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increase, however, in the impprt jn some lines, such as
boots and shoes, drugs, medicineg, perfumery, preserved

fish, oilmen’s stores, undressed timber, sewimng silks, etc

Australia’s exports ﬁ: Canada increased by £35,000. Mr
Ross, however, does not think {Canada gets full credit for
her purchases of Australian \\'PUI in the London market.
He mentions that a new law hag been passed requiring sacks
to contain wheat or oats to bellof @ standard size.

It is interesting to note, a§ we do in this report, that
the Reid-McLean Ministry, comiposeéd of a coalition of free
traders and protectionists, has {been defeated through the
action of the majority of (hc: protectionists withdrawing
their support. The new Premieg is the Hon, Alfred Deakin,
an ardent supporter of a high Bust@ms tariff, and the prin-
cipal Australian advocate of} préferential trade. It 1is
doubtful if the tariff will be alfered in any way until after
the next general elections, whigh take place at the end of
1906. The total revenue for thé year ending June 3oth was
£11,288,000, a decrease of £131,000. The expenditure for
customs, defence and post and"tcltgr:lph: was £ 3,532,000.
Over £7,000,000 was paid to edch IState ‘by the Common-
wealth treasurer. Wool shipmeits from Australasia totalled
1,366,042 bales, an increase off 228,702 bales The total

number of sheep in 1904 was 831319,517, an increase of
760,000. The outlook for theiwogl industry this year is
most promising. Grass is plcnlifnl, the flocks are increasing
rapidly, and the bales ruling ibr wool are high and very

profitable

TEXTILE REPORTS.

—

More activity is evident i thg Boston wool market.
nd it s evident that certain of!thd large operators are 1n
terested and have purchased fﬂ::r ilings of wool. Certain
transacticns of larger calibre fhag usual have been con-
summated, and stocks in ~l<Al;l‘r~' hands are fast being
depleted. Other limes are pendifig the action of buyers, who
are undoubtedly interested in \f(mL if it can be bought at
Estimates of stodks in seaboard markets are

their -hgures

1

3
small quantities, and 4s gompared with previous

or ry
years at this time the size 1s 1{;\\‘.,'511 icant. A good many
wools have been bonght to arrige. It is estimated by cer
tamn thorities that fully s0 pet cgnt. of the country’s clij

has passed into the Hhands off c@nsumers, while certain
dealers are refusing to considér ‘further offers, claiming
their lines, have been closed outg A large business has been

rted i’ the goods market, @spgcially on worsteds, and

ep
the t k is for continued ..«!fi\]f_\'. and under these con
ditions the prospect of fan L"*lfﬂ««ﬁ is very bright Prices
f all grades of domestic. wool §tilf continue very firm, and

with little evidence of \\.;&'}\xn;ng, agwing to the -!t‘;»\:iwn of

stocks. Pulled wools are beingijtaken more freely, certain
nes being well cleaned up at \‘:\;r:’cr:t prices
[Last eck the raw cotton Z;Lar'.\vt in New York was
1 very feverish conditioh Fluctuations, however
v bounds I'hel fipal tone was steady after
mated at 400,000 bales. The net decline for the day
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augh at the other fellows.

now sit back in their chairs and |

While a heavy business for fall has been booked, there

§ orders lying around waiting to be placed,

are still plenty «
not sold up are scooping them In at

and makers who were
greater ease and less expense than

their brethren who were Over-anxious This is not alto-

advanced prices. with

gether favorable to the retailers

Holiday influences and the increased prospect of an

early general election, with its disturbing effects on trade,
have continued to militate agamst-iree business in the Glas

gow and West of Scotland soft goods trade; indeed, until
the deliveries against the 2oth fall due, trading may be

I Agents will withhold going on their

expected to hang hre
rounds till early in August. At the same time, they will
set out with more than usual confidence, as retailers’ stocks
are., withoit exception, low, which, of course, augurs well

representative declares

ing

for the new season. One leading
that he never experienced a summer when retailers’ stocks
were so low, which, of course, indicates that they have been
keeping down their stocks to the irreducible

I'he local wool market at Bradford continues very much
in the same condition in which it has been for some weeks
past. Stocks of both home-grown and colonial wools are
unusually small, and very little of either crossbred or
merino wool has found its way here from the recent col-
onial wool sales in London. The prices of both pure merino
and very fine crossbréds of the merino character are firm,
and spinners report that a considerable business could be
done at rates a little below the highest point yet reached

Users of goods made from merino wool are no doubt only
supplying their actual requirements, but it 1s dift cult to see
how they can benefit by postponing the placing of therr
orders, as there are no indications of any weakening in the
prices of this raw material for some time to comc¢ It
been stated that the United States buyers are not operating

as largely in the coarser kinds of colomal cr ysshred wools

as they were, but even if this is the case, the large orders
recently jv".n’wi for khak serges wil to a « msiderable
extent make up for any decrease in the American reqguire-
ments There be no doubt that the nusually high
prices at present ruling for these crossbred w Is are seri
sly ( cCring w th the n the cheaper 1SS€S f
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