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1794 THE FARMER'S ADVOCATE.
FOUNDED 1866

the Farmers Advocate fact that this year $18.000 was placed in the es- tial farmer of Essex County, contributed a point- 
timates for standing field-crop competitions, $10,- ed letter to “The Farmer’s 
000 of which, however, was a supplemental allow- thoroughly in line with our views that 
ance from the Dominion Government.

Advocate’ so
and home Magazine

the leading agricultural
IN THE DOMINION.

' PUBLISHED WEEKLY BY 
THE WILLIAM WELD COMPANY

JOHN WELD, Manager.

F we quote
a part of it in complete answer to Prof. Mc- 
Cready's letter.JOURNAL

“Now, we have been patting ourselves on the 
back and assuring ourselves, and even making the 
assertion to others, who by the way, pay little 
attention to our boasting, that we have the best 

Last season the Minis- school system in the whole world. Can it be that
ter of Agriculture (Hon. Martin Burrell) author- we are mistaken in what we think we have, and
îzed a change of policy under which the grant that our rural schools, instead of being the best
through the Seed Branch to each Provincial De- aa we are boasting they are, are really not very

, ^ partirent is made an amount equal to two-thirds «ood—axe really among the poorest ? When I
tUUm' e'2,“' °Ul Pr'“ '°r .°=d itSS,™ h"yveTr.S“f,t’

handsom^uiiStraMewitienoHrL,aiU °Uyae? end p2rtlee- °™Petltl°ns, seed fairs and Provincial seed exhi- in order to secure even a fairly good education,
jmoat practical, reliable and”profluR)k Informa- bltJons within ;certain limits. For competitions 1 find that our old schoolhouse, part of which

and home- UP to $50 will be paid for each kind of crop in buiit over sixfy years ago, is just as overcrowded 
which a competition is held by any agricultural aZK!_1Unsanitary as ever’ 1 flnd that, while the 
society, the total amount not to exceed $150 chlldrc° who have attended the old school are 
AnDroximatelv eon non ■ ‘ naturally as bright-looking as any children any-

PP oximatelj $30,000 is available to the Pro- where, they have great difficulty in passing the
vinces from the Federal Seed Branch for these Entrance examinations. In fact, many of them

never succeed in passing at all.
"And yet so much of the time in this

Under the old arrangement, when the Provinces 
assumed control of the competitions, the assist­
ance through the Dominion Department of Agri­
culture was withdrawn.
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rural school is taken up in preparing pupils for-rs 
to prepare him for his life work, if he is to be eS(') 
the High School, and none at all given the child * 
farmer, that, maybe, after all, our school system 
is to blame for lack of rural population, though 
really it hurt us to be told so in as many 
words.’’ J

All
as required by law.

#Of all considerations, the prize won by the 
competitor, though liberal, is the least import­
ant.

paper
The objects sought in holding these 

petitions have been to
com-

oencourage the production 
of high-class seed grain, to promote its distribu­
tion and to obtain and impart knowledge of 
best cultural methods.

b
shows to what time your Itthe

men Education in Ontario.
aI*a Editor " The Farmer's Advocate '* : 

are made by As a reply to the editorial dealing with On- 
a score card, in which freedom from weeds and fario schools under the heading “Why” in your 
other good points are enumerated. Men learn issue of September 26th, I beg leave to submit 
that to grow a prize-winning crop it is desirable ^ fol,°wlng statement. T do so with the object

on any agricultural to begin preparations at least a year in advance schools of Ontario the interest
we to receive practical articles. „it>. . , ... y n al ance and falth of the people of the province.- I believe

ES.5ST&sss -jrrLt: xxr.—
not generally known °R°f>t8 or v®«etable« put theory into actual practice. The judges ac- and thc development of an optimistic outlook.

r fair -1». ALL COMMUNICATIONS in reference to anv matter m tbi i ■> or example, one of the first throughout the world at large there is great
noeted with this paper should be add reared as below" *hnRS learned was the discouraging fact that rest at the present time in the field of education,

eny tadl',idoal conneoted With the paper. ’ fulIy ninety per cent, of the prize-winning fields as evidcneed in expressed
FARMER’S ADVOCATE, or were first crops from the land, showing the swift ^urses of stud.Y. >n the shortage of teachers, in

THE WILLIAM WELD COMPANY (LIMITED), deterioration taking place in the fatuous erain «oL^t 7 T™ flnancial suPPort- and in the
CA„M. vrowin, J L„„o„,y '° '"Ve‘Ug‘te —■

oi later must be abandoned for more ra- fn f h*5 unrest Ontario shares,
honestly claimed that 
off than most other places.
the educational authorities striving harder to 
meet the difficulties of the situation. Progress 

processes on the is being made and will continue

„ „ „ wllJ receive no ettention. In
null Name and Post-office Address Must

t:The most competent 
available, systematically trained-in-advance, 
sent out as judges, and the awards
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t “Y„MAIL 18 REQUIRED to Unrent 

“• LonT.™,RdeS oi'hTniï SP*"'

to write ne

hi
P
fo
tiP«,

U. WE INVITE FARMERS
topic. We are always pleased 

» For such
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dissatisfaction with

hu
sooner but it can be°ymCe °f Canada haa the work been tional methods. As time goes on it is probable 

p omoted and expanded with greater vigor and that the field-crop competitions will 
progress than in Ontario, where it falls under in form so as to take in 
the direction of the Superintendent of Agricul- of crops and apply to other 
tural and Horticultural Societies, J. Lockie Wil- farm, 
son, who early discerned the possibilities for good 
that lay in the system and started 
in 1907.

we are at least no worse 
And nowhere are webe modified■ floea considerable varietyI m-" to be made.

NOTHING TO BE ASHAMED OF. 
Permit me to offer my beliefs in the matter : 
1. I believe that there 

taken as 
tario.

all;
brecompetitions Independent Opinion re Education

In another column Prof. S. B. McCready, 
Director of Elementary Agricultural Education 
for the province of Ontario,

are no better schools, 
a whole, in America than those of On-

durAs an encouragement judges were sent 
out by the Provincial Department of Agriculture 
and the five prize-winners in the local competi­
tions are eligible to compete at the Canadian Na­
tional and Central Canada Exhibitions 
Provincial Winter Fairs of Guelph 
The grain and sheaves

■L I believe that nowhere 
a better body of teachers than 
in the schools of Ontario.
, 3- 1 believe that there are no schools in 

, .« He takes the America more carefully supervised nnd inspecter!
giound that we are doing pretty well, but might than those in Ontario! P
do better, and appeals for united interest and 4' 1 bclieve that 
support.

in America is there 
those to be found

]

essays a reply to 
the editorial “Why?” appearing in “The Farmer’s 
Advocate” of September 26th. The;and at the

and Ottawa. pro:
winning prizes at these 

exhibitions are retained by the Department 
sent out to the county agricultural

.__. . . there are no schools in
at large anTfromtt?" SUPP°rt fr°m the pe°p,e 

on Ontario.

and 1
representa­

tives, who distribute the grain among farmers in 
their localities

It is nothing to the purpose to pat ourselves
and boast of having the best schools, 

the best teachers and the best educational 
pertinent in the world.

coni 
bett 
thci 

- then

government, than those in
the back, 5. I believe that 

America, taken
! on condition that they supervise there are no schools in 

as a whole, making for more 
new demands that 

everywhere.
with the help of everybody, 

our schools still better.

its growing and have an equal quantity returned 
to them in the autumn for further distribution. 
The Department supplies stencilled 
exhibition grain and what does 
is sold and the

de­
progress in the 
placed upon schools 

6. I believe that, 
we can make

We have already beenm -: are being
doing that too long, and the 
the present educational situation in Ontario 
dry rot of self satisfaction, which has

worst feature of Isacks for the
SEE shor 

but 
able 
is n 
foot

is the 
impregnated 

idea that 
the world, 

that quickly 
or a system 

just where

not win a prizé 
money received returned to the 

As readers of The Farmer's Advo-
r Vi°W, T KN0W WHEREOF I SPEAK, 

made tld aC<? °/ tlie criticisms that are often
:"iui:,ry,inok iike stupid optimism.

J;efg . er to olTor some support for my be-

the people of the province with the 
they have the best school system in 
It is just, that sort of contentment 
relegates an individual, a community 
to the back-number class, and that is 
we are getting, 
dence.

exhibitors.
cate will recall from our report of the late Na­
tional Exhibition in Toronto, prize collections from 
these competitions made

Wm Per-

a striking display in py­
ramidal form under the great dome of
Government Building. This year in Ontario 3,000 
farmers entered the competitions, 30,000 
land being in use for that purpose. The average 
size of the fields judged was smaller than in the 
earlier years, when perhaps the whole of

1 • I have been Iinearlv r a sch°o1 master in Ontario for
Let us take a little outside evi- grades of schools” yeRrS’ haV® taught in aU

duties hlvl PmW seven and a half years my 
in culture in .?°‘ n ° Promote the teaching of agri- 

tcachors , A "° 8 through the training of 
to help the^6 °Lntfarl° Agricultural College, and 

' °rk forward in all other possible

Past 
his i 

manj 
It is 
than

the new

acres of At the Ontario Corn Growers’ Convention 
Tilbury last February, this subject 
by an old Ontario boy, Prof. A. E. Chamberlain 
now of Minnesota, who began life 

Who school teacher 
the

was discussed

a fifteen- Kas an Ontario ways.or twenty-acre field would be entered, 
number of agricultural societies engaging in 
competition of 1912 was 154.

acre Ileus
lousy
shell
house
same

over thirty years 3. Tn connectionago, and has 
in educational institutions in 

sex era 1 of the Northwestern States.

. with
a large number of schools 

. ,. Wllh inspectors, have
According Conventions

my work I have visited 
throughout the province 

attended several Teachers’ 
conventions: ®v®ry year’ bave taken part in the

not kept pace with Growers’ Associations ^nd^otter0”1^10"8' ^ 
Promoting agriculture organizations

been interestedwm, Vast quantities 
of high-class seed grain and potatoes thus become 
available for use, and a great deal has gone to 
Great Britain and the United States, particularly 
the latter. The liberality with which the On­
tario Government deems it wise to

to reports, Prof. Chamberlain 
ion that our rural schools had

expressed the opin■
those in other parts of the world, 
had made little if

and that Nrwe
any improvement along this 

years.
nient.
time, 
as p( 
xx It'tv 
hors

promote this 
plan of agricultural advancement is shown by the

line in t he last twenty 
address, .1,

Following t his 
O. Duke, a wide-axvake and substan- contact with a 

from the United States,
I
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