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WHAT COW TESTING IS DOING FOR THE FARMERS OF Sourh LANARK

F 0 Nunnick, Perth, Ont,
It is emphasizing many facts of importance, chief among which are the difference between thinking and

ing, the value of I

Y feeding while on Pasture, and the wide variation

that exists in the Production of individual cows

N order to be able to soe marked changes and
I benefits accruing directly from the work of

i cow testing association ono must see the re-
wilts of an association which hag been in exist-
some time. The benefit a farmer re-
coives and which he is ablo to make of practical
value to himself does not
mer's testing, but from

ence for

come from one sum-
many yoars of ful
ng, testing, weoding, breeding and feeding
A\s the South Lanark Cow
lias Leen in existence for

weig
Testing  Associati
but a short time, 1)
being only the second season, the greater results
huve not as yot been obtained.

There have, however, been ¢ hasized
fucts of great importance the first things
we have learned is that without the actual weigh-

many
One

ing and testing there is o #ood deal of uncertain-
ty und guess work in connection with
our dairy operations. very often the
cow which we think the best in the
herd is by no means deserving of this
distinetion,
KNOWING Vs
One man while in conversation with
the secretary a short time since, stat-
ol that he was very much surprised to
find how mistaken he had been in his
idea of which cow

SHINKING,

gave the most

milk.  Now this is an all important
for many farmers are apt to
I rom the cow which they think
When the
farmer knows which are his best cows,
he can then begin to weed out the
poor_ones, breed from the best ones
and build up a herd which will not
consume any more' foed or take any
longer to care for, but will produce
more

it do not know is best.

milk; in fact the increase may
b just the difference Letween profit
and loss, or if his herd was a paying
one hefore, the increase will be clear
profit

week.
record of

There is already evidence of great intorest ho-
ing taken in this process of selecting out the
best. In a fow years there will he a great im-
Provement in the averages of the dairy herds of
this section, resulting from such selection

VALUE OF SUMMER ¥EEDING,

Another very important point to which we have
had our attention called is the value of summer
foeding. Here are some fignres taken from the
July sheets. The first figures are ou Ibs., 28 lbs.,
2 1bs., being the weights of milk for the Oth,
10th and 29th of July, respectively, of a cow be-
longing to & man who did not have a silo and did
N0 summer feeding. Now here are some figures
taken from the July sheets again of a man who
has u silo and saved some silage for summer feed-
ing, when the pastures were short. The figures
we 42 3% Ibs. for the Oth, 80 Ibs. for the 10th
and 30% lbs, for the 20th, July, for the most

This four
Hume & Co., of Menie, Ont.. won third prize at

s A two
6,670 Ibs. of milk, testing over 4 per cen:

part was very dry, the

© being scarcely any rain
until the 22nd, when wo had a general three days'
rain

NOTABLE VARIATIONS EXPLAINK,

It will be noticed that in the first instance the
milk yield fell from 30 ILs. on the 9th to 23 Ihs
on the 19th, then increased again to 28 Ihs. by the
In the second instance it
will be seen that there was ve y little fluctaation
in the yield right straight throngh the month,
due entirely to the fact that the pasture was sup-
plemented with silage,
that these are extrom
They

Now, some may think
cases, but they are not.
are neither the highest nor the lowest, nor

do they show the Ereatest variations existing, but
rather they show just about what the differonces
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year old Ayrshire cow, Annie of Warkworth, 21,4

year old she qualiied in the Rocord of p
t.
are throughout the association between those re-
ceiving silage or green foed and those depending
entirely upon the pastures. This will no doubt
forcibly illustrate the fact that summer feoding
pays and pays hlndwmvly, for very seldom will
the milk flow come Up again to what it was be.
fore a big drop, caused by dry weather and short
pastures,
BECOND BILOS FOR 8UMMER FEEDING,

There are already in the County many silos,
and a great many more are going up this year,
Some of these being built this year are for farm-
ers who before had none and a ‘good number of
farmers are putting up second silos on their farms
as one will not contain sufficient silage to winter
feed and summer feed as well,

Quite a number sow oats and early corn for
This is a

feeding when the Pastures are short,

i
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splendid practice and one which can Lo followed
by almost e y farmer,
EFITS FROM THE ACTUAL TEST,

We have spoken chiofly of the benefity derived
from a correct knowledge of the weight of milk
produced by each cow, being able to see the pe-
viod of falling off iy weight, ete,
briefly outline the bene
tual test. The
about six months in

ow et us
ts derived from the ac-
factories

cheese here  run for
the year and pay by the
pooling system, henco the importance of keeping
up the weight of milk turned in. On the other
hand there are several months when the milk is
made into butter
butter fat is of most importance.
again look at some figures
one cow gave 960 Ihs, of milk during May testing
2.8 per cent fat, making a total amount of fat
for the month of 26.88 [l

This is when the amount of
Here let us

In a herd of 18 cowy

Another cow in the
same herd, during the same month, gave 880 lhs,
of milk testing 4 per cent, fat, or a total for the
month of 85.20 |hs butter fat, Some might he
tempted to Lreed from the cows giving the most
milk, but we must take into consideration also
the fat producing qualities jf
we are to sclect most intelligently
and  profitably, Then, having  the
records *in hoth weights of milk and
butter fat, and they are great guides,

Wwe must combine patience and care i
selection in order to build up and as.
tablish which will make the
Kreatest returns, A herqd averaging a
Koo yield of milk testing say 3.5 per
cent fat is more profitable than a herd
of extromes and there is 1o reason why
the average of every hord in the As-
sociation cannot he raised, and we
believe it will ho raised,
A CONCLUDING WORD,

Now, just a word to those contem.
plating the organization of a cow
besting association or the joining of
one

herds

Do not expeot results too soon.
Havo patience. Bo willing to spend
some of your time towards raising the
standard of your herd and incident.
st 11y 1o the raising of the standards of

the dairy products of your whole com.
mun

Succulent Feed for Winter
T\ H. Binnie, B..A., Carieton Co,, Ont,
Pasture is the cheapest and most economical

food we have, but it has be, I raiher scarce at
bimes this past summer, besides it is of vory Lt
tle use in winter, It should be the aim of ev-
ery farmer to grew some sucealent erop for win-
ter foeding so ‘hat the grass, to a certain ex-
tent, may be replaced. There is nothing that can
oqual corn well saved in the silage form for this
purpose. True, roots are succulent and are very
good, in fact excellent, but as factory men we
dare not feed turnips. Mangels are excellent
and do not taint the milk, but unless the tops
are left on the land they deplete the soil,

Corn gives us a larger yield per acre than do
rools, and with corn we got the grain, which
is very valuable and increases the feeding quali-
ties of our silage.




