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the open adversary of God, the believer has a 
right to have nothing to do with him. “ Resist the 
devil, and he will flee from you.” He knows he 
has met Christ, not flesh. May believers resist if 
Satan would tempt them by the world, remember­
ing it is Satan’s domain in fallen man.

The believer's safeguard, morally, (that is as to 
the state of his heart) is a single eye. If I seek 
only the glory of God, that which presents no ether 
motive than my aggrandizement, or my own grati­
fication, whether of mind or body, will have no hold 
upon me; and will shew itself in the light of the 
word, which guides the single eye, as contrary to 
the mind of God. This is not the haughtiness that 
rejects temptation on the ground of being good ; it 
is obedience, humbly giving God His place, and con­
sequent'! His word also. “By the word of thy 
lips I Lave kept mo from the paths of the de­
stroyer,” from him that did his own will, and made 
it his guide. If the heart seeks God alone, the most 
subtle snare is discovered, for the enemy never 
tempts us to seek God alone. But this supposes a 
pure heart, and that there is no self-seeking. This 
was displayed in Jesus.

Our safeguard against temptation is the word, 
used by the discernment of a perfectly pure heart, 
which lives in the presence of God, and learns the 
mind of God in His word, and therefore knows its 
application to the circumstances presented. It is 
the word that preserves the soul from the wiles of 
the enemy.

as


