the Question
Box,” the lectures of themselves were
of that distinctive quality that ensures
success. ** Why Protestants Are Not
Catholies,” the introductory discourse,
preparing the way for the more consist
ent topies following, showed the broad
lines of the lecturer's scope, the neces-
sity of religion as a factor in the
economy of life, the certainty demanded
by that religion, its infallible certainty,
and, above all, its unity. * The clash
ing creeds of the world to-day must em-
brace absurdity and error. They can-
not all be true. The truth of eintra-
dictories is impossible. Truth is one,
not many. The human mind is made
for truth. Truth will save wen and
honor God. We must worship in truth.”

Here was interposed a magnificent
eulogy of Catholic unity and of the
Church that bas alone withstood the
shock of centuries and will live forever.
¢ Phe Existence of Purgatory,” ‘* Can
Man Forgive Sins?”’ followed, the
audience increasing every night. Many
popular fallacies relasing to the doe-
trine of Pargatory and prayers for the
dead were disposed of beforo enunciat-
ing the clear and emphatic doetrine of
the Church, with its foundations in
Seripture, tradition and reason. A

pathetically beautiful description of a
child dying staired with a slight imper-
fection made a perceptibly vivid im-

pression. ¢ The Ilorgiveness of Sins,”’

in itssacramental and binding qualities,

as taught by Catholic faith, was so

foreibly expounded as to exact instant

recognition of its truth,

QUO VADIS ?

At the close of this lesture Father
Sutton, according to his wont, an-
nounced that the next lecture would
treat, under the title ** Quo Vadis 2" of
the Bible and its relations to the cri-
terion of belief. * Quo Vadis?'’ was
not an unmeaning term to the cultured
assembly present, but possibly very few
non Cathclics were prepared for the sad
havoe that wonld be strikingly visited
on their cherished hopes and fond ideals.
The lecture was a masterpiecs of reason-
ing, strengthened by an overwhelming
array of facts and figures from the most
approved sources of history.

“'Christianity it from Christ. Author-
ity comes from the Saviour, and if He
meant that the New Testament shonld
contain all the articles of belief neces-
sary for salvation, He would either
have written it Himself or commanded
His apostles todoso. Yet Christ never
wrote a line of it, neither did He com-
many His apostles to go and write.
He did command them to ‘go and
teach.’ Faith comes from hearing,
says St. Paul, and of what utility would
a Bible tha* did not exist have been to
the thousands of Christians who lived
and died before even the first book of
the New Testament appeared—at least
seven or eight yeirs after our Lord's
ascension ? Those Christians are
among the best that ever served God,
and shall we say that they were lost
becaunse they had no Bible ? And how
were they saved ? By hearing, of
course, by obeying the living authorita-
tive voice of the Church. So are mil-
lions of the unenlightened poor who can
neither read nor write. Mow would the
Bible benefit them ? There are hun-
dreds of religious denominations all as-
gerting the Bible alone to be their rule
of faith, and we find each particular
body denying what the other teaches as
essential. Now, as the fault cannot be
attributed to tbe Bible. The Bible is
the word of God, His inspired work,
and therefore true.

¢ The fault must then be the fault of
the principle that regards the Bible as

they may learn a
the great
children a sound religious training.

and, as is usual in
asked would be well nigh impossible, | oue of her bitter enemies. The eolumns
They would cover the extent of Catho- | of his
to assail her doctrines.

transubstantiation, communion of both announced

God for my
her own life, if it so pleased Him, to
gain the object of her appeal.
HAW
still hoping in God's mercy.
that she was dead I felt irresistibly im-
pelled to offer a prayer for her soul and
to change the course of my life.”

tion to the Canon

“My Reiraction,”” wh should be

considerabl: attention. This popular | read by every Catholic mother. It ie
means of instruction served to | signed by “‘Francisco Bescos Perez,”
dispel many a lingering doubt and re- | €X director of the *'Torch of Free-
move a prejadice. The effects of both thought,”” the organ of the Free-
¢ Question Box ' and lectures are uni thinkers in the city of Leon. From it

practical lesson of
importance of giving their

the
snch casas,

Perez had abandoned Chureh

bocame

paper were used

constantly

As Perez tells his story one day

there came to him in his mail a letter

with a mourninz bhorder. Its
the death of his
Its effects upon him is
in his own words : “I

contents
mother.
bost described
thought,”” he

said, *I saw her as sh> was years ago

horrorstruck at my mode of thought,

shedding abuudant tears,be gging and be-
The simplest in- | seechingmetoleave the pitaupon which
I '

[ had entered and to return to that on

which she placed me when she trained
me in the practices of the Catholic re-
ligion.

“And azain T saw her
conversion

praying to
and offering
Next ¥
and ill, but
And now

her sad, sorrowlul

This he did by sending his retrac-
Penitontiary of the

Leon diocese. Who would wish, who

could ask for a stronger testimony of
the value of a Catholic mother's spirit-

nal training of her child than that far-
nished in the retraction of Franeciseo
Bescos Perez ? What Catholic mosher
will fail to profit by the lesson wmch
it teaches ?—Church Progress.

A priest in Ohio has a grod scheme
of prerenting the teaching of the
church to the farmers of his county.
He has had a conference with one of
the editors of the weekly country
paper and an arrangement has been
made whereby the piper sells him ten
inches of space in each issue at its
regular advertising rates or $10 &
year. This is his to nse zs he desires.
He proposes to print each week some
pointed statements of Cachelic doetrine
giving them a humn interest, so that
they will be eagerly read, and he hopes
through the fifty weeks of the year to

got before the farmers a very full
oxposition of Cihurch's dostrine
and policy. This sorvice will cost him

$40.

There are unlimited possibilities in
this scheme it properly handled, and
the wonder is that it has not been
hitonloug before this,—The Mi:sionary .

CATHOLIC NOTES.

The French Minister of the Interiow
suppressed ninety-five Catholic schools
recently.

Archbishop Farley of New York has
cabled $7,000 to the Pope for the relief
of sufferers from the recent earthquakes
in Italy. The money was collected
among the clergy of the New York
dioces s,

Pope Pius X., it is said, has ordered
the hastening of the process before the
Sacred Congregation of Rites of the
beatification of the Venerable John
Nepomucene Neumann, at one time
Archbishop of Philadelphia. Arch-
bishop Neumann’s case has been before
the Congregation for years.

A colony of Breton priests has takem
possession of Salisbury house, Llanrwst,
Wales, which was purchased for them,
and there they will study Welsh and
preach Catholicism to the people of
Wales in their own tongue. The mis-
sion calls back the old days when Brit-
tany and Wales were closely associated.

It is stated by Martin I. J. Griffies
in his ** Historical Researches '’ that
the Rev. John Pierron, 8. J., who in
1674 made a journey from Canada to
Maryland, was possibly the first priest
to tread the ground which is now
Philadelphia. Father Pierron found
more Catholics in Maryland at that
time than two priests could attend tes
He himself laborsed among the Irdianm.

The St. Bernard monks report that
their dogs have saved no fewer than
t #o hundred and three lives during the
last twelve months on the pass, ost
of the persons rescued from the snows
were ltalians. About a year ago the
monks on St. Barnard erected huts in
the most dangerous places, and con-
nected them by telephone with the
hospital. Kach hut is numbered, and
the intelligent dogs start at once for &
hut on its number being named.,

)




